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GCC congratulates Bahrain, Qatar 

RIY l?wS AFP) ~~ Tlw Gul * Cooperation Council (GCC) 

on Monday congratulated member smtes R-.h,-, „ i 

Qatar for establishing diplomatic relations for the ftol 
nmc since their independence in 1Q71 -Thk ws" 

rileejs the deep tics Mw' 

??“!!? G . C . nCRl! Jami * Al Hujailan said, adding he hopes 
*e lUnodus along [he wav will not affect thTsolid £ 
™ the two countries.- Bahrain and Qatar announced 
Swida> they would open embassies in each other’s capi- 
rals during a meeting in Manama of their two foreign mfn- 
isters. The Gulf neighbours have been at odds over which 
has sovereignty over the Hawar islands held by Bahrain 

° n 5 e Qafari coasL ^ maner is now 
beloa the lnu.mauon[il Court or Justice at the Hague. The 

other four GCC members — Oman. Kuwait, Satrii Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emirates — have been workin" 
to improve ties between Bahrain and Qatar. 
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Qusai Hussein wounded in attacks — opposition 

DAMASCUS (AFPJ — Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein's younger son Qusai was the target of two assassina- 
tion bids in February during which he was wounded in the 
hand, the Iraqi opposition said here Monday. Bay an Jabr 
of the Tehran-based Supreme Council of the Islamic Rev- 
olution in Iraq (SCIRM said the first attack took place as 
Qusai was leaving a nightclub in the Mashah district of 
Baghdad in a bullet-proof car. Qusai escaped unhurt but 
the gunmen killed three of his bodyguards in another car. 
Mr. Jabr said. The representative in Syria of the Shiite 
Muslim opposition group said the other attack took place 
at the entrance to the town ofTrkrii. the Saddam family’s 
stronghold northwest of Baghdad. He did not specify 
whether Qusai was injured, give dates for the attacks or 
say who carried them out But according to Iraqi Kurd 
opposition sources, the president’s son was wounded in 
the left hand during the second assassination bid. 
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Crown Prince 
1 visits army unit 

AMMAN (Pctrui — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson on Monday called at 
the Fifth Royal Mechanised 
* Division and conveyed His 
Majesty King Hussein's greet- 
(| ings to the soldiers and offi- 
cers. He also commended sol- 
diers excelling in their training 
exercises. The Crown Prince 
also met with residents in the 
Jaber area and reviewed their 
living conditions. 

Kabariti holds talks 
with ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Monday 
met separately at his office 
with the ambassadors of 
Tunisia, Qatar and Italy and 
discussed the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East and 
bilateral relations and issues of 
common concern . Mr Kabari- 
ti held another meeting with 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi on the 
latest Middle East develop- 
ments and Israel's settlement 
plans in .Arab East Jerusalem 
as well us cooperation between 
the executive and legislative 
authorities. Also reviewed 
were economic legislation and 
draft laws currently being stud- 
ied by the government and par- 
liament 

Madadha resigns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Stale for Foreign Affairs 
Khaled Madadha on Monday 
resigned from ihe government, 
according to informed sources. 
The sources said Mr. Madadha 
submined his written resigna- 
tion to the prime minister's 
office. 

Israelis not invited to 
Oman conference 

MUSCAT (AP) — Israeli 

companies will not be partici- 
pating in a three-day water 
conference and exhibition 
opening here on March .9, an 
Omani official said Monday. 
The official said requests from 
a number of Israeli firms to 
participate had been turned 
down. He said that the govern- 
ment of Oman was "not com- 
forcible” with Israel's policies 
and that the private sector here 
was hound by the govern- 
ment's position. 

Saudi dissident 
warns U.S-, Israel 

LONDON (AFP) — Saudi 
dissident Osama Ben Laden 
warned Monday of stepped up 
resistance against U.S. forces 
in Saudi Arabia and Israeli 
forces in the Israeli occupied 
term ones. "After American 
foolishness, we are expecting 
an intensification of resistance 
against tiie .American occupa- 
tion of Saudi holy places and 
the Zionist occupation of the 
land of Palestine.” he said in a 
statement released in London 
by the Office for Studies of 
Islamic Conflicts, which was 
founded in January and 
describes itself as "an inde- 
pendent mediation organisa- 
tion” 

Two Israeli-backed 
militiamen wounded 

^ METULLA (.AFP) — Two 
militiamen of the Israeli- 
financed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) were wounded Monday 
by a roadside bomb planted by 
the guerrilla movement 
Hizbullah, SLA sources said. 
The bomb was planted near the 
town of Jezzin which lies just 
outside the self-styled “securi- 
ty zone" hold by die sla and 
Israeli army in southern 
Lebanon, die sources said. One 
of die two militiamen w-as seri- 
ously wounded and both were 
sent to hospital in Israel, they 
said. The Hizbullah movement 
claimed responsibility' for the 
attack and said it killed some 
members of the SLA. which 
controls Jezzin without the 
Israeli army. SLA artillery 
retaliated by shelling suspect- 
ed Hizbollah positions north 
■ of the security zone. 
? Lebanese police said. No 
casualties were reported 
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Clinton decries Israel’s 


Jabal Abu Ghneim plan 

U.S. president, Arafat hold talks 


on peace process at White House 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton on Monday 
denounced Israel’s plans 
for a new settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem, hand- 
ing visiting Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat a 
diplomatic victory in the 
escalating dispute. 

”1 would have preferred 
the decision not have been 
made because 1 don’t think 
it builds confidence. I think 
it builds distrust,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said as he welcomed 
Mr. Arafat at the White 
House. 

Mr. Arafat was in Wash- 
ington to enlist Mr. Clin- 
ton's support in persuading 
Israel to halt construction 
on a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

And as the rwo sat down 
for their Oval Office meet- 
ing, Mr. Arafat said he was 
confident that Mr. Clinton 
would "push to prevent 
this.” 

"Their target is to 
squeeze and to isolate 
Jerusalem." Mr. Arafat said 
of the Israelis, whose move 
he charged will “torpedo" 
the peace process. Mr. 
Arafat has also threatened 
unilaterally to declare a 
Palestinian state immedi- 
ately. 

Washington has called 
the planned “Har Homa" 
settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem "unhelpful" sev- 
eral rimes and stressed that 
both sides must take confi- 
dence building measures to 
build on the momentum of 
the agreement handing the 
West Bank city of Hebron 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

But Monday was the first 


Israeli pullout from W. Bank 
will be very limited — Livnat 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli minister said Monday that 
upcoming army withdrawals from West Bank rural areas 
would probably concern only a "few hundredths" of the 
territory, far less than demanded by the Palestinians. 

Communications Minister Limor Livnat told Israel Radio 
that the first of three further Israeli troop redeployments 
from the West Bank due to begin by Friday would also be 
carried out gradually to ensure that Palestinians honour 
reciprocal obligations under signed peace agreements. 

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu met Monday morn- 
ing with top security leaders to discuss the scope of the first 
pullback that Israel is slated to carry out under the terms of 
a Jan. 15 peace agreement with the Palestinians that led to 
the extension of self-rule to the West Bank city of Hebron. 

Under the Hebron deal. Israel is to hand over additional 
West Bank territory to Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) in three phases to be completed by mid- 1998. 

"I imagine (Netanyahu) intends for a first withdrawal 
that is not more than a few hundredths of the area," said 
Mr. Livant a hardliner in Mr. Netanyahu's right-wing 
coalition government. 

■Mr. Livnat said Mr. Netanyahu had denied Israeli media 
reports he was considering withdrawing Israeli forces from 
as much as 10 per cent of the West Bank in the first step. 

A government spokesman also warned the media against 
raising “unrealistic expectations” among the Palestinians 
with such reports. 

The government decision on the timetable and scope of 
the first withdrawal is expected to come only on Thursday, 
a day before the troops were supposed to begin pulling out. 

Saeb Erekai. a chief Palestinian peace negotiator, said on 
Sunday that the Palestinians had not yet received word 
from the Israeli army on its plans to transfer security con- 
trol in the areas. 

Israel has already redeployed forces from most of the 
Gaza Strip and eight cities that comprise eight per cent of 
the territory in the West Bank. 

According to Israel’s interpretation of the Hebron agree- 
ment. the scope of the further troop redeployments to be 
carried out over the next 18 months is to be unilaterally 
determined by Israel. 

Palestinians say the withdrawals should put up to 90 per 
cent of the West Bank in their hands. leaving only Jew ish 
settlements, some roads and other specified military sites 
under Israeli control. 

A permanent settlement for the territories is to be decid- 
ed in final status talks due to begin this month on such 
issues as borders, Jewish settlements. Palestinian refugees, 
the extent of Palestinian sovereignty and the fate of 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinian protest strike against 
Israeli plan paralyses territories 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians 
shut down the territories 
and East Jerusalem in a 
general strike Monday in 
protest against Israeli plans 
to build a new Jewish set- 
tlement in the eastern sec- 
tor of the Holy City. 

In Arab East Jerusalem 
and throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
stores, banks and offices 
were closed, classes in pub- 
lic schools were cancelled 
and streets ivere largely 
empty. 

Residents of Gaza City 
abstained from driving their 
cars during the strike, 
which lasted" until 2:00 p.m. 
In the northern city of 
Tulkarem, Palestinian 
police prevented people 
from using their cars, wit- 
nesses said. 

The strike came just 
hours before Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat was 
due to meet in Washington 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton for talks Palestinian 
officials said would focus 
on Israeli plans to expand 
the Jewish presence in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The Palestinian Legisla- 
tive Council called the 
strike to protest an Israeli 
decision last week ro go 
ahead with the construction 
of some 6.500 homes for 
Jews on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

“This is a message of our 
anger. lr is only a first step 
and will be followed by 
.stronger and stronger steps 


using all possible means.” 
said Ahmad Qouriea, the 
council speaker, in a state- 
ment. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority has warned the 
Jewish building project 
could spark bloodshed, but 
so far it has taken a cau- 
tious approach by prevent- 
ing daily protests from 
turning into confrontations 
with the Israeli army. 

Jabal Abu Ghneim. 
known to Israelis as Har 
Homa. has been the scene 
for daily protests since the 
project was approved. 

But those protests were 
stopped for the day on 
Monday amid the strike and 
bad weather and no demon- 
strations were organised 
elsewhere in an apparent 
bid to avoid possible inci- 
dents with Israeli security 
forces. 

Meanwhile. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu toured the Arab 
East Jerusalem neighbour- 
hood of Abu Tour Monday 
morning to launch a new 
infrastructure development 
project there. 

Mr. Netanyahu has sought 
to quiet opposition to Jabal 
Abu Ghneim project by 
announcing plans to also 
improve infrastructure in 
10 Arab neighbourhoods 
throughout the Holy City 
and allow Palestinians to 
build some 3.000 homes in 
those areas over three 
years. 

He told journalists that 
some $7 million out of a 


total $40 million slated for 
the project had already 
been released to finance 
infrastructure building in 
Arab neighbourhoods. 

A third of the $40 million 
will go into upgrading 
roads, according to the 
Jerusalem municipality. 

Palestinian officials have 
rejected the gesture, saying 
that they do not believe Mr. 
Netanyahu’s promises and 
that Palestinians need some 
30.000 new homes in East 
Jerusalem to make up for 
housing shortages there. 

Danny Seideman, an 
activist in the lr Shalem 
group that opposes Israeli 
construction in Arab East 
Jerusalem, said the govern- 
ment has 

never made good on its 
promises to the city’s Pales- 
tinians. 

"Every time the govern- 
ment finds itself embroiled 
in a controversial move to 
build Jewish homes in East 
Jerusalem, the so-called 
plans for Palestinian con- 
struction are taken out of 
mothball," Mr. Seidemann 
said. ’’When the storm dies 
down these plans are left to 
die a natural or unnatural 
death.’ 

A former city official has 
said Israel has enforced 
construction quotas in 
Jerusalem to keep the 
Palestinian population in 
ihe city at no more than 28 
percent of the total — or 
what it was after The 1967 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein with one of the children at the Al Hussein Welfare Institute 
during a visit he paid there on Monday (photo by Yousef Allan) 


King visits 14 orphaned children 
moved to Hussein Medical Centre 

Amman Chamber of Commerce 
lauds King and donates JD 25,000 

The Amman Chamber of Commerce on Monday 
sent a message to the King praising his decision to 
dedicate Al Hashemiyeh Palace as a home for 
orphans and announced a JD 25,000 donation to 
care for the orphans in line with a call by the King 
for Jordanians to help orphans with whatever they 
can. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Zein on 
Monday called at King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
where he visited 14 orp- 
haned and homeless chil- 
dren from the Al Hussein 
Welfare Institute undergo- 
ing treatment there and 
was reassured about their 
health conditions. 

The King toured the ward 
and chatted and carried and 
hugged the children. 

lT was upon the King’s 
directives that the children 
were moved from their 
society home to the hospi- 
tal for treatment when he 
visited the institute last 
week accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

The institute, which is 
located at the Ashrafieh dis- 
trict of Amman cares for 
187 orphaned and homeless 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) 
— Iraq has since December 
submitted 222 food and 
medical contracts for U.N. 
approval under the oil-for- 
food deal but only nine 
have been accepted, an 
Iraqi minister said Monday. 

"The only ones that have 
been approved were three 
contracts to buy wheat from 
Australia and France, three 
to purchase milk from 
Tunisia and France, one to 
buy tea from Sri Lanka, one 
to buy rice from Thailand, 
and one contract to pur- 
chase medicine from 


children w’ho the King has 
ordered that they be 
moved from the present 
premises to al Hashemiyeh 
Palace which will serve as 
their home and said that he 
will move with his family 
to a modest home on the 
outskirts of Amman. 

One of the 14 children is 
Nuha a four-vear-old orp- 
han who is recovering 
after surgery' that removed 
a stone from her bladder. 

In hfs letter to Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti. 


Britain." Commerce Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mahdi 
SaJeh said. 

Mr. SaJeh also accused 
the United States of geno- 
cide, saying Washington 
was delaying the arrival of 
food and medicine under 
the oil-for-food deal with 
the United Nations. 

"The Ignited States is 
insisting on its policy of 
using an act of genocide 
against the Iraqi people,” 
Mr Saleh told a news con- 
ference in Baghdad. 

Health Minister Umeed 
Madhat Mubarak, opening 


King Hussein said that the 
children should be moved 
to al Hashemiyeh Palace 
once ir has been refined 
and as soon as possible. He 
said that he and Princess 
Zein will follow up on the 
affairs of these children. 

The King and Princess 
Zein later called at the Al 
Hussein Welfare Institute 
to inspect the other chil- 
dren’s conditions. He chat- 
ted with the children who 
are looked after by foster 
mothers and nurses. 


a French pharmaceutical 
fair in Baghdad, said 
despite the alarming situa- 
tion in Iraqi hospitals no 
medicine had yet reached 
Iraq from the partial oil 
expons that stoned in 
December. 

"We are keen on having 
these drugs as soon as pos- 
sible but there are so many 
problems created by the 
American delegation at the 
(U.N.) Sanctions Commit- 
tee." 

’The situation is deterio- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Kinkel 

arrives 

here 

today 

By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — German For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
begins a 24-hour visit to 
Jordan today for talks in 
continuation of the discus- 
sions His Majesty King 
Hussein held during a visit 
he paid to Germany last 
month, officials and diplo- 
mats said Monday. 

While the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East 
peace process remain high 
on the agenda of. Mr. 
Kinkel’s talks here, the 
emphasis appears to have 
been given to economic 
cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Germany. 

The foreign minister, 
who arrives this evening 
and will have talks with 
King Hussein over dinner, 
will be accompanied by a 
high-level business delega- 
tion which includes nearly 
20 senior executives from 
giants such as Daimler 
Benz. Siemens. Thyssen 
Rheinstahl, ASEA Brown 
Bovery and Krupp- 
Hoesch. 

The delegation will hold 
talks with 'Jordanian busi- 
nessmen and industrialists 
under the auspices of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try on potential joint ven- 
tures and licensing 
arrangements. 

Mr. Kinkel. who will 
leave for Jericho Wednes- 
day. will also hold talks 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

A meeting is also sched- 
uled for early Wednesday 
with the special European 
Union (EU) envoy to the 
Middle East. Miguel 
Angel Moratinos. who 
would be arriving here 
also on Tuesday for a 
review of the Middle East 
peace process with the Jor- 
danian leadership, diplo- 
mats said. 

The German foreign min- 
ister will also hold a meet- 
ing with Jordanian recipi- 
ents of German scholar- 
ships before talks with Mr. 
Kabariti at the prime min- 
istry. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq awaits U.N. okay for 222 deals 


U.S. unlikely to 
pressure Israel 
— Syrian envoy 


CAIRO tAFP) — Syria's 
top negotiator with Israel 
does not expect the United 
States to exert pressure on 
the Jewish state to revive 
the peace process, the 
Egyptian government daily 
Al Ahram reported on 
Monday. 

Wa/id Al Moallem said a 
resumption of peace talks 
depends on a "political 
decision” from Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to respect com- 
mitments for a Golan pull- 
out from the Labour gov- 
ernment he defeated in 
May elections. 

“1 don't expect the United 
Stales to put pressure on 
Netanyahu even if his posi- 
tions clash with U.S. vital 
interests.” said Mr. 
Moallem, who is also 
Syria’s ambassador to the 
United States. 

T believe that the U.S. 


will only revitalise its role 
in the peace process when it 
feels a real desire from Mr. 
Netanyahu to move for- 
ward,” he told Al Ahram. 

Mr. Moallem said he held 
talks in Washington with 
the U.S. coordinator for the 
Middle East. Dennis Ross, 
to evaluate the outcome of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s visit to the 
United States in February. 

"The resumption of Syri- 
an-Israeli negotiations ... 
needs a political decision 
from Mr. Netanyahu in 
which he confirms that 
peace is in Israel's vital 
interest." he said. 

Mr. Moallem said the 
Israeli leudi-r would have to 
“respect Lhe commitments 
undertaken by the Rabin 
and Peres governments in 
order to resume talks from 
where they left off in Fel> 

(Continued on page 7) 



The Home of Dar Al Bir is recruiting substitute 
mothers to care for the children at Dar Al Bir 
within the following qualifications: 


• 25-45 years old 

• Holder of a university degree or diploma 
or Tawjihi 

• Has the heart and the will to work with 
orphaned children 

BENEFITS: 

• Good monthly salary 

• Health insurance 

• Annual and weekly leaves 

• Social security 

• Possible accommodation 

• Transportation provided 

SEND APPLICATIONS TO: 

• Detailed curriculum vitae 

• Recent passport photograph 

• One copy of family ID card jiki) 

• Full address and telephone number 

TO THE OFFICE OF: 

HRH Princess Zein Bint Al-Hussein, 
Royal Palace, Amman. 
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Egyptian 
deputy 
released 
on bail 
after 

questioning 

CAIRO (AP) — A mem- 
ber of parliament who was 
stripped of his immunity 
last month for allegedly 
joining an illegal organi- 
sation has been released 
on bail after questioning, 
police officials said. 

Ali Fath A1 Bab of the 
Islamic-oriented Labour 
Party has not been 
charged with any crime. 
He eould face up to three 
years in prison if convict- 
ed of being a member of 
the outlawed Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Mr. Bab was released 
Sunday on 1 ,000 egyptian 
pounds ($295) bail, police 
said. 

On Feb. 2, the national 
assembly lifted Mr. Bab’s 
immunity from prosecu- 
tion. Police wanted to 
question him about his 
alleged involvement with 
the Brotherhood and his 
possible connection to 
pamphlets that urged the 
overthrow of the govern- 
ment: 

During the parliament 
meeting when the immu- 
nity was lifted, he stressed 
there was no evidence 
against him. adding that 
constitutional guarantees 
of freedom of opinion 
protect critics of the gov- 
ernment. 

On Dec. 26, police 
rounded up in Cairo and 
its suburbs several dozen 
members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which is the 
country's largest Islamic 
group, and accused them 
of possessing and distrib- 
uting pamphlets urging 
|fte overthrew, of Egypt’s 
secular government. 

Prosecutors alleged then 
that Mr. Bab was involved 
with the group, but could 
not question him because 
of his immunity. 

Mr. Bab was elected in 
1995 and was widely seen 
as supported by the Broth- 
erhood. 

Although outlawed, the 
Brotherhood was allowed 
to operate openly for 
years and some of its 
members served in parlia- 
ment under the banner of 
other political parties. 

But a wave of arrests 
started in 1995 after Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak 
accused the group of fun- 
neling money and arras to 
extremists who use vio- 
lence in their campaign to 
turn Egypt into an Islamic 
state. 

The brotherhood denies 
it backs the radicals and 
says it condemns violence 
and seeks an Islamic state 
through peaceful means. 



HELP FOR IRANIAN QUAKE VICTIMS: Volunteers sort used clothes in the city of Golestan in Iran. 
The clothes were donated for the victims of die earthquake that struck the northwestern Iranian region 
of Ardabil on Friday (see story on page 12) (Reuters photo) 


Petra major locale in film on German 
who discovered ancient city of Troy 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Historic sites, 
particularly in and around 
Petra, will figure promi- 
nently again in a major film 
on the life of a millionaire 
German entrepreneur, 
famous for his discovery of 
the ancient city of Troy in 
the 19th century. 

The producers of the $20 
million film are also seek- 
ing a young girl to play the 
role of the Greek heroine in 
the 90-minute film. 

The film is slated to 
depict the life of the late 
German Heinrich Schlie- 
mann. who followed leads 
in Homer's Iliad to locate 
the ancient city of Hissarlik 
— Troy — in 1873. 

“Schliemann married a 
15-year-old Greek girl, and 
spent his honeymoon in 
and around Petra,” said 
Christopher G. Janus, who 
followed Schliemann’s trail 
and helped locate the “gold 
of Troy” — 12,000 pieces 
of gold chains, pitchers, 
rings, tiaras, bracelets, 
swords, walking sticks and 
coins. 

The “gold of Troy" now 
m is in the possession of 
Russia, whose soldiers kept 
the priceless treasure as 
“war booty”, in a bunker 
not far from Hitler’s own 
underground cellar follow- 
ing the fall of Berlin in 
1945. said Mr. Janus, 
whose work is the basis of 
the film on Schliemann. 

“There were two great 
adventurers in the 19th 
century. Sir Richard Bur- 
ton, who discovered the 
source of the Nile, and 
Schliemann. who used 

Homer’s Iliad, which 
recounted the Trojan war 
find the ancient buried city 
of Troy.” said Mr. Janus, 
who is of Greek ancestry. 
Mr. Janus is currently in 



Jordan scouting for. sites 
.for, the movie and expects 
filming to begin before the 
end of” the year. 

A good segment of the 
film is to be shot in the 
Kingdom before it is Fin- 
ished in a projected three 
months time. Ben Kings- 
ley. who played “Gandhi.” 
is lipped to take the lead 
role. 

"It is also quite possible 
that the entire film could be 
shot in Jordan if the right 
locations are found." sard 
Mr. Janus, who is accom- 
panied on the trip to Jordan 
by close associate Valerie 
Valentine and a coordinator 
with the Chicago depart- 
ment of senior citizens. 

Mr. Janus, who is in his 
eighties, has written several 
books and authored sever- 
al publications. One of his 
books. “Miss 4th of July 
Goodbye." was made into a 
Disney movie in 1988. He 
has also made documen- 
taries for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
CCBC). 

Mr. Janus and Ms. Valen- 
tine. who met with Minister 



Valerie Valentine 


..of Tourism Saleh lrsheidat 
this week, said they, were 
very, encouraged by the 
support that the Jordanian 
government was offering 
for the film project and 
confident that they would 
find everything they need 
in the Kingdom. 

They are also certain that 
the tourism potential in Jor- 
dan, which has already pro- 
vided impressive locales 
for “Lawrence of Arabia,” 
"Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade" and an, as yet 
unreleased, film regarding 
a man and a desert leopard, 
will get a much-needed 
exposure through the 
Schliemann movie, again a 
Disney production. 

‘‘We were surprised to 
hear that only 100,000 
Americans visited Jordan 
in 1996." said Mr. Janus. 
“It should be 300.000 and 
steadily growing if the 
right exposure is offered to 
Jordan's attractions." 

Extensive use will be 
made of the ancient fea- 
tures of Petra and its sur- 
roundings in the film, 
which also draw on local 


inhabitants for the bulk of 
the supporting cast. 

"We are looking for an 
ideal girl to play Sophia, 
Schliemann ‘s wife." said 
Mr. Janus. 

"Sophia could be Jordan- 
ian. Greek or from any part 
of the world” as long as she 
fits the bill of a 15-year-old 
Greek girl from the 1 9th 
cenrury. he said. 

A “contest” is planned to 
select the girl after an open 
invitation is issued, he said. 

Giving a hint of what the 
producers have in mindfor 
the heroin, Mr. Janus cited 
a particular scene in the 
proposed film: Schliemann 
had written to the mayor of 
ancient Athens that he 
wanted to many* a “pure 
Greek” girl “who should be 
15. a virgin and - able to 
recite, without mistakeYone 
whole page from Odyssey 
from memory. 

The mayor found such a 
girl — Sophia — from a 
poor family and informed 
Schliemann who travelled 
to Greece with all pomp 
and show that befitted his 
immense wealth for a first- 
hand look at the potential 
bride. 

He strode down from his 
golden carriage, entered the 
humble adobe of the 
would-be bride and 
demanded to see the girl. 

Sophia was ushered into 
his presence, and Schiie- 
mann, after appraising her 
physical features, asked 
that she recite one page 
from Homer’s work. 

When she did so wirh 
utmost perfection. Schlie- 
mann was impressed. "J’m 
satisfied that you are suit- 
able to be my wife,” he 
declared, only to have the 
15-year-old retort: “I may 
suit you. but how do T 
know you will suit me?” 


Khartoum 

residents 

unbothered 

about 

fighting 

in east 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
impoverished residents of 
the Sudanese capital are 
more concerned with mak- 
ing ends meet than with the 
fighting between opposition 
forces and government 
troops along the country's 
eastern border. 

Most, like Abdallah A I 
Hajj, a 73-year-old father of 
11, also ignore repeated 
appeals by the official media 
for the people to join a holy 
war against the “invaders.” 
“It is not my war. it is the 
government’s. My daily 
struggle is to provide for my 
family with revenues that are 
decreasing day by day.” said 
Mr. Hajj. who runs a small 
silver shop in the old souk of 
Oumdurman. Khartoum's 
twin city. 

“I have 1 1 children, 
including six sons who work 
with me and our earnings are 
very thin now that tourists 
don't visit Sudan anymore.” 
Mr. Hajj said holidaymak- 
ers stopped coming to his 
country after the 1989 Islam- 
ic- military coup led by Gen- 
eral Omar A! Bashir. 

The World Tourist Organi- 
sation (WTO) said the num- 
ber of tourists who visited 
Sudan dropped from 16.000 
in 1991 to 12,000 in 1994 
while tourism receipts 
plunged from SS million in 
1991 to $3 million three 
years later. 

Sudan’s official press carry 
daily reports from the front 
as well as quotes attributed 
to local officials on the 
“atrocities carried out by the 
Tigreans (Ethiopians).” 

The government in Khar- 
toum accuses Ethiopia and 
neighbouring Eritrea of hav- 
-rng. helped .opposition forces 
occupy villages in Blue Nile 
state, 550 kilometres south- 
east of the capital. 

The National Democratic 
Alliance, which groups the 
northern opposition and 
southern rebels, launched an 
offensive against the region 
on Jan. 12 and has since 
secured control over 2,000 
square kilometres. 

‘The government is trying 
to tarnish the image of the 
opposition, but we are per- 
fectly aware that the war is 
between the government and 
the opposition and that there 
aren't any Ethiopian or 
Zionist plots." said lawyer 
Baker Yousef. 

He said the lack of 
Sudanese enthusiasm for the 
conflict was nothing new. 

"The opposition had once 
before captured this territory 
but were routed by the gov- ' 
emment troops some lime | 
later,” Mr. Yousef said. 

In 1987, the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
had seized control of the 
same territory but five years 
later was driven out. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Firecracker manufacturer killed in Tehran ', 

TEHRAN (AFP) — One person was killed and another 
was seriously injured in an explosion which occurred 
while they were making firecrackers in eastern Tehran for 
the “festival of fire," state television said Monday. The 
blast occurred as the two men were mixing explosive 
materials in a three-storey building in the Namtak area 
Saturday. They planned to sell the firecrackers for the fes- 
tival, a traditional Zoroastrian event to be held here March 
18. three days before the Iranian New Year. During the 
festival, people set off firecrackers and light fires over 
which they leap in order to be purified for the new year 
and to dispel evil spirits. The building where the explo- 
sion occurred was "80 per cent" destroyed and windows 
of buildings within a radius of 500 metres were .shattered. 


Top Egyptian cleric to visit Germany 


CAIRO (AFP) — The head of Al Azhar, the top Sunni 
Muslim authority, will visit Germany next week to dis- 
cuss the teaching of Islam in Europe, his spokesman said 
Monday. Sheikh Mohammad Seyyed Tantawi of Egypt 
will meet German Chancellor Helmut Kohl as well as 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. who invited him to make 
the eight-day visit. Omar Bastawissi said. The sheikh will 
“examine means of setting up branches (of Cairo's Al 
Azhar University) to teach Islamic theology in Germany 
as part of his efforts ro spread the teaching of Islam in 
Europe.” 


I 


Iranian writer dead in Berlin at 93 


BERLIN (AFP) — Iranian writer and literary- scholar 
Bozoq? Alavi died on Feb. 16 at a Berlin hospital at the 
age of 93, his family disclosed on Sunday. Alavi, a left- 
wing opponent of the Iranian monarchy, had lived since 
1953 in East Berlin where he used to teach Persian litera- 
ture at Humboldt University. 

French army chief holds talks with Saadi officials 


DUBAI (R) — French armed forces chief General Jean- 
Philippe Douin met his Saudi Arabian counterpart Saleh 
Al Muhaya on Monday to discuss ways of boosting mili- 
tary cooperation, the French embassy in Riyadh said. 
Saudi Arabia's defence and aviation minister Prince Sul- 
tan is due to visit Paris on Wednesday for talks with 
French President Jacques Chirac. France. Britain and the 
United States are competing for a major contract to sup- 
ply Saudi Arabia with main battle tanks that were tested 
in the kingdom this summer. Diplomats say France also 
hopes to turn a memorandum of understanding on radar 
and surveillance systems for zone and border defence into 
contracts. France, which buys one-quarter of its oil from 
Saudi Arabia, is the kingdom's third biggest arms suppli- 
er after the United States and Britain. Weapons sales aver- 
age SI. 2 billion a year, roughly equivalent to civilian 
exports. 




30 dogs impounded at Cairo airport 


CAIRO (AP) — The quarantine office at Cairo 
International Airport on Monday impounded 30 dogs 
because 1 -Egyptidfr 'dwnttf 1 did not fiaVe 'tfte'proj£r 
-papers for them: Under, quarantine rules, the does- will be 
destroyed if the owner does nopproduceahe paperwork 
within five days. The dogs were brought to Egypt by 
Mohammed Hamdy Youssef from Hungary, quarantine 
officials said. He had health certificates with him. but 
they had not been certified by the Egyptian consulate in 
Budapest, they said. The officials also said Mr. Youssef 
lacked a license to import the dogs. They spoke on condi- 
tion their names not be used. Mr Yousef did not tell air- 
port officials whether the animals were his pets or 
whether he planned to sell them. The dogs varied in breed 
and age. 

Last “Satanists” in Egyptian detention released 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s state security court on Mon- 
day freed on bail the last four of the 80 “Satan worship- 
pers" arrested in January, judicial sources said. The sus- 
pects had to pay 200 pounds ($60) each in exchange for 
their freedom, but an investigation into "Satan worship- 
ping” continues and the prosecution will decide later 
whether or not a trial is necessary, they said. Ln January 
police arrested 80 youths who “organised parties in the 
desert ... during which they wore clothing inlaid with j 
skulls and upside-down crucifixes, and they chanted mys- 
terious phrases.” They were accused of having adopted 
“ideas contemptuous of religion” and “possessing and 
consuming drags.’’ charges with penalties of three years 
in prison, police said. Satan worship is against the law in 
Egypt. Egypt's mufti. Sheikh Nasr Farid Wassel, had 
branded the youths “apostates" and said they should 
repent or face the penalty under Islamic law-, which could 
mean death. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Budgie-The 
Little Helicopter 


14 JO-.. 
15:00 .... 

Flimstones 

....French Procrammes 

16:00 ... 

-...Super Sports Follies 

16:30 


17:00 ... 


17:10.-. 



18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Murphy 


Brown 


20:00 . 


20:30 . 


21:10 . 

The Nature of Things 

22.-00 .. 

News in English 

22:25 - 

— .Snowy River 

23:00 .. 

Mission Impossible 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:40... 


05:56 .. 


11:47.. 


15:05 .. 

Asr 

15:38.. 

- Maghreb 

18:55... 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY 


661757. 

Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amm an International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

weather 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan - 

Cold ^freather* d^ditftJnS' 'will 
prevail today and tomorrow with 
skits cloudy to partly cloudy. 
Rainfall is expected at intervals 
and winds becoming westerly to 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, showers are 


expected, winds northerly mod- 
erate. and seas calm. 


Amman 0*1/10 

Aqaba 11/21 

Deserts 03/13 

Jordan Valley .09/19 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 09, Aqaba 23 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 99 per 
cent. Aqaba 48 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN; 

Dr.FayezAlDabbas 759155 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloui 898140 

Dr. MazenAlNhali -....-.830455 

Dr. Father Bibeisi 5522233 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy’ ...637055 
Al Salam pharmacy —.636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ......644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Naim ukh pharmacy ....623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBSD: 

Dr. 4faoad Qaeu. 281484 

Al QtaiJ|ftarit*a*y 

ZARQA: 

Dr. MazenSaffarini -985832 

Kbalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

CM] Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7 101 

Blood Bank 775 1 21 

Highway Police 843402 

IVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.....! 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints _ 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authoritv 

815615 

Electric Power Compaq? 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 


GUIDE 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 64428 1 /6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-Ahli; Abdali .664 1 64/6 

Italian, AWVluhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marks _ 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

- ....(09)990990 

CRBffh 

Princess Basma Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catbotk Hospital 

-(02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 




FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus i RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 -Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 — London (RJ) 

16:20 — Cairo(RJ) 

16:35 ...... Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 London (KJ) 

13:30 -..Kiev(6U) 

14:05.._ .Munich (YP) 

16 JO Rome (AZ) 

18:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:30 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Td Aviv (LY) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:59 Aden (IY) 

Wh55 .....Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
17:45 -...Td Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 .Marks, Aqaba (add) (RJ) 
06:20 _ Beirut (RJ) 


08:30 Amsterdam. New York {R 
11:05 Amsterdam, Montrea 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 Vienna. Brussels (R. 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ 


iz:iu 

12:15 

— -Pans (RJ) 

12:15 


12:30 


20; 20 

Ms 311 

-Lamaca(RJ) 

20? 


21:00 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RT) 

Other Flights 
07:30 

-London (KJ) 

07:35 

14:30 

15:45 

JLoridon (BA) 
Kiev (6U) 

17:40_ 

19:15 

....Rome (AZ) 

21:30 


22:50 - 

..Tel Aviv n Y\ 

00:40 Damascus, Amsterdam 
(KL) 

01:00.- Aden (IY) 


01:55 Buchare . 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

—Aqaba (RW) 

17 : 15 .Tei Aviv (RW } 

20-.30 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pm. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am. 
every Sunday ' 

A it. Amman 5:00 pm. every 
Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Annie..- 


Banana. _ ..._ -tiM/Kon 

Banana ( imported ).., 

..-1-1000/800 

Cabbage 

inn/jft 

Carrot - .. 


Cauliflower. 

300/200 

Cucumber (large) 

-240/100 

Cucumber (small)., 

380/250 

Eggplant. 

_24tvmn 

Fava beans .. 

75fl/5nn 

Garlic 

1150/800 

Grape fruit - 


Lemon - 

390/200 

Marrow (large)- 

...--260/150 

Marrow {small) 

460/280 

Onion (green) 

— 240020 

Onion (dry) — 

... -2Wino 

Orange - 650/Jsn 

Peas (Ka/caa 

Pepper (hot) 

350/140 

Ptepper(sweet) 

380/220 

Potato 

.... UA/i/m 

Radish wn/.m 

Spinach 

340/150 

String beans- 

— 750/500 

Tomaio - 

—.-240/120 
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Queen opens 14th conference 


Candidate for mayoral 


House speakers meet with Sudanese envoys 


* of Arab Academy of Music 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day opened the 14th Con- 
ference of the Arab Acade- 
my of Music and the Sec- 
ond Arab Music Rostrum, 
organised by UNESCO's 
Internationa] Music Coun- 
cil and the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation's National 

Music Conservatory 

(NMC) in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Culture at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

The Queen also toured an 
exhibition which show- 
cased a variety of music 
instruments, compact discs 
£ and publications available 
in Jordan, a Royal Court 
statement said. 

The three -day confer- 
ence. in which delegations 
from all member countries 
of the Arab League are par- 
ticipating, features a series 
of lectures and presenta- 
tions, a seminar on “music 
forms and their style of per- 
formance in Arab coun- 
tries’* and music concerts. 

The concerts include oud 
recirals by Jordanian oud 
soloists and performances 
by the Arab Music Ensem- 
ble of the Cairo Opera 
House with songs by II m 
Kalthoum. Lai la Murad and 
others by the Jordanian 


Radio and Television 
Ensemble and the National 
Music Conservatory at Al 
Hussein Sports City's 
Palace of Culture, the state- 
ment said. 

Minister of Culture Dr. 
Ahmad Qudah stated that 
his ministry supports more 
than 180 cultural institu- 
tions. a large number of 
which are musical groups 
and associations. He added 
that the ministry plans to 
establish a national centre 
for Arabic musical studies, 
to be associated with 
regional and international 
music institutions. 

Director of the National 
Music Conservatory, Mr. 
Kifah Fakhouri stressed the 
importance of focusing the 
conference's efforts on 
organising the “musical 
profession in the Arab 
World in order to expand 
job opportunities of music 
graduates beyond the fields 
of education and commer- 
cial performances” as well 
as "establishing an Arab 
music board that would set 
joint exams and competi- 
tions in the field of Arabic 
music.” 

According to President of 
the Arab Academy of 
Music Hussein Oreibi. the 
academy was established in 


1971 in Baghdad, in associ- 
ation with the Arab League, 
and each of the league’s 
member states is represent- 
ed in the academy, the 
statement said. 

The academy is the Arab 
World's sole representative 
in UNESCO’s International 
Music Council and organis- 
es music festivals and com- 
petitions, issues music pub- 
lications, researches tradi- 
tional forms of music and 
has a growing library of 
audiovisual materials relat- 
ed to Arabic music. 

The International Music 
Council (JMC) was found- 
ed in 1949 by UNESCO "to 
contribute to the develop- 
ment and strengthening of 
friendly working relations 
between all music cultures 
of the world.” A network of 
regional secretariats in 
Europe. Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Arab 
World promotes regional 
projects under the IMC 
aegis. 

Attending the conference, 
according to the statement, 
were Minister of Education 
Dr. Munther Al Masri. Sen- 
ator Leila Sharaf and Head 
of the Steering Committee 
for the National Music 
Conservatory Hind Nasser. 


Editor of weekly assigns temporary 
stand-in until court issues ruling 




By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Press and 
Publication Department 
(PPD) Director Mohammad 
Amin Monday announced 
that his department did 
request that Al Urdun 
weekly newspaper Editor 
Musa Kilani assign a tem- 
porary editor in his stead. 

■ He .called for die movp be.- 
made.. until, a.. court ruling., 
canbe.issued by the Higher 
Court of Justice in Dr. 
Kilani’s case. 

Dr. Kilani was suspended 
for four months from his 
post subsequent to a Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
disciplinary council deci- 
sion Sunday ro temporarily 
suspend him as editor from 
the weekly. 

It based their decision on 
the publication of a news 
item in his newspaper 
which, the council said, 
unfairly tarnished the repu- 
tation of two association 
members. 

"We have contacted Dr. 
Kilani and he informed us 
of his assignment of anoth- 
er editor to replace him 


until the court rules in the 
case.” Mr. Amin said. 

According io the PPD 
director. Dr. Kilani stated 
thar he appointed Al Urdun 
journalist Mohammad 
Sabri Sweidan to replace 
him until the court issues its 
decision. 

The article which prompt- 
ed the suspension, pub- 
lished in Al Urdun Jan. 6 
• issue, was- ... entitled ."A 
reporter, and. a,. prostitute” ! 
and accused the sister of 
two journalists of running a 
brothel in Madaba. 

"This news item was 
false, and lacked honesty 
and objectivity- in reporting 
and tarnished the reputation 
of two of our members," 
Fakhri Abu Hamda, direc- 
tor of the JPA said. 

He added that when Dr. 
Kilani was questioned by 
the disciplinary council 
about the news item, “he 
informed the council that 
the news item was, indeed, 
false.” 

The news item prompted 
journalists Yousef Gheis- 
ban. editor of the satiric 
weekly Abed Rabbo, and 
his brother Nabil, a reporter 


at the Arabic Daily Al 
Aswaq, to file a complaint 
at the union. 

Journalist Nabil Gheishan 
told the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview that he and 
his brother decided to file a 
complaint at the union for 
ethical, and not personal, 
motives. 

He further charged that 
Dr. Kilani published the 
news .item' m question in 
response to his brother 
Yousef Gheishan’s publish- 
ing a caricature in Abed 
Rabbo which described Dr. 
Kilani’s brother Deputy 
Ibrahim Kilani as a hyp- 
ocrite. 

The JPA admonished its 
members in January that 
tough sanctions could be 
imposed upon journalists 
who do not abide by the 
Press and Publications 
Law. 

The union also expressed 
its dismay over the perfor- 
mance of some weeklies 
which, it said, were abusing 
press freedoms and tarnish- 
ing the culrure, values and 
traditions of society. 




* 


I 


What’s Going On 


CONCERT 

* Performance by the Egyptian Arab Musical Band directed by Salah Gbabbashi, at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* British film “The Missionary” at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Jabal A mm an 
at 6:30 p.m. 


SEMINAR 

* -Music Patterns and Their Performing Styles in the Arab World" at the Royal Cul- 
rural Centre at 3:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

> “Women in Business: Insight for Succeeding in the Marketplace” by U.S. Speaker 
Attorney Lauren Nile at the American Centre, Abdoun at 5:00 p.m. 

exhibitions 

* Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at Daral Al Funuo, Jabal Weibdeb, 

umilApril lAlso displaying works by contemporary Arab artists. . 

>■* Display 0 f musical equipment, sponsored by the National Music Conservatory, acthe 
loyal Cultural Centre, until March 5. 

* Sculptures by Zaki Sallam at Baladna An Gallery, Gardens Street (Td.687598), until 
March 15. 

* Works by artists Chao Son-Yun. Li Chi-Mao. and Shen Cheen at the Jordan Natio- 

; al Gallery ofFine An, until March 4. . 


-h 


Works by anist Amanda Shehadeh ai tbe French Cultural Centre; until March 6. 


seat shot dead in brawl 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Author- 
ities Monday announced 
the arrest of 35 people in 
connection with a brawl 
over municipal council 
elections, which left one 
person dead and dozens 
more injured, in the Man- 
sourah area of Na’our. an 
official source said. 

Abdul Razaq Salameh 
Biker, 56, one of the candi- 
dates running for the 
municipal elections, was 
shot and killed Friday at 
noon when approximately 
forty people from the same 
tribe began to fight over the 
municipal council elec- 
tions. the source said. 

“They were all praying in 
the mosque and after the 


prayer ended, an argument 
broke out over picrures of 
local candidates running in 
the elections,” the source 
said. 

The argument escalated 
into an armed fight and 
police cordoned off the area 

and halted the altercation, 
the source maintained. 

According to the source, 
the Na'our prosecutor has 
already transferred 28 peo- 
ple to the Jewideh Rehabil- 
itation Prison and is ques- 
tioning orhers involved in 
the fight to determine who 
shot Mr. Biker. 

Abdul Satar Salameh 
Biker won the mayoral seat 
in the Mansourah munici- 
pal council elections. 


Defence team of former 
consul of Sri Lanka 
requests a full acquittal 


By Rana Husseini 
Special in the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The defence 
team in the case of the former 
Honorary Counsel from Sri 
Lanka to Jordan Tawfiq Abu 
Khajil. involved in an infant 
trafficking scam, asked the 
Amman Criminal Court to 
acquit him of all charges. 

Formal charges pressed 
against Mr. Abu Khajil 
include: use and issuance of 
forged documents, issuance 
of false certificates, sale of 
babies (illegal under a 1929 
law against slavery), posses- 
sion of unlicensed firearms. 
theft, import of illegal wire- 
less devices, abuse of trust 
and forgery of a government 
seal. 

The defence team told the 
court that evidence presented 
against their client, such as 
seized documents and wit- 
ness testimonies, was suspi- 
cious. unclear and not com- 
prehensive 

“The prosecution has built 
its evidence on probabilities 
and suspicions, and one can- 
not indict and convict a per- 
son based on only these two 
factors." the defence said. 

Further, the defence argued 
that the prosecution relied on 
partial witness statements and 
left out sections, an action, 
“which changed the meaning 
of these testimonies and 
altered the truth.” it said. 

In its 87-page closing argu- 
ment, the defence team ques- 
tioned whether the authori- 
ties had the right to search the 
office of Mr. Abu Khajil and 
seize official papers therein. 

"The prosecution's actions 
in seizing official consul doc- 
uments, concerning only the 
consul, violates the Vienna 
Declaration for Consular 
Affaire and the court should 
take this into consideration,” 
the defence argued. 

It also stated that blank 
family books and passports. 


found in Mr. Abu Khajil's 
possession, were meant to be 
used as samples to win a bid 
and unintended as forgeries. 

"In its closing argument, 
the prosecution failed to men- 
tion that some of the seized 
blank passports were pos- 
sessed of no serial numbers 
and bore only the number 
zero, which proves that our 
client had no intention of 
using them illicitly." the 
defence maintained. 

Presiding Judge lssam Abu 
Ghneim and Judge Moham- 
mad Ezeiz postponed the case 
for Mar. 24 to review the 
case. 

Two other people are stand- 
ing trail with Mr. Abu Khajil 
— Anourma Galondar Laji. a 
Sri Lankan accused of agree- 
ing to sell her baby into adop- 
tion and a Lebanese citizen 
Andrea Bustani. Mr. Abu 
Khajil's secretary, who is 
being tried in absentia on 
charges of aiding and abetting 
the former honorary council 
in trafficking the children. 

Amman Prosecutor Ma’- 
moun Muneizel had asked the 
court in his February closing 
argument for full conviction 
of all charges pressed against 
Mr. Abu Khajil. accusing the 
former honorary counsel of 
misusing a trusted post, 
power, authority and diplo- 
matic immunity in return for 
personal gain. 

Mr. Abu Khajil was arrest- 
ed by authorities on Mar. 13 
of last year, shortly after 
police at Queen Alia 

International Airport stopped 
a Dutch couple from leaving 
the country with a five-month 
old boy whom they believed 
they had adopted after paying 
a sum of 58,000. 

The prosecution had 

charged that Mr. Abu Khajil 
has been buying and selling 
babies since 1991 and that he 
sold 36 babies for a total of 
S250.000. 


Iraq has not yet provided information 
about Jordanian detainee — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Justice Abdul Karim 
Dughmi Monday maintained 
that Iraqi authorities have 
not yet provided the King- 
dom with either documents 
or files concerning investi- 
gations into the assassina- 
tion of a Jordanian embassy 
driver, killed in Iraq last 
November. 

"The Jordanian govern- 
ment insists that it be sup- 
plied with the results of 
investigations and is main- 
taining contacts with Bagh- 
dad in this matter." Mr. 
Dughmi said, in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

His remarks followed last 
week's announcement by 
Baghdad that both a Jordan- 
ian and a Saudi Arabian have 
been sentenced to death for 
the driver's murder. 

Iraq named Lhe two as 
Naser Rueili, 23, of Jordan 
and Zaban Zueili, 27. of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Omar Ahmad Ali Sobh 
was killed on the road from 
Amman to Baghdad and 
assailants stole his car as 
well as the diplomatic pouch 
of the Embassy of Jordan in 
Baghdad. 

In a televised confession in 
Iraq on Feb. 15, the two sus- 
pects said they and a third 
man. still at large, halted Mr. 


Sobh as they wanted to steal 
his car but that the victim 
refused to yield to their 
demand. 

They then apparently shot 
and killed Mr. Sobh. but did 
not mention anything about 
the bag which, according to 
Jordanian authorities, con- 
tained 250 blank Jordanian 
passports. 

Mr. Sobh was taking the 
diplomatic bag io Baghdad 
when he was murdered. 

In his statement to Petra, 
the minister affirmed that the 
Jordanian government 
remained in contact with 
various foreign countries 
where Jordanian detainees 
are being held to receive 
assurances about their condi- 
tion and prospects for their 
release. 

Jordan has continued con- 
tact with Israel. Kuwait. 
Iraq, Syria, Egypt, and 
Cyprus all of which have 
currently detained Jordanian 
nationals. Mr. Dughmi said. 

Referring to Jordanian 
detainees in Kuwait, the 
minister said that the Jordan- 
ian government is maintain- 
ing contact with Kuwaiti 
authorities to secure the re 
alease of all Jordanian pris- 
oners. 

Last week Kuwait released 
10 of these prisoners. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
and Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speakers Ahmad 
Lawzi and Saad Hayel 
Srour Monday reaffirmed 
Jordan’s rejection of exter- 
nal interference in Sudanese 
affairs, aimed at destabilis- 
ing that country’s security. 

The two spirakers were 
meeting with Sudanese 
envoys Mohammad Sal- 
heen and Mustafa Sanad. 
who carried a message from 
Speaker of the Sudanese 


Parliament Hxssan Turabi. 

"Jordan is keen on safe- 
guarding Sudan's sover- 
eignty and territorial 
integrity and remains com- 
mitted to supporting all 
Arab states” Mr. Lawzi 
said. 

Mr. Lawzi said that Jor- 
dan remains confident that 
Sudan will be able to pro- 
tect its national interests and 
overcome current aggres- 
sion on its national sodT 

The two envoys later met 


with Mr. Srour to review 

Arab affairs. 

Mr. Srour wu> briefed by 
the two envoys regarding 
current developments on 
Sudan's borders with 
Ethiopia and Eritrea and he 
reiterated Jordan's backing 
of Sudanese efforts io deal 
with the crisis. He also 
voiced the Kingdom's sup- 
port fur Sudanese unity. 

The Sudanese envoys 
expressed their appreciation 
of Jordan's backing. 


Public figures to form lobby 
for recovery of Jordanians’ 
properties in Israel 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ro the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Amid fresh rev- 
elations regarding the exis- 
tence of several hundred 
microfilms documenting Arab 
properties in Israel, a group of 
prominent Jordanian public 
figures has announced the for- 
mation of an association to 
lobby for the recovery of such 
properties by their legitimate 
owners. 

The legal ownership of 
lands and buildings in areas, 
now within Israeli soil, by Jor- 
danians would be documented 
in 1,340 microfilms kept at the 
United Nations headquarters 
in New York. 

The 16 and 35 millimetre 
microfilms reproduce original 
registers, dating back to the 
Ottoman empire and British 
mandate periods, a retired 
official said. 

Owners' names and num- 
bers of the blocs on which the 
propen ies were located as 
well as the size of the plots 
and the number of rooms in 
the houses are specified in the 
microfilms, the former direc- 
tor of the Department of 
Lands and Survey. Kama! 
Nasrawi. told the Jordan 
Times on Monday • ■ 

"The Jordanian government 
is in possession of the same 
data in full." Mr. Nasrawi 
added, “as it bought copies of 
the microfilms for S30.000 
from the U.N. in 1974." 

According to Israeli law. 
Jordanians' properties in the 
Jewish state fall under me 
1950 Absentee's Property 
Law. 

In its acceptance of the 1994 
Jordanian- Israeli peace treaty, 
the state of Israel specifically 
rejected any amendment to the 
Absentee's Property Law and 
maintained that the status of 
Jordanians' properties “shall 
not change.” 

To "apply pressure on the 
Jordanian government to 
negotiate the restoration of 
Jordanians' right of disposal 
over their properties in Israel, 
with Israel" 30 influential Jor- 
danians. from different profes- 
sional backgrounds and public 
offices, haie announced their 
intention of registering offi- 
cially as a society. 

“We invite any interested 
person who thinks he or she 
can contribute information, 
assistance or support to our 
cause to contact and join us." 


Mohammad Aiiyeh. the initia- 
tor of the project, told the Jor- 
dan Times. Monday. 

According to Mr. Aiiyeh, 
prominent lawyers, including 
Omar Nabulsi. Sharif Zubi. 
Anis Qassem. and former 
Minister of Interior Raja'i 
Dajani. well-known journal- 
ists. historians and intellectu- 
als. including Director of the 
Centre for Strategic Studies at 
the University of Jordan 
Mustafa Hamameh. have 
expressed their intention of 
joining the association, still in 
its preparatory stage. 

Due to their professional 
backgrounds, other figures 
involved in the project are par- 
ticularly competent as to the 
issue of Jordanians' properties 
in Israel, such os former 
Director of the Department fur 
Palestinian Affairs Marwan 
Dud in and Mr. Nasrawi him- 
self. Mr. Atiyeh said. 

As the very names of those 
who gave their support to the 
project suggest, the society 
"will tackle property rights of 
Jordanian citizens, regardless 
that their origins be from the 
East or West bank of the Jor- 
dan river." he declared. 

While government officials 
insist that property rights of 
those "felted • to- flee their 
homes- at ‘the outbreak of the 
first Arab-1 sraeli conflict in 
1948 pend on final status 
negotiations. the society 
would aim at drawing, at the 
official level and in the gener- 
al public's perception, a well- 
defined separation between 
the issue of Jordanians' prop- 
erties in Israel and the refugee 
plight. 

According to Mr. Atiyeh. 
there exists "confusion" 
between the right of return or 
compensation, as upheld by 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 194. and Jordanians' right 
of disposal over their proper- 
ties in Israel. 

The separation of the issue 
of Jordanians' properties in 
Israel from that of the refugees 
lies on rwo grounds, Mr. 
Atiyeh explained. 

"Firstly, many Jordanians 
owning properties in Israel are 
not refugees, but come from 
East Bank families. Secondly, 
there is no contradiction what- 
soever between the settlement 
of the refugee issue, to be 
tackled in the multilateral 
track of the peace process, and 
the restoration of Jordanians' 
right of disposal over their 


property in Israel, which 
should he achieved by the Jor- 
danian government in bilateral 
negotiations with Israel." said 
Mr. Atiyeh. 

In 1994. alter the signing ul 
the JiinJunian-lsraeli peace 
treaty, a senior U.N. ulYieiitl 
maintained that initial esti- 
mates placed the compensa- 
tion due to Palestinian 
refugees in the range of SI 7 
billion. However, the official 
declined to specify the para- 
nietres and criteria used lor 
the estimate. 

Reiterating that the protec- 
tion of refugee rights does not 
clash with or overlap the pro- 
tection of Jordanians' property 
rights. Mr. Atiyeh expressed 
concern lor the consenalion 
nf the old records and registers 
in Jordan, documenting Jorda- 
nians' properties in Israel. 

According to Mr. Aiiyeh. 
some documents were trans- 
ferred from the Department of 
Lands and Survey to a storage 
area in Sweileh. inadequate to 
their preservation. 

“We are going to hold the 
government responsible for 
any damage which may occur 
to any document useful in 
claiming Jordanians' proper- 
ties in Israel." he warned. 

- Mr.- Nusrdxit.iWhn has hetJn 
in the- Department of Lrfftis 
and Survey for more than 30 
years, told the Jordan Times 
that the department is in pos- 
session of around N5U regis- 
ters. compiled during the 
British mandate regime before 
iy48 and based on previous 
records from the Ottoman 
period. 

"Until 1962. the department 
used to issue transcripts ofthe 
original property certificates 
collected in the registers to 
anybody who would request 
them.” Mr. Nasrawi recalled. 

However in 1 962. follow ing 
allegations that some owners 
were using their property cer- 
tificates to sell their land to 
Israelis. the department 
stopped this practice in con- 
formity with an Arab League 
provision, he said. 

A statement by current 
Director of the Department of 
Lands and Survey Ibrahim 
Musmar that the department 
would resume giving informa- 
tion on properties in Israel to 
the public was recently pub- 
lished in the Arabic daily Al 
Aswaq. but Mr. Musmar 
rejected this statement a few 
days after publication. 


Japan donates Braille printer to school for the blind 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Japan 
will donate a Braille prim- 
er and related equipment 
valued at $95,709 to the 
Regional Centre for Reha- 
bilitation and Training of 
Blind Girls ( RGRTBG ). 
according to a statement 
from the Japanese embassy 
Monday. 

The grant contract to this 
effect was signed Monday 
by Hal a Jawahari. director 
of the centre, Takayuki 
Kimura, Japan’s ambas- 
sador in Amman, the state- 
ment said. 


The RGRTBG, which is 
located in the Shmeisani 
district of Amman, and 
whose headquarters are 
located in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, has conducted 
vocational training for 
blind women since its 
establishment in 1974. 

The centre currently 
houses 38 women in its 
dormitory and provides 
technical training on 
Braille computers in order 
to expand their job oppor- 
tunities. 

However, the centre 


found the cost of purchas- 
ing u Braille primer pro- 
hibitive. 

According to the 
embassy, the new Braille 
printer and equipment it 
has provided should prove 
a significant help to the 
centre. 

The statement said that 
Hiroshi Endo of Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency is currently help- 
ing the computer training 
department at the RGRT- 
BG as a volunteer. 


Ministry to launch national vaccination campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Saturday. March 8. 
the Ministry of Health will launch a nation- 
wide polio vaccination campaign for chil- 
dren between one and five-years old, 
according to ministry officials Monday. 

Vaccinations will be available at the min- 
istry's health centres, maternal and child 
care centres, the health centres of the Unit- 
ed Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), the Jordan University Hospital, 
the Royal Medical Services, as well as 
mobile health units that reach the remote 
regions of the country, the statement noted. 

It said the vaccination will be adminis- 
tered in two doses: the first during a three- 


dav campaign starring Saturday, and the 
second during anoiher three days starting 
April 12. 

The campaign is pan of a drive to eradi- 
cate polio from Jordan by the year 2000. a 
goal set by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), the statement said. 

The Ministry of Health urged al! families 
with children in the specified age range to 
follow up on whether on not their children 
have been vaccinated for polio. 

The vaccine is being administered free of 
charge to ensure the widest possible cover- 
age, the statement said. 
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Zaire rebels say Mobutu 
must go before ceasefire 


GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — 
Zairean rebels poised to 
seize Kisangani, the last 
government stronghold in 
the east, Monday said that 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko must quit power before 
they stopped fighting. 

“We demand direct nego- 
tiations with Mobutu to or- 
ganise his departure in order 
to leave the management of 
the country to men of integ- 
rity,” a rebel spokesman, 
Gilles Ingala Gwamona. 
said Monday in Goma. 

Mr. Mobutu is currently 
in Nice. southeastern 
France, following medical 
tests. One of his aides said 
he was not expected to re- 
turn to his strife-tom coun- 
try before next week. 

Mr. Gwamona, a member 
of a rebel delegation which 
took pan in initial peace 
talks in South Africa last 
month, said “any suspen- 
sion of hostilities can only 
come” once Mr. Mobutu, in 
power since 1965, has stood 
down. 

“Those who want a cease- 
fire before talks have the 
sole aim of weakening the 
(rebel) alliance.” which 
began its insurrection last 
October and has seized con- 
trol of a vast swathe of east- 
ern Zaire, he said. 

At the weekend, rebel 
leader Laurent-Desire Kabi- 
la said his men were on the 
verge of taking Kisangani, 
having already overrun two 
more key towns — Lubutu 
and Kindu — and the last 
main camp for Rwandan 
Hutu refugees. 

Rebel advances have led 


thousands of refugees to 
flee. Mr. Kabila had warned 
of an assault against Tingi- 
Tingi where he charged that 
Rwandan former govern- 
ment troops and extremist 
Hutu militias were being 
armed by the Zairean army 
and intimidating and tortur- 
ing refugees. 

A rebel foreign affairs of- 
ficial; Bizima Karaha. ruled 
out the idea of a national 
unity government and said; 
“We are fighting for the lib- 
eration of our country, not 
to obtain jobs as some mali- 
cious people suggest.” 

He also appeared to ex- 
clude any partition of Zaire, 
but also said that retaining 
the territorial integrity of 
the country was "not a prob- 
lem for the alliance unless 
as the Kinshasa regime re- 
mains in power.” 

The latest rebel gains 
were "successes for a popu- 
lar army which is fighting 
mercenaries", Mr. Karaha 
added, stating that “Mobutu 
is counting on two armies 
which carried out genocide 
in their own countries, 
Rwandan Hutus and Bos- 
nian Serbs.” 

The government claims 
that the rebels are backed by 
Tutsi-led regimes in Rwan- 
da and Burundi and by 
Uganda, which had been a 
home in exile for many of 
the Rwandan Tutsi rebel 
soldiers who seized power 
in Kigali after the 1994 ge- 
nocide of more than half a 
million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. 

All three neighbouring 
countries deny this. 


The rebels' "justice minis- 
ter," Kongolo Mwenze. 
Monday denounced what he 
called "manoeuvring on the 
question of Hutu refugees 
by some countries such as 
France and Belgium to put 
the Mobutu regime back in 
the saddle." 

He appeared ro be refer- 
ring to renewed internation- 
al calls for a foreign buffer 
force to go to Zaire to help 
refugees, which was last 
month mooted again by the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. France and senior 
U.N. officials. 

“Everybody knew that 
Tingi-Tingi was a militaiy 
camp as well as a refugee 
camp," Mr. Mwenze 
stressed. 

The coordinator for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
the rebel-held Eastern kivu 
provinces. Filippo Grandi. 
said that evacuating soiqp 
160.000 refugees from the 
Tingi-Tingi region would be 
a “nightmare in view of 
logistical difficulties.” 

But in Nairobi, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP). 
Brenda Barton, said that the 
camps at Tingi-Tingi “ap- 
peared empty" when aid 
workers flew over the re- 
gion Sunday. 

Ms. Barton earlier said 
that about 10.000 people, 
apparently Rwandan and 
Burundian Hutus. had been 
spotted moving through for- 
esr towards Punia, 135 kilo- 
metres south of the Lubutu 
and Tingi-Tingi region. 
Punia is already home to 


4,000 refugees. 

Truckers arriving in 
Kisangani, 250 kilometres 
north of the former camp, 
reported that thousands of 
refugees were on the road 
around Ubunda. 150 kilo- 
metres south of the threat- 
ened government strong- 
hold. 

Mr. Kabila Sunday indi- 
cated that thousands of 
refugees were moving back 
to Tingi-Tingi, called on the 
UNHCR to help them, and 
said that the rebels would 
set up safe corridors for 
them to go home to Rwan- 
da. 

The UNHCR spokesman 
in Nairobi. Peter Kessler. 
Monday gave a guarded 
welcome to this invitation. 

‘it could be good news, if 
we had security and if we 
could have mobility." he 
said, "... but we cannot 
work in the middle of a 
war." 

The main exiled Hutu 
organisation, the Rally for 
the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy in Rwanda 
(RDR). Monday urged “hu- 
manitarian organisations 
still faithful to their mis- 
sion” urgently to help some 
“half a million refugees ... 
cast into the forest, without 
assistance and under rebel 
guns.” 

RDR spokesman Chris 
Nzabandora accused aid 
workers of a “shameful 
retreat" in pulling out of the 
camp and also in withdraw- 
ing from Kisangani last 
week because of the rebel 
threat. 


European nations demand release 
of two Frenchmen held in Kabul 


KABUL (AFP)— The Eu- 
ropean Union (EU) has de-. 
manded me release oflwo 1 
Frenchmen imprisoned by 
the Taleban in Kabul, a 
diplomat said Monday. 

"We presented a message 
from the presidency of the 
European Union for the 
release of the two detained 
Frenchmen,” declared Di- 
dier Leroy, French charge 
d’affaires for Afghanistan. 

Mr. Leroy said he and a 
senior humanitarian aid re- 
presentative of the eu 
passed the message to the 
Taleban acting Deputy Fo- 
reign Minister Sher Mo- 
hammad Abbas Stanekzai 
Sunday. 

Mr. Stanekzai replied that 
he "would pass on the mes- 
sage to higher Taleban 
authorities," reported Mr. 
Leroy. 

Dr C.F.W. Rietveld. the 
chief representative of the 
European Community Hu- 
manitarian Office (ECHO) 
for Afghanistan, funds the 
relief agency the two impri- 
soned Frenchmen work for. 

Dr. Rierveld, who visited 
Stanekzai with Mr. Leroy, 
said echo had earmarked 
$42.25 million for humani- 
tarian relief in Afghanistan 
for 1997. a 400 per cent 
increase over the last year. 

“We are the largest emer- 
gency aid donor — not only 
for Afghanistan — but also 
in the entire world." Dr. 
Rietveld noted. 

The two arrested French- 
men Frederic Michel and 
Jose Daniel Llorente work 
for the relief agency Action 


Contre La Faim tACF). 
which echo has funded with 
$520,000* ih 'T997 / fbi 1 ^he" 
supplementary feeding of 
the hosts of malnourished 
Afghan children in Kabul. 

Mr. Michel and Mr. Llo- 
rente were arrested 10 days 
ago when the Taleban raid- 
ed their residence where a 
farewell lunch for departing 
expatriate female staff was 
also attended by 60 Afghan 
women employees of ACF. 

The two ACF Frenchmen 
have been imprisoned in the 
downtown Sedarat prison 
while they are being investi- 
gated for at (east six alleged 
violations againsr Shariat or 
Islamic Law. including ca- 
vorting with “half-naked" 
Afghan women. 

The ultra-conservative Ta- 
leban have enforced a strict 
interpretation of Shariat in 
Kabul, which they seized 
Sept. 27, 1996 from the go- 
vernment of ousted Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

However the Taleban 
have allowed the French 
diplomat in Kabul. Western 
aid workers and journalists 
including AFP to visit these 
two prisoners. 

Prison conditions for the 
two Frenchmen are the 
same as living conditions 
for the average Taleban gar- 
risoned in the Afghan capi- 
tal. 

Their second-storey “cell” 
is a former prison office, 
and although the window is 
barred the ordinary wooden 
door is not always kept 
locked and they are free to 
use the toilet in the corridor. 


For heating there is a 
wood-fired . stove in the 
rdbftt ind'Mr. Michel'.aiid- 
Mr.’ Llorente have been gi-‘ 
ven more than adequate 
blankets for bedding. 

At night — when Kabul 
has electricity — a single 
bulb in the ceiling gives 
them illumination enough 
to read the large stack of 
books Mr. Leroy has deliv- 
ered. 

They have no radio for 
company but they share 
their cell with a non-Afghan 
youth also imprisoned by 
the Taleban. 

The prison governor, a 
sympathetic and educated 
Pashtun. accompanies all 
visitors from the Kabul 
expatriate community, but 
visits are made without any 
beaurocratic impediment 
such as passes or appoint- 
ments. 

.AFP also spoke Sunday 
with the Five Afghan male 
ACF employees — a cook, 
two drivers and two watch- 
men — who although kept 
in different cells, are locked 
up in the same prison block 
as the Frenchmen. 

These five men were 
brought out into the sunny 
prison yard to meet AFT 3 , 
where the conversation — 
as with the Frenchmen — 
was free except for any dis- 
cussion concerning their 
case under investigation. 

They looked in good con- 
dition and said they had vis- 
its from their families last 
Friday, and were able to re- 
ceive food and other neces- 
sities from the outside. 


Indonesia’s Megawati cheered as 
police quiz her for three hours 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of supporters cheered 
Indonesian opposition lea- 
der Megawati Sukarnoputri 
as she underwent more than 
three hours of fresh police 
questioning Monday. 

A growing crowd that 
reached some 3,000 people 
by noon thronged to the 
south Jakarta police station 
in a show of support for Ms. 

Megawati who answered a 
second police summons. 

She was being questioned 
over allegations that she 
held an illegal meeting at 
her home in east Jakarta 
Jan. 10. 

Shouts of "long live Me- 
gawati" and applause erupt- 
ed as Ms. Megawati arrived 
and then later left the south 


Jakarta police station. 

Some 100 hel meted riot 
police in full gear, with gas 
canisters and electric prods 
on their haunch, wielding 
shields and sticks, attempt- 
ed to vainly contain the 
crowd but there were no 
incident, witnesses said. 

One of the team of dozens 
of lawyers that accompa- 
nied Ms. Megawati. Petrus 
Balapatyona, said that a 
total of 18 questions were 
asked by the police about 
who organized the meeting 
and what its concepts were. 

“I think we can say that by 
today, this (questioning) can 
be deemed completed,” Mr. 
Balapatyona said, adding that 
the police made no mention 
of another further question- 


ing in the near future. 

Ms. Megawati, who had 
difficulty entering the po- 
lice compound at her arrival 
and to leave it because the 
enthusiasm of the crowd, 
made no comment. 

She was ousted as leader 
of the Indonesian Democ- 
racy Party (PDI) in June 
1996 by' a government- 
backed party faction, who 
then installed Suryadi as the 
new leader. 

Ms. Megawati's support- 
ers held a meeting at her 
east Jakarta home Jan. 10 to 
celebrate the PDFs 24th an- 
niversary. But authorities 
maintain that it was a politi- 
cal meeting and have ac- 
cused the organisers of not 
seeking a police permit. 


Hesse vote 
gives Kohl 
much-needed 
boost 

FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's Christian Democ- 
rats (CDU), struggling in 
national voter surveys 
against a backdrop of re- 
cord unemployment, re- 
ceived a badly-needed 
boost in local elections 
Sunday. 

Its vote in the state of 
Hesse rose one percentage 
point to 33.0 per cent and it 
gained 2.9 points to 36.3 
per cent in the country’s 
financial capital of Frank- 
furt, long a bastion of the 
left-wing Social Democ- 
rats. preliminary official 
results showed. 

CDU officials quickly 
seized on the results, say- 
ing they endorsed Mr. 
Kohl’s drive for tax and 
pension reforms, now the 
subject of heated wran- 
gling both within his coali- 
tion and with the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats 
fSDP). 

‘The victory in Frankfurt 
and the good results state- 
wide in Hesse show that 
the cdu has passed the vot- 
ers’ test,” said CDU Ge- 
neral Secretary Peter 
Hintze. “These elections 
represent an endorsement 
for the reform policies of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl.” 

The Hesse election came 
at a difficult time for Mr. 
Kohl's government which 
has been criticised for pre- 
siding over the worst un- 
employment since the 
1930s.' 

A newspaper Sunday said 
February jobless data due 
Thursday would show that 
4.8 million people were out 
of work, a new postwar 
record. 

The vote in Hesse, one of 
Germany’s wealthiest 
states with 4_5 million eli- 
gible voters, was dominat- 
ed by local issues but car- 
ried national implications 
as one of only two elec- 
tions this year. Hamburg 
votes in September. 

The SPD, the main opposi- 
tion party in Bonn, also post- 
ed modest gains in Hesse, 
gaining 1.6 points to 38.0 
per cent compared with the 
last local election in 1993. 

"This shows we are mov- 
ing forward," said Hesse 
Premier Hans Eichel of the 
SPD. His party has bounced 
back in voter surveys after a 
steep plunge in 1995. 



A Pakistani worker cleans up scattered papers in front of a crater (foreground) after 
a bomb ripped through a newspaper office in the southern port city of Karachi 
Monday. An official of the bomb disposal squad said the 400-gramme device explod- 
ed outside the reception area of the Pakistani independent Urdu-Ianguage evening 
newspaper Quaumi Akbar. No casualties were reported (Reuter photo) 

Bomb rips through newspaper office; 

8 killed in separate Karachi shootings 


KARACHI (AFP) — A 
time-bomb ripped through a 
Karachi newspaper, office 
early . Monday, .following 
eight killings in shooting in- 
cidents. in a new wave of 
violence in Pakistan’s lar- 
gest city, police said. 

The explosion caused da- 
mage but only minor casu- 
alties. police said. 

The bomb, apparently 
wrapped in a packet, was 
placed in the administration 
section of the Urdu lan- 
guage Qaumi Akhbar Daily 
located on the first floor of a 
four storey building in Pa- 
kistan’s biggest city. 

The explosion shattered 
windows, badly damaged 
computers, furniture and 
other equipment at the of- 
fice, the paper’s chief exec- 
utive Mukhtar Aaquil said. 

There were no staff in the 


building at the time, police 
said. But flying glass slight- 
ly hurt .a guard and a camera 
operator, t witnesses -‘said. ■ 
The blast also left a big hole 
in the floor and damaged an 
outer wall, police described 
the blast an act of terrorism. 

"We have set up teams to 
investigate the incident and 
arrest the terrorists." city 1 
police chief, Manzoor Mu- 
ghal, said. 

Mr. Aaquil. who is also 
chief editor, said his news- 
paper was known for pub- 
lishing stories exposing 
people involved in crime 
and corruption. "However 
we received no threats from 
any party’,” he added. 

“It is a severe blow to the 
freedom of press in the 
country." president of Ka- 
rachi Union of Journalist 
(KUJ) Sarfraz Ahmad said; 


demanding that the culprits 
be given exemplary punish- 
ment. 

■ The* blast followed -a spate 
of killings in which hit-and- 
run gunmen killed eight 
people Saturday and Sun- 
day in different pans of the 
city, police said. 

They included three Shi’ite 
political activists whose parly 
said they were shot dead for 
sectarian motives. 

It was not known why and 
by whom the five other peo- 
ple. among them a police 
constable, were targetted. 

The Shi'ite party, Teh- 
reek-i-Jafaria Pakistan 
(TJP), blamed the killings 
of its three members on the 
Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan 
(SSP), a rival group from 
the majority Sunni Muslim 
community. The SSP denied 
the charge. 


Chechen warlord threatens 
terrorist campaign in Russia 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen warlord Salman 
Raduyev vowed Monday to 
carry out a series of terrorist 
acts in Russia April 21, to 
mark the anniversary of the 
death of Chechenya’s inde- 
pendence leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 

Commander Raduyev is- 
sued his threat after review- 
ing 500 of his guerrillas, 
who paraded in the central 
square of the Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny, an AFP corre- 
spondent reported. 

“On April 21 I will cany 
out a number of terrorist 
acts in Russia, and that will 
cause great sorrow there." 
Commander Raduyev told a 
3.000-strong meeting. 


Dudayev, who proclaimed 
Chechenya independent in 
1991, was killed April 21, 
1996, in what the Chechen 
separatists said was a target- 
ed Russian missile attack. 

Since the attack. Dudayev’s 
body and grave have not been 
seen, and Commander Radu- 
yev has repeatedly insisted 
that he survived, despite 
severe injuries. 

After the separatists re- 
captured Grozny last Au- 
gust a peace deal was 
signed and Russian troops 
withdrew from the devastat- 
ed north Caucasus republic. 

Chechen military Com- 
mander Aslan Maskhadov 
was elected president in 
January. 


Commander Raduyev's 
uncompromising hostility 
toward Russia contrasts 
with Mr. Maskhadov 's more 
flexible position toward 
Moscow, which spent 21 
months trying to crush the 
separatists in a brutal war. 

Several senior Chechen 
separatist officials, includ- 
ing former President Zelim- 
khan Yandarbiyev and for- 
mer field Commander Rus- 
lan Gelayev, addressed the 
rally after Commander Ra- 
duyev, in an apparent show 
of support for the warlord. 

Movladi. LTdugov, Mr. 
Maskhadov’s chief negotia- 
tor with Russia, described 
the rally as “a challenge to 
the current authorities.” 


Runaway 
train * 
crashes in 
Pakistan 
killing 119 

MULTAN. Pakistan (R) — 
At least 119 people were 
killed in Pakistan Monday 
when a runaway train 
crashed after being 
switched to a dead-end line 
to avert a head-on collision 
with another passenger ex- 
press. 

Hospital officials in Kha- 
newal town in central Pun- 
jab province said 70 men. 
27 women and 22 children 
were killed- 

They said 25 seriously 
injured passengers had 
been moved to the nearby 
city of Multan. Thirty-one 
people were being treated 
in KhanewaTs Civil Hos- 
pital and 25 had been dis- 
charged. 

Railway officials said the 
Zulfikar express left Kha- 
newal for Karachi but 
failed to halt at a junction, 
apparently because of 
brake failure, at about 4 
a.m. (2300 GMT Sunday). 

Controllers switched it to 
a dead-end line to stop it 
from smashing into the 
Karachi-Lahore express 
train on the single-track 
line and causing even grea- 
ter carnage. 

The diverted train then 
hit the buffers at the end of 
the spur line near the vil- 
lage of Mirshah. about five 
kilometres from Khanewal. 
derailing the engine and 
five coaches. 

The engine ploughed 
through the buffers into a 
sand ^barrier. Two of the. 
coaches were completely* 
crushed, witnesses said. 

“Some of the bodies are 
unrecognisable,” Khane- 
wal town police superin- 
tendent Mushiaq Warraich 
lold Reuters. 

Newly elected Prime Mi- 
nister Nawaz Sharif flew to 
Khanewal by helicopter in 
the afternoon to inspect the 
scene of* the crash. Pakis- 
tan's worst rail accident for 
seven years. 

Mr. Warraich said res- 
cuers had first tried to use 
blow-torches to free vic- 
tims from the wreckage, 
but were unable to do so 
because the carriages were 
made of highly inflamma- 
ble material. 

One survivor, Moham- 
mad Ashiq, was distraught, 
wailing and hitting his head 
with both hands. Seven 
members of his family died 
in the crash. They had been 
on their way to a wedding. 

Women from nearby vil- 
lages gathered at the scene, 
wailing and beating their 
chests in mourning. 

Khanewal residents®' 
thronged the hospital to do- 
nate blood after appeals 
broadcast over mosque 
loudspeakers. Private cars 
helped ambulances to fercy 
casualties to the hospital, 
about 12 kilometres from 
the scene of the accident. 

On Jan. 21, an express 
train hit a school van at a 
level crossing at Gujar 
Khan, 60 kilometres south 
of Islamabad, killing nine 
people, including six chil- 
dren and two teachers. 

On Jan. 3. 1990, a pas- 
senger train ploughed into 
a stationaty freight train at 
Sangi Railway Station in 
Sindh province, killing 307 
people and injuring 400. 

On Saturday, Mr. Sharif 
toured earthquake-stricken 
pans of the southwestern* 
province of Baluchistan? 
where about 60 people died 
Friday, ro offer the victims 
sympathy and compensa- 
tion. 


EU ministers agree climate-change cuts target 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) environ- 
ment ministers agreed to cut 
the bloc’s emissions of 
greenhouse gases such as 
carbon dioxide by 15 per 
cent of 1990 levels by 2010, 
Dutch Minister Margreet 
De Boer told reporters late 
Sunday. 

“We have an agreement 
on the reduction of 15 per 
cent for Europe as a whole.” 
Ms. De Boer said in refer- 
ence to the EU's 15 coun- 
tries after chairing a meet- 
ing of her EU counterparts. 

The gases trap heat close 
to the Earth's surface and 


are blamed for what scien- 
tists fear will be a long-term 
wanning of the global cli- 
mate. 

The deal emerged after an 
informal session of talks 
Sunday aimed at striking a 
collective deal on emis- 
sions. which diplomats had 
played down as unlikely to 
produce results. 

Ministers agreed on bow 
to share out individual cuts 
between countries for only 
10 percentage points of the 
15 percent pledged, an indi- 
cation of the difficulties the 
EU still faces with its 
announced target. 


Ms. De Boer described the 
15 per cent figure as a Finn 
commitment for the EU to 
take to international climate 
change talks scheduled for 
Kyoto, Japan in December, 

“We go to Kyoto with 15 
per cent and if that’s agreed 
then we will negotiate about 
bow to share out the re- 
maining five per cent within 
the EU,” she said. 

Plans ahead of the meet- 
ing targeted the major 
greenhouse gas. carbon 
dioxide (C02) from burning 
fossil fuels like coal and oil, 
to make up 12 percentage 
points of the EU's proposed 


15 percent cut. 

The Dutch, as bolder 
the EU presidency, unus 
ly scheduled the meetin; 
a Sunday in anticipatio 
two-day, formal iranist. 
talks Monday and inte 
tional talks by climate m 
tiators starting Monda’ 
Bonn. 

In reaching a deal, mi 
ters rejigged a prev 
Dutch proposal, softei 
the demands on most c< 
tries in striking agreer 
on the overall figure. Di 
diplomats said. 
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Germans 
gee Hitler, 
Einstein 
clones on 
newsstands 


BONN (R) — Scientific 
breakthroughs on cloning 
stirred haunted memories 
in Germany of its Nazi past 
Monday when a leading 
magazine printed a line of 
Adolf Hitlers marching on 
its cover next to Albert Ein- 
sieins and Claudia Schil- 
lers. 

Der Spiegel news maga- 
zine published a drawing 
showing five identical co- 

« 'es of the Nazi leader in 
s brown uniform inarch- 
ing next to four Einsteins, 
clad in baggy trousers, and 
three Schifters. wearing 
light-fitting mini skins. 

Standing next to the clones 
of Hitler, who dreamed more 
than half a century ago of 
breeding a master race, is the 
sheep Dolly that Scottish sci- 
entists cloned. 

News of successful clo- 
nings of sheep in by Scottish 
scientists, and of monkeys in 
Oregon have caused a world- 
wide uproar, prompting 
some governments to pro- 
mise thorough checks on sci- 
entists and bans on carbon- 
copy humans. 

Experts said the cloning 
success in Oregon, which 
has not yet been announced 
or published in a scientific 
journal, adds to a growing 
body of evidence that there 
are no insurmountable bio- 
logical barriers to creating 
human clones. 

Lead researcher Don 
Wolf.. a senior scientist at 
. Oregon Regional Pri- 
vate Research Centre in 
Beaverton. and director of 
the Human Invitro Fertili- 
sation Laboratory at Ore- 
gon Health Services Uni- 
versity in Portland, told the 
paper researchers do not 
plan to produce clones 

\ll • 1." 1 'll 

sec if wc pap create geneti-, 
cally identic^ monkeys for 
research." he told the pa- 
per. 

Far fewer of these car- 
bon-copvanimals would be 
needed for drug experi- 
ments because their same- 
ness would eliminate much 
of the genetic variability 
that confounds such exper- 
iments, he said. 

"Science on the way to 
cloning humans" reads the 
Der Spiegel cover story 
heading, which leads a lt>- 
page story on rhe subject. 

“Science has entered into 
a frontier area that raises a 
host of fundamental ethical 
questions," the magazine 
wrote in its letter from the 
publisher. 

* Germans have reacted 
with a mixture of horror 
and humour to the news 
that scientists have cloned 
sheep. Gov eminent mi nis- 
ters have assured an 
alarmed public humans 
would never be cloned and 
pointed out the country has 
stiff laws against any such 
attempts. 

The Nazis tried to breed a 
■‘superhuman race” and per- 
formed horn tic experiments 
on humans. Nazi scientists 
took part in an ignominious 
attempt to create an Aryan 
blue-eyed and blond-haired 
“master race.’* 

The Nazis also adopted 
the “science" of eugenics, 
which proclaimed that 
some were fit to live and 

^reed while others, such as 
mentally or physically 
handicapped, were consid- 
ered genetically inferior 
and had to be destroyed or 
sterilised. 



Two monkeys produced from cloned embryos huddle in a room at the Oregon 
Regional Primate Research Centre. The monkeys, who were born last August, were 
cloned from cells taken from embryos and marks the first time a species that doselv 
resembles humans has been cloned (R euter photo) 

Izetbegovic criticises Bosnian 
Serb accord with Yugoslavia 


LONDON (AFP) — Bosnian President Ali- 
ja Izetbegovic said Sunday night that an ag- 
reement signed last week bv Yugoslavia and 
the Bosnian Serbs on special relations was 
aimed at obstructing the Dayton Peaces Ac- 
cords and would further destabilize his 
country. Bosnian Government Radio report- 
ed. 

"The military aspect of the agreement — 
especially the announcement of a special 
military accord between the Serb entity and 
Yugoslavia — means a disruption of the 
balance established by the Dayton agree- 
ment. which could threaten peace in the 
entire region." Mr. Izetbegovic said in a 
statement broadcast by rhe radio and moni- 
tored here by the BBC. 

The agreement shows that the Belgrade 
regime has not given up its claims on 
Bosnia- Herzegovina, despite being a signa- 
tory of the Dayton agreement and therefore 
bound by it. On the contrary, this agreement 
is an obvious and publicJy-declared.expres- 
sion-o£ claims. on Bosnia- Herzegovina that 
still exist." 

The statement said a number of areas, 
including foreign policy and trade, customs 
policy and citizenship were “strictly under 
the jurisdiction of the institutions of Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina. and the entities’ special 
ties with neighbouring countries cannot 
therefore apply to them.” 

Yugoslavia and the Bosnian Serbs signed 
an agreement Friday establishing “special 
ties” between them. 

The agreement marked a thaw in relations 
between the regime of Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic and the Bosnian Serbs 
whose administration is based at Pale, near 
Sarajevo. 

Under international pressure Mr. Milose- 
vic in August 1994 broke off all official 
contact with the Bosnian Serb leaders over 
their refusal to conclude a peace treaty. 

Meanwhile, a Bosnian Serb mob attacked 
and burned nine Muslim homes while Rus- 
sian peacekeepers stood by and watched, 
the NATO-led Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 


said Monday. 

More than 150 unarmed Serbs arrived in 
the village of Gajevi Sunday evening from 
the neighbouring Serb village of Kora j. said 
an SFOR spokesman. 

He said 20 Russian soldiers stationed in 
Gajevi watched the attack but did not inter- 
vene. 

Gajevi’s Muslim population fled when 
they were attacked by Serbs during the 
Bosnian war. 

In January, in a high-profile U.N. attempt 
to show that refugee returns were working 
as called for in the Dayton accord, a group 
of refugees were brought back to the village 
by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

Later in January two prefabricated houses 
set up by Muslims in the mostly ruined vil- 
lage were torn down by a Serb mob that 
chased the Muslims from Gajevi. 

SFOR announced in January that it would 
increase patrols in the area to deter further 
'attacks, using U.S. and Russian troops. 

And the Bosnian Serb authorities signed 
an agreement promising that Bosnian Serb 
police would prevent further attacks on 
Gajevi. 

Last Thursday four of the newly restored 
houses were blown up, said SFOR. It said 
the Muslims were not in the village, be- 
cause they worked there only by day. 

SFOR announced Thursday that Russian 
patrols around the village would be inc- 
reased. 

But on Sunday they decided not to inter- 
fere. said SFOR. 

‘There were 150 Serbs and approximate- 
ly 20 Russian soldiers. The only way of 
stopping these people was to use lethal 
force.” said SFOR spokesman Major And- 
rew Saddleton. 

“The commander on the ground made the 
decision not to use lethal force because the 
Serb crowd was unarmed and at no time 
were innocent civilians. SFOR troops, or 
SFOR equipment under threat." 


N. Ireland police foil mortar bomb attack 


BELFAST (R) — Security 
forces in Northern Ireland 
foiled a suspected Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
attack Sunday when they 
found and defused a mortar 
bomb in a coastal resort, 
police said. 

‘it is blatantly clear that 
this was a murderous at- 
tempt by the IRA to kill 
members of the local secu- 
rity forces." Alan Caldwell, 
superintendent with the Ro- 
yal Ulster Constabulary. 
i,aid in a statement. 

Police sealed off an area 
and ev acuated 30 homes in 
Warrenpoinu south of Bel- 
fast, after a series of calls 
warning them about a de- 
vice. 

“Army bomb experts, af- 
ter a lengthy operation. 


made safe a Mark 16 mortar 
bomb found concealed in 
the boot of a car." a police 
spokesman said. 

The device was found 
near the spot where 1 8 sol- 
diers were killed in a double 
bomb attack at Warrenpoint 
in 1979. 

It was the second mortar 
bomb attempt in less than a 
week and followed a state- 
ment from the IRA Thurs- 
day warning that the killing 
of a British soldier Feb. 12 
marked an escalation in its 
campaign to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland. 

Stephen Restorick, 23, 
was killed by a sniper bullet 
as he spoke to a motorist at 
a checkpoint near the mili- 
tary helicopter base at Bess- 
brook, near the Irish border. 


Security forces disarmed 
another powerful mortar 
bomb, abandoned by the 
guerrillas after a failed at- 
tack on police and troops in 
Irish nationalist west Bel- 
fast. Thursday. 

The missile was found near 
a security base overlooking 
the busy falls road after the 
IRA had told news media it 
had failed to detonate. 

IRA violence in recent 
months has provoked three 
attacks on Catholic nation- 
alists by banned pro-British 
loyalist militants. British 
security sources say a loyal- 
ist truce remains in force 
but is shaky. 

Sinn Fein, the IRA's politi- 
cal wing, wants an immediate 
seat at all-party talks on the 
future of the province. 


EU chiefs in Moscow as Yeltsin starts testing week 


MOSCOW iR) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
meets European Union 
(EU) leaders Monday at the 
start of a week which will 
test his strength after his 
long absences from the 
Kremlin because of illness. 

During the week Mr. Yel- 
tsin. 66. is expected to work 
on a cabinet reshuffle, give 
a keynote speech to parlia- 
ment and have talks with 
Belarus President Alexan- 
der Lukashenko. 

4 He starts by holding wide- 
ranging talks with EU Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Santer and Dutch Prime 
Minister Wim Kok. whose 


country holds the EU s 
rotating presidency. 

The pair met Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin Monday morn- 
ing. Interfax news agency 
quoted him as telling then) 
their talks with Mr. Yeltsin 
would give a "powerful new 
boost" to Moscow's rela- 
tions with the EU. 

He hoped for progress on 
a still unratified accord de- 
signed to forge links bet- 
ween the two sides and lib- 
eralise trade. 

The EU leaders are likely 
to back Moscow’s political 
and economic reforms and 
urge Mr. Yeltsin to .vepare 


Russia fully for member- 
ship of the World Trade Or- 
ganisation. Other likely top- 
ics include organised crime 
and the fight against illegal 
drugs. 

The prospect that some of 
Russia’s former Communist 
allies in eastern and central 
Europe will eventually join 
the EU causes much less 
concern in Moscow than the 
planned eastward expansion 
of NATO, which Russia 
says threatens its security. 

Aides to NATO Secretary- 
General Javier Solana are 
expected in Moscow Tues- 
day ahead of Mr. Solana's 
visit next weekend to con- 


tinue the search for a deal to 
ease Russia's concerns. 

Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov briefed Mr. Yel- 
tsin Sunday on his latest 
talks with NATO member 
states. 'Talks made progress 
in several areas,” the Pre- 
sidential Press Office said. 

But it made clear major 
differences with NATO re- 
mained. 

Mr. Yeltsin got some com- 
fort when Russian and Che- 
chen negotiators said they 
hoped a political agreement, 
amounting to a formal 
peace treaty, would be 
signed in the next eight 
days. 


Albania imposes curfew in bid 
to end rioting; Berisha reelected 


TIRANA (AFP) — Al- 
bania's parliament Monday 
reelected President Sali Be- 
risha for a second term after 
the government imposed an 
overnight curfew as pan of 
a stare of emergency to end 
fierce rioting. 

State Television said the 
S:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. cur- 
few would be in effect as of 
Monday evening and that 
public meetings of more 
than four people were 
banned. 

Albania’s borders with 
Montenegro to the north 
were closed to road traffic, 
the Yugoslav News Agency 
(Tanjug) reported. 

Tirana’s decision was 
sparked by weekend riots in 
several southern towns 
touched off by the collapse 
of pyramid finance schemes 
in which many Albanians 
lost their life savings. They 
now want the government 
to reimburse them. 

The violence left at least 
13 dead and prompted par- 
liament to order "armed re- 
bels" to surrender their 
weapons and explosives by 
Monday 2:00 p.m. (1300 
GMT) or risk being shot on 
sight by security forces. 

Mr. Berisha. 52. was the 
sole candidate for the presi- 
dential posL making his re- 
election Monday a mere 
formality. His first five-year 
term ends Sunday. 

Of the deputies attending 


the meeting. 113 voted for 
Mr. Berisha. one voted 
against and four abstained. 

Mr. Berisha’s Democratic 
Party holds a dear majority 
with 122 of the 140 parlia- 
ment seats. Opposition par- 
ties are boycotting parlia- 
ment and have called for 
early elections to put an end 
to the six- week crisis. 

Ambassadors from Aus- 
tria, Britain, France. Ger- 
many, Greece, Italy Swit- 
zerland and the United 
States decided not to attend 
Mr. Berisha’s reelection but 
sent lower ranking repre- 
sentatives. 

"There are questions 
about why (the election) 
was called (today), which 
appears to have been pre- 
mature," given the fact that 
Mr. Berisha’s term will not 
end before another six days, 
a diplomatic source said. 

The government's ultima- 
tum to what it called armed 
rebels was announced after 
a special meeting of depu- 
ties to ratify' measures under 
the state of emeigency. 

Under Sunday’s decree, 
only people with a special 
pass can move about during 
curfew hours. 

The television said 
schools and universities had 
been closed and working 
hours set at 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.. except for essen- 
tial businesses like bakeries 
and hospitals. 


Freedom of the press was 
curtailed, with censorship 
imposed. 

Reports likely to encour- 
age “violence against natio- 
nal security, constitutional 
order, public security and 
individual lives" were 
banned. 

However all official state- 
ments relating to the state of 
emergency must be pub- 
lished. The Albanian News 
Agency lATAi did not say if 
foreign media in the coun- 
try must comply with the 
restrictions. 

ATA said soldiers and 
reservists who failed to 
obey orders would be court 
mart tailed. 

Road blocks were to be 
set up at the capital's main 
access routes where securi- 
ty forces have been autho- 
rised to shoor at anyone 
who refuses to stop. 

The interior ministry ad- 
vised foreigners to leave 
riot-torn southern towns for 
their own safety while Mr. 
Berisha pledged to use all 
means possible to put down 
"the rebellion of the red ter- 
rorists." 

“We are going to react 
with the greatest severity 
against all these rebels who 
want to crush Albania and 
its democracy." he said in a 
televised address Sunday 
night. 

Mr. Berisha said that the 
country’s Communist re- 


gime which ended in 1992 
had been rhe "worst calami- 
ty in the history of Al- 
bania." 

The worst violence has 
been in Vlore. where anti- 
government protesters 
stormed an army barracks 
and seized weapons over- 
night Friday. They threat- 
ened to take their popular 
revolt to Tirana itself if the 
government did not reim- 
burse money they lost when 
the Pyramid savings 
schemes imploded. 

Protesters supported by 
the former Communist op- 
position Socialist Party 
blame Mr. Berisha's gov- 
ernment for the financial 
collapse. Mr. Berisha res- 
ponded by announcing the 
resignation of the Albanian 
government Saturday and 
said he would meet with 
opposition leaders to forge a 
solution to the crisis. 

But significantly he has 
ruled out opposition partici- 
pation in a new govern- 
ment. The opposition wants 
an interim government set 
up pending “early Free and 
honest election’s." Last 
year's parliamentary elec- 
tions were marred by ballot- 
rigging allegations. 

Hunger-striking students 
in Vlore said they would not 
call off their action until a 
neutral government of tech- 
nocrats was named and 
fresh elections organized. 


Deng’s widow scatters his ashes at sea 


Mandela 
holds 
talks in 
Brunei 

BANDAR SERI BEGA- 
WAN (AFP) — South Af- 
rican President . Nelson . 
Mandela held talks -"here 
Monday with oil-rich Bru- 
nei's Sultan Hassanal Bol- 
kiah on the second leg of a 
tour aimed at expanding 
his country’s ties with 
South East Asia. 

The 78-year-old leader 
arrived in this capital from 
the Philippines aboard a 
South African Air Force jet 
and was welcomed at the 
airport by Brunei’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Bol- 
kiah. a brother of the Sul- 
tan. 

Mr. Mandela, accompa- 
nied by his de facto first 
lady Graca Machel. widow 
of former Mozambique 
President Samora Machel, 
was later received formally 
at the royal palace, where 
he reviewed an honour 
guard with the sultan. 

The two leaders held a 
one-on-one meeting after 
bilateral talks with aides, 
according to a South Afri- 
can delegation member. 
Details of the discussions 
were qoi immediately avai- 
lable. 

At the royal ceremony, 
Mr. Mandela's companion 
Mrs. Machel. wearing a 
white tailored suit, stood 
behind Mr. Mandela and 
the sultan. She was flanked 
by the sultan's two wives, 
who were clad in tradition- 
al veiled printed dresses. 

Mrs. Machel’s high pro- 
file during the South East 
Asian tour has stoked spec- 
ulation of a second mar- 
riage for Mr. Mandela, who 
divorced his first wife Win- 
nie. 

After the palace talks. 
Mr. Mandela and Mrs. Ma- 
chel were billeted along 
with their official delega- 
tion at an official guest 
complex, the Edinburgh 
Palace. 

The South African leader 
is on a 10-day, four-nation 
South East Asian tour that 
will also take him to 
Singapore and Malaysia. 

He was scheduled to tour 
pans of the Brunei capital 
on a river boat Tuesday, af- 
ter which the sultan would 
host a state dinner. 

Mr. Mandela leaves Wed- 
nesday for Singapore, 
where he is to deliver a lec- 
ture on his vision for Sou- 
thern Africa in the 21st 
century. 


BEIJING (R) — Weeping 
uncontrollably, the widow 
of Deng Xiaoping has scat- 
tered the ashes of China's 
late paramount leader from 
a plane above China's seas 
in a final farewell to the 
man who moulded modem 
China. 

"Daddy, you have re- 
turned to the sea. and to na- 
ture," Deng Rong, one of 
his three daughters, sobbed 
Sunday -as. the family scat- 
tered the ashes mingled 
with fresh flower petals 
from a chute in a Russian- 
made military transport air- 
craft. 

“May you rest in peace," 
she wept as her mother 
sobbed at her side, state 
television showed Monday. 

The emotional farewell to 
the diminutive patriarch 
who ruled China for 18 
years and who died on Feb. 
19 aged 92. was in accor- 
dance with his last wishes 
and his lifelong abhorrence 
for the cult of the personali- 

iy- 


BEUING (R) — China is 
boosting its defence budget 
in 1997. but the People's 
Liberation Army (PL A) — 
the world’s biggest at three 
million — is still strapped 
for cash to buy advanced 
weapons, military experts 
said Monday. 

China envisages spending 
80.57 billion yuan ($9.7 bil- 
lion) on defence in 1997, an 
increase of 14.7 per cent 
over last year's budget and 
12.7 per cent higher than 
actual spending in 1996, Fi- 
nance Minister Liu Zhongli 
said in a budget speech 
Sunday. 

Some military experts say 
China's actual defence 
spending was twice the 
budgeted amount, with bud- 
gets hidden or passed off as 
science and technology and 
other expenditure. 


ARKADELPH1A, Arkan- 
sas (AFP) — The death toll 
hit 38 following a weekend 
of tornadoes and violent 
weather across a wide 
swathe from Texas to Ohio, 
officials said. 

President Bill Clinton 
Sunday declared nine Ar- 
kansas counties disaster 
areas, making them eligible 
for federal funds after tor- 
nadoes caused at least 24 
deaths in the state, with at 
least 200 others injured. 

Arkansas was the hardest 
hit as tornadoes tore 
through Arkadelphia and 
the area around Little Rock. 
the state capital, emergency- 
services spokesman Ray 
Briggler said. 

“The best word that we 
could use to describe what’s 


low-key funeral, with no 
lying-in-state for his re- 
mains, reflecting his con- 
tempt for the near-hysteri- 
cal frenzy that surrounded 
his predecessor. Chairman 
MaoTsetone. 

Mao’s body still lies em- 
balmed in Beijing's Tia- 
nanmen Square, a morbid 
memento of China's history 
of fanatical hero worship. 

Deng loved the sea and 
used to swim surrounded by 
bodyguards at a seaside re- 
sort near Beijing virtually 
every summer. 

Deng's widow, Zhuo Lin, 
81, rested her hands in the 
casket containing Deng's 
ashes along with brightly-co- 
loured petals and fresh flow- 
ers for several minutes before 
sprinkling her husband’s 
remains onto the water, state 
television showed. 

Deng’s three daughters 
and his two sons, including 
his eldest son Deng Pufang 
who has been confined to a 
wheelchair since he fell 
from a window after being 
persecuted by radical Red 


But China is still strapped 
for cash to buy destroyers, 
fighters and submarines. 
Western experts said. 

China is eager to buy two 
Sovremenny guided-missile 
destroyers from Russia for 
about $800 million, but ne- 
gotiations have been held 
up due to a lack of money. 

"It’s a cheap price, it's 
one-third the price of a sim- 
ilar Western ship...But the 
Chinese are short of money 
and still discussing the 
price," one Western military 
expen said. 

The Chinese are also loo- 
king to buy more Sukhoi 27 
fighters and Kilo-class sub- 
marines from Russia, the 
military expert said. 

The defence budget 
would be spent mainly on 
training, logistics, mainte- 
nance c‘ d parts. “It'll be a 


happened here is apocalyp- 
tic.’’ Governor Mike Hu- 
cknbee told .ABC Monday, 
adding that the National 
Guard had been mobilised. 

“It is something equiva- 
lent to a huge bombing run 
from the southwest corner 
to the northeast corner of 
Arkansas. We have a wide 
swathe of devastation 
where it‘s just unprecedent- 
ed in its scope, and it’s real- 
ly draining our resources, 
because we have such a 
wide area to try ro cover.” 

In this town of 10.000 
people a twister barreled 
through a six-block area of 
downtown Saturday, leav- 
ing nothing but rubble in its 
wake. 

While there were no offi- 
cial damage estimates, the 


Guards during Mao's 1966- 
76 Cultural Revolution, 
scattered more ashes and 
flowers out of the plane. 

"Deng Xiaoping and Zhuo 
Lin met in Yan'an in August 
1939 ... They fell in love and 
got married." Xinhua said. 
"Deng was Lhen 35 and Zhuo 
Lin 23. The couple spent 58 
years together. 

State media gave no hint 
of the exact location where 
Deng's ashes were scat- 
tered. ' " “ *■; 

However, it said the 
waves might carry them to 
Hong Kong and Macau, the 
British and Portuguese-run 
territories whose scheduled 
return to Chinese rule count 
among Deng's most signifi- 
cant achievements. It said 
some ashes could also flow 
towards Taiwan, the one 
island he failed to recover. 

The last physical relics of 
Deng that now remain in 
China are his corneas, 
which he donated to an eye 
bank — triggering a flood 
of similar donations nation- 
wide. 


long rime before they can 
fly and sail the mew) air- 
craft and ships." said the 
military expert, who asked 
not to be identified. "One of 
the major weaknesses of the 
Chinese is logistics across 
all three services." 

Beijing's military build- 
up has caused anxiety 
among its neighbours, but 
China vehemently denies it 
is a threat to Asia or the rest 
of the world. 

With annual inflation 
reined in to 6. 1 per cent in 
1996 from 14.8 percent in 
1995. the military appears 
as if it would have more 
money to throw around. 

“There's more money go- 
ing inro key areas rather 
than jusr keeping up with 
inflation." another Western 
expert said. 


tornado destroyed at least 
one restaurant, an auto re- 
pair shop and clipped the 
Clark County Courthouse, 
which was built in 1842. 

Four victims were found 
in mobile home parks. 
Twenty -year-old Man Mob- 
ley was lucky enough to 
have heeded television war- 
nings. leaving his trailer for 
a safer area. 

When he relumed he 
found nothing but scattered 
belongings amid strewn 
metal. 

"There is not a damn 
thing here that can't be rep- 
laced,” said his father, 
Charles Mobley, helping his 
son puli soaked bedding 
and furniture from the 
debris. 


Deng had requested a 

China’s military needs cash to buy arms 


38 dead following U.S. storms 
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Value system needs overhaul 

IN HIS meeting Thursday with parliamentari- 
ans, public figures and journalists Minister of 
Interior Awad Khleifat talked candidly about 
many issues: women’s rights, passport regula- 
tions, misuse of power, the new election law and 
the fight against corruption. In itself the exer- 
cise was commendable since it availed the minis- 
ter, who had not said much publicly since he took 
office last year, and his invitees a rare opportu- 
nity to exchange views on the record on such a 
wide range of sensitive issues. But the discussions 
also revealed weaknesses in the system that 
should be neither overlooked nor put aside, for 
now or later. The three new draft legislations on 
women's rights announced by the minister, for 
instance, promise to remove several discrimina- 
tory measures still applied against females in the 
country, but not all of them. Granting women 
and their children the right to acquire passports 
of their own is certainly a step in the right direc- 
tion. However, it is not nearly enough to remove 
all forms of gender discrimination in our soci- 
ety. There is apparently no new plans to grant 
children of Jordanian women married to for- 
eigners the Jordanian nationality. Continued dis- 
crimination against women in this vein does not 
lend support to all the pious talks about accord- 
ing the two sexes equal treatment before tbe law. 
This is where the minister of interior's initiatives 
fell short of living up to the Constitution and the 
various conventions that Jordan has ratified. 

On the passport issue, we fail to understand 
how the Jordanian nationality that was legally 
acquired could be taken away by a political deci- 
sion. Thfchsast .that vye expect is the enactment of 
, 13 , new legislation that purports to amend previ- . 
ous pertinent laws. Even then, the effect of any 
such new laws cannot be retroactive. Dr. Khleifat 
did not offer any assurances on this score by 
reaffirming the principle that legally acquired 
citizenship cannot be denied or revoked without 
a court decision on the basis of the law that was 
in force when citizenship was granted. 

Even more troubling is the treatment of the so- 
called “tribal jalwa." meaning “exile," when a 
crime is committed. To our surprise, instead of 
working determinedly and bard to renounce 
tribal justice as archaic, unfair and contrary to 
Islam and the rule of law, the minister unveiled 
yet another scheme that aims to breathe addi- 
tional life into it, albeit in different form, by reg- 
ulating its application and prescribing when and 
how the forced exile of the perpetrator of the 
alleged crime (and/or his close relatives) could be 
exercised. 

We are fast approaching the turn of the centu- 
ry and there is no excuse to perpetuate a system 
of justice that belongs only to history. Why the 
government at this late hour would try to regu- 
late tribal justice instead of repealing it altogeth- 
er is something that we cannot comprehend. 
Tribal justice, among many other social and cul- 
tural values, have long outlived their usefulness 
and applicability. We need to look no further 
than on what is happening in our worn-out 
bureaucracy, to which His Majesty the King 
alluded the other day and of whose tremendous 
problems the prime minister is aware, to see just 
how much vve need to come up with an altogeth- 
er new value system in this country'. The time to 
start is now. fitting off debate of the problem | 
will not make it gn away. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor the weekly Al Majd described Israel’s 
decision tu establish yet another Jewish settlement 
cli »sc to Arab Jerusalem ilk an act of defiance directed 
;it those Arab regimes that established relations with 
l lie Jewish state. Fahed Rimuwi said that statements of 
a mde in nation against the Israeli moves are not 
enough, and the Arab states have a duty towards the 
Arab Nation and should either sever of freeze ties with 
Israel since statements have no value. At the same 
lime, the Arab leaders ought to meet at the summit 
lc\ cl to consider joint action against Israel not only 
because of its defiance and its planned settlements but 
also to deal with the question of continued occupation 
of Arab territories, said the writer. The Arab states that 
have established links with Israel should realise that 
the new settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim constitutes 
the last link of a long chain of settlements to isolate the 
Arab city and cut it off from the rest of West Bank with 
the intention of creating new facts on the ground and 
perpetuate Israel's annexation of the Arab city, contin- 
ued the writer. Arab slates which supported the Oslo 
accmds ought to reconsider their position and examine 
the new facts created by the Likud government of 
Israel, he said. As to the factions which have been 
opposing the Oslo agreement, they ought to escalate 
their armed resistance against Israel and further explo- 
sions and daring attacks on the enemy, said the writer 
who cited Hizbollah’s armed resistance in southern 
Lebanon as a model that should be copied on all fronts. 



The View from Fourth Circle 

God, the devil and a haunted hill’s 


By Rami G- Khoun ) 

-i 


unspoken ghosts 



THE CURRENT dispute over Israel's plans to build hous- 
ing units in the Jabal Abu Ghneim/Har Homa region of 
Jerusalem is the most significant Arab-lsraeli political 
confrontation of recent years because it compresses sev- 
eral different contests into one and touches on the most 
central, emotional issue of the Arab-lsraeli conflict. It is 
interesting how this Jerusalem-related issue — which has 
absolutely no strategic or security implications and 
involves relatively small amounts of land — should elicit 
such powerful emotions and hardline positions on both 
sides. 

This is not a battle abour a hill; it is a contest by two peo- 
ples who both need to vanquish their history and to 
retrieve their humanity. It is also a contest which marks 
the real start of the final status negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians, and which may also mark the 
moment of reckoning in the whole Oslo peace process. 

Clearly, in my view. Israel’s actions are neither legally 
nor politically sound within the context of an ongoing 
peace process by which Israel slowly achieves acceptance 
in this predominantly Arab/Muslim region. Israel's 
provocative actions, however, have been countered to date 
by equally ineffective Arab responses. The statements and 
actions of the PLO and the PNA have been both pre- 
dictable and ineffective, including holding peaceful 
demonstrations and prayers, staging a general strike, 
threatening to declare a Palestinian state (wasn't that done 
already in 1988?). warning about the end of the peace 
process, and accusing Israel of disregarding international 
law, U.N. resolutions, the will of the international com- 
munity. and the terms of the Madrid and Oslo peace 
processes. Arab and Islamic states’ diplomacy does not 
seem to have fared much better, though ongoing quiet 
contacts may prove to be more productive. 

Several reasons explain this Arab dilemma. The most 
serious is the imbalance of power between Israel and the 
Arabs, which was formalised in the skewed terms of the 
Oslo process. The weakness of the Palestinians, and their 
inability to overcome it. are more evident as the process 
leaves behind the easy achievements of the last three years 
and zeroes in on the tough, core issues of land, sovereign- 
ty. refugees, settlements and Jerusalem. 

The second problem for the Arabs is that we are using 
traditional, largely unproved diplomatic measures against 
the quadruple centrality of Jerusalem in the Israeli mind- 
set; 

a) In the longer historical sweep of things. Jerusalem is 
the existential and emotional symbol, par excellence, of 
everything good and bad for Jews — of Jewish weakness 
and vulnerability in the past, and of Jewish strength and 
self-assertion today. Twice in their history the Jewish peo- 
ple were exiled from Jerusalem and suffered the destruc- 
tion of their temple there. The city to them is an affirma- 
tion of their vitality and durability as a nation as much as 
it is a mere political capital. 

b) In the overall peace- making picture since the early 


1990s. maintaining sole Israeli sovereignty over all of the 
old city and adjacent parts of Jerusalem is the only signif- 
icant issue on which there is a strong consensus within 
Israel — and there are very few things on which there is 
political or social consensus in Israel. The Israeli ministe- 
rial committee and the cabinet unanimously approved the 
building plans in Jerusalem, though there was no such 
unanimity on the Hebron accord. In recent public opinion 
polls, over two-thinds of Jewish Israelis routinely say that 
the building plans for Jerusalem should proceed, regard- 
less of opposition by the Arabs, the United States or 
Europe. 

c) Jerusalem is critical for the immediate political well- 
being of Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, who is 
waging two simultaneous battles — one against his right 
wing that accused him of selling out in Hebron and in 
adopting the Oslo process, and one against the Labour 
Party and the left whom he accused of being soft on 
Jerusalem during the election campaign last spring. 
Netanyahu’s cwo~ most effective campaign slogans last 
year were that Labour was soft on terror and soft on 
Jerusalem. He will compromise on almost every other 
issue, but not on Jerusalem. We should also remember, in 
this respect, what happened in the case of the Jerusalem 
tunnel which sparked such violence last September; the 
tunnel remains open today, as Netanyahu insisted ir 
would. 


“This piece of land on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim/Har Homa elicits the most 
frightening spectres of dehumanisation 
and eternal dispersion and diasporas for 
both sides. It is a haunted hilt whose 
ghosts for both sides must be addressed 
with suitable respect, calm and rational- 
ity, or else the entire peace process 
might collapse. 

d) For many Israelis and Arabs. Jerusalem is also a lit- 
mus test of Israel’s standing vis-a-vis the two main 
sources of global authority today — the United States and 
the will of the international community as represented in 
U.N. resolutions and global conventions. Israel will fight 
hard to prevent a change in its policies due to pressure 
from the United States or other international quarters 
(though such pressure appears unlikely in any case, espe- 
cially given U.S. congressional support for moving the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, for example). For many 
Israelis, having sole decision-making powers in Jerusalem 
is a powerful symbol of Jewish sovereignty, while suc- 


cumbing to international pressure would be seen in Israel 
as a sign of weakness, vulnerability and a creeping lock ol 
independence — everything that Zionism's establishment 
of the state of Israel was supposed to eliminate once and j 
for all. 

For these reasons, the Palestinians and Arabs must sum- j 
mon much more political rigour and diplomatic coherence j 
in responding to the provocative Israeli plans for Jabal j 
Abu Ghneim/Har Homa. Issuing angry statements. j 
appealing to Bill Clinton, closing shops ftv a day. hanging | 
out with Larry King, threatening lo stop the peace process j 
and demanding the implementation of U.N. resolutions j 
will have little impact beyond raising Arab frustrations, j 
heightening Israel’s determination to maintain its policy j 
course and probably pushing the dispute towards potential I 
violence on the ground. . j 

This is the first time in modern history w hen an issue ol | 
central, powerful political and emotional importance to j 
both .Arabs and Israelis has presented itself for diplomatic j 
adjudication; for all other progress to date, including the j ^ 
Esypt and Jordan peace accords and the withdrawals in • “ 
Palestine under the Oslo process to date, dealt w ith see- i 
ondary issues that did not get anywhere near she core of 
the Zionist-Palestinian Arab nationalist struggle in . 
Palest ine/Israe I. ; 

Jabal Abu Ghneim/Har Honta is not a mere place or 
incident within the Arab-lsraeli conflict: it is tbe Arab- \ 
Israeli conflict. Given it* emotional and politically sym- 
bolic importance, it may also determine (he tale of the 
whole Oslo peace process. 

The potential for violence is great, because both sides j 
see this particular dispute o\ er a single hill as j symbol tor \ 
the larger, unspoken horrors that they ha\ e experienced in ; 
the past, and the cruel fate that might await them in the 1 
future if they appear to be weak. Israelis might look at 
their stance on Jerusalem and see ihemsdv es being sent to ; 
Babylon again if they give in: Palestinians might look at ; 
their stance on Jerusalem and see themselves forever liv- 
ing in tents on the Libyan- Egyptian border if they give in. 

How- ironic that a holy city — The Holy City — should ! 
prompt such fears and selfishness. Is this a city of God. or 
also of the devil? 

This piece of land on Jabal Abu Ghneim/Har Homa elic- • 
its the most frightening spectres of dehumanisation and 
eternal dispersion and diasporas for both sides. It is a 
haunted hill, whose ghosts for both sides must be ; 
addressed with suitable respect, calm and rationality, or | 
else the entire peace process might collapse — a pnssibil- • 
ity that would probably elicit little regret on cither side, if 

we are to judge by public opinion trends today. Such piis- . 

sibilities of a return to warfare need to be spelled out ; 
clearly by leaders on borh sides, along with their threats 
and demands. Is the only option "Jerusalem or war", tor 
both sides? Or is there a' more merciful alternative in this j 
land of many prophets who preached mercy and tolerance. | 
and in whose names we all claim deed in this haunted hill? j 


Palestine — passive resistance should 
be the alternative to fighting Israel 


By Dr. Hendrik Sven 
Weller 

I HAVE now for years 
followed the process of 
negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestine 
National Authority 

(PNA). The years have 
been remarkable for the 
lack or real progress, the 
paucity of benefits to the 
Palestinians of the West 
Bank, and the mendacity 
with which Israel has con- 
ducted the negotiations. 

At the same time. I have 
also been struck by the 
rigidity of the tactics used 
by the PNA. either it is 
endless talk or negotia- 
tions or in violence and 
rock throwing. Both these 
play right into the hands 
of the Israeli hardliners 
and colonists; hence the 
Netanyahu government 
w'hich is dominated by 
them. 

By dragging out the 
negotiations, Israel gains 
more time to expand 
existing Jewish “settle- 
ments” (which are really 
colonial enclaves) and 
found new ones, without 
giving the Palestinians 
really anyrhing much in 
return. Time after time, 
the PNA is faced with a 
simple “fait accompli” — 
a new colonial outpost is 
set up or an existing one is 
expanded; more 

Palestinian land is 
“seized” (actually stolen 
since there is rarely any 
compensation), and the 
Palestinian territory 
shrinks some more. After 
a few more year of this 
dragged out process, there 
will be little land left for a 
Palestinian state — Israeli 
colonists backed by the 
Israeli army will control 
most of it. And what is 
then more natural but to 
clearly incorporate the 
West Bank into a “greater 
Israel." leaving a few 
ghettos of cheap 
Palestinian labour for the 
dirty work the Israelis do 
not* want to do. This is 
similar to what happened 
in South Africa with its 
Bantustans, or the Jewish 
ghettos in Europe and 
Russia. 

By resorting to violence 
and rock throwing, the 


Palestinians play into 
Israeli hands in another 
way. Once violence is 
used, the Israelis immedi- 
ately use their much supe- 
rior force to kill and jail 
Palestinians, seize more 
land, bulldoze houses for 
“security reasons,” and 
publicly point to the vio- 
lence to continue convinc- 
ing the Israelis themselves 
that military occupation 
and repression is the cor- 
rect policy. Outside Israel, 
photos and video clips are 
shown of Palestinian vio- 
lence to justify the occu- 
pation and the slow pace 
of negotiations, to sup- 
press dissent regarding 
the hardline approach and 
raise more millions from 
American Jews. At the 
same time, this informa- 
tion is used to fan further 
anti-Palestinian feelings 
among American politi- 
cians by the very effective 
Jewish political network 
of very well-financed lob- 
byists. 

There is. in my view, a 
much more effective 
approach that the 
Palestinians can take and 
which involves neither 
dragged-out and generally 
unproductive negotiations 
nor equally non-produc- 
tive resorts to violence. 
What 1 am talking about is 
the use of peaceful, pas- 
sive, but very wide spread 
resistance to Israeli 
actions, whether political, 
military or by settlers. 
This in effect takes as its 
model the “Civil Rights 
Movement’’ in the U.S.. 
which was used to eman- 
cipate the American 
blacks from white repres- 
sion in the southern U.S. 
after World War II. 

This passive insistence 
must be well and system- 
atically organised, and the 
active people well trained 
(I am sure that former 
political activists can be 
found in the U.S. r who 
would be willing to vol- 
unteer to do training, but 
would not count on the 
Jewish former civil rights 
activists. Their loyalties 
are to Israel, regardless of 
their political philoso- 
phy). The active organis- 
ers have lo set up an 
extensive communica- 


tions network with ties to 
the world TV. press and 
other media. They must 
be well supplied with 
video cameras and film 
cameras to record events, 
and numerous routes to 
get the film outside Israel, 
since the main focus of 
the Israeli army, secret 
police and colonists is to 
suppress information 
about what is really going 
on — instead of the sani" 
tised version that Israel 
wants to have shown. 
Such media ties would 
include all the main news 
networks, such as the 
CNN, Reuters, etc., and 
rely often on non-LLS. 
networks because of the 
pro-Israeli bias of the 
American ones. 

Second, all Israeli gov- 
ernment, military, secret 
police and colonist 
actions detrimental to 
Palestinian interests must 
be protested against 
immediately. These 
protests must be well- 
organised, peaceful (at all 
times), massive, involve 
men. women and children 
(especially the last two), 
and always be filmed 
when they happen. For 
each protest, large and 
visible signs must "be pre- 
sent with messages in 
English and Arabic, 
which are easy to read and 
show up well" on film and 
video. 

Whenever the demon- 
strators are attacked (.and 
they always will be), the 
demonstrators sit down, 
link arms and continue 
with slogans such as “stop 
Israeli violence now!”, 
and similar. The demon- 
strators have to accept 
killings, beatings, jailings 
and later torture by 
Israelis, since that is their 
regular response. Each 
case must then in turn be 
publicised internationally. 
These activities can be 
expanded and modified to 
suit the circumstances. 

Third, the Palestinians 
need to start taking inter- 
national. and welf-publi- 
cised. legal actions 
against Israel as well as 
other Jewish organisa- 
tions. An immediate legal 
action that can be taken is 
to initiate a counter-claim- 


is Swiss courts against 
Swiss banks, to get "com- 
pensation for Palestinian 
claims from the Nazi gold 
that was purportedly 
seized from the Jews dur- 
ing the Nazi period. 
Similar legal actions can 
be taken in other coun- 
tries. At the same time, 
legal action should be 
started at the World Court 
to get compensation for 
Palestinian houses, land, 
businesses and 

Palestinians who were 
killed, wounded or tor- 
tured by the Israelis. 
Similarly, legal actions 
should be launched in the 
U.S., Canada and other 
select countries against 
Jewish organisations 
which support Jewish 
colonisation of 

Palestinian lands, seizure 
of Palestinian properties, 
and other violations. 
Relevant cases can be ini- 
tiated in such courts 
against the massive abuse 
of Palestinian civil rights. 
All these court cases 
should be well publicised 
at all times. 

As a former North 
American, what I see is a 
long string of betrayals, 
oppression and despolia- 
tion of Palestinian ances- 
tral lands by foreigners, 
Israelis. 

At this stage, which may 
appear positive to many 
because of Hebron, the 
prognosis for Palestinians 
is, in my view, pes- 
simistic. unless a more 
concerted action is taken 
to protect what little the 
Palestinians have left, and 
the hope to have an inde- 
pendent country. But the 
present (deliberately by 
Israel) dragged out nego- 
tiations, or the lurching 
violence against Israeli 
military might will lead to 
nothing else but further 
erosion of what little is 
left — and then a unilater- 
al incorporation of that 
into a “greater Israel.” 
Despite appearances, 
other tactics are available 
— and must be used. 

The writer is a private 
investor presently resid- 
ing in Amman He con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


LETTERS 

An imaginary divide 
getting real? 


To the Editor: 

EVER SINCE the Palestinian immigration “forced or 
otherwise” to Jordan started, they were considered as an 
important segment of the Jordanian society. They w ere 
granted Jordanian citizenship and were integrated in the 
society as such, a society they helped to build and 
develop as their own. Their loyalty has never been in 
question despite their yearning for Palestine. 

Today, the relationship between eastern and western 
Jordanians remains as strong as ever. The economic and 
social relations are too intertwined to undo. Religion, 
language, culture and political aspirations are one. 
There is no way of knowing when talking to a 
Jordanian, whether he/she is easterner or westerner, nor 
do Jordanians care. Such are the facts. But the seeds of 
doubt are being planted. 

The issue of “national unity” or "dual loyalty" is a 
fashionable subject in Jordan today. The debate has 
degenerated into a discussion based on the narrow inter- 
ests of the few against the interests of the country and 
the people. An ex-prime minister and current member 
of parliament (MP) t westerner) on the one side and a 
current senior minister, MP and party leader (easterner) 
on the other side, are the poles of the debate. 

Many local commentators see the debate as an 
attempt at manipulating and polarising the electorate 
through creating an imaginary “divide” of “dual loyal- 
ty” in order to capitalise on this “divide" when the 
polling stations open later on this year. 

But what the protagonists of this debate seem to for- 
get, or choose to ignore, is that once the "divide” is per- 
ceived by the people as real, they will not be able to 
control or contain the events that will follow. 

With this in mind, it has been reported that His 
Majesty King Hussein (Anted at ending the discussion. 
The poles of the debate abided, their followers did not. 


J. Momani, 
P.O. Box 960, 
Amman. 


Who comes first? 

To the Editor: 

I WAS outraged to learn that the Jews ore trying to 
reclaim possession and wealth of holocaust victims 
most of which are not even alive, from Swiss banks 
My advice for the Swiss bankers would be to propose 
the return of stolen Palestinian properties, lands and 
possessions prior to any compromise. 




Basim Najjar, 
Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con. 
*™ n th * wnt * r s fi‘U name and preferably address as 
n ell. Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
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Government will abide 
tt by court ruling against 
extradition — Dughmi 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 



KING VISITS ORPHANAGE: His Majesty King Hussein chats with children during a visit he paid on 
Monday to the A1 Hussein Welfare Institute in Amman (photo by Yousef Allan) 


International group seeks world action to lift 
Israeli curbs on Gaza students and academics 


AMMAN — ~ Minister of 
Justice Abdul Karim Dugh- 
mi said Monday that a 
recent ruling made by the 
Court of Cassation not to 
extradite a Jordanian citi- 
zen wanted tor arson to the 
U.S. was correct and the 
government would abide 
by that ruling. 

Mr. Dughmi said the 
issue was whether the 
extradition treaty signed 
between the Jordanian" and 
American governments 
fl|X was constitutional or not. 

Jordan and the U.S signed 
an extradition treaty in 
1995. but Parliament has to 
ratify the document before 
it could take effect. 

“The government has 
repeatedly said. even 
before the Court of Cassa- 
tion's recent ruling, that 
this treaty is unconstitu- 
tional because it did not 
complete its constitutional 
procedures." Mr. Dughmi 
said. 

“1 have informed the U.S. 
several times that we in Jor- 
dan still have certain reser- 
vations on some of the an i- 
cles. and the Jordanian and 
the American sides should 
negotiate the matter." Mr. 
Dughmi added. 

He said once the two 
sides agree to amend some 
of the articles which Jordan 
has reservations on. "then 


we will present ir to Parlia- 
ment to be officially 
endorsed." 

"As for the current extra- 
dition treaty, the govern- 
ment does not wanfto give 
it to Parliament to" be 
endorsed until the articles 
were amended.” Mr. Dugh- 
mi said. 

The Court of Cassation 
recently ruled in favour of 
an appeal filed by Bassam 
Qassem. 34, a naturalised 
American citizen of Jor- 
danian origin, who was 
wanted in the U.S. in con- 
nection with an arson 
arrack in Chicago. 

Mr. Dughmi also said that 
the Jordanian government 
had never handed over any 
Jordanian wanted abroad. 

“Instead we ask the con- 
cerned country to send the 
files of Jordanian suspects 
to be tried in Jordan.” Mr. 
Dughmi said. 

Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs 
Hisham Tal denied last 
week during a parliamen- 
tary session extraditing any 
Jordanian citizen to the 
U.S. or any other country. 

Mr. Tal said in the case of 
lyad Nijem. a Jordanian 
wanted in the U.S. in con- 
nection with bombing of 
the World Trade Centre in 
New York in 1993. "will- 
ingly surrendered himself 
and was not extradited by 
the Jordanian authorities." 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Members of 
the Gaza Students Cam- 
paign (GSC). an 
international coalition of 
students and academics, on 
Monday delivered a peti- 
tion to Israeli embassies in 
eight world capitals, calling 
upon the Likud govern- 
ment to reverse its policy of 
collective travel bans which 
prevent students and pro- 
fessors in Gaza from 
attending West Bank 
universities. 

According to Gama! Abu 
Ali. one of the GSC coordi- 
nators in the United States, 
the petition urges Israel to 
"recognise the importance 
of education io the peace 
process and lo guarantee 
academic freedom for the 
students, teachers and staff 
of Gaza who work in the 
West Bank." 

Petition organisers of the 
GSC. which was initiated 
by Nick Guvaft, a graduate 
student from Cambridge 
University following his 
visit to the West Bunk, have 


collected 5.000 signatures 
on 40 college campuses 
around the world. 

Mr. Abu Ali told the Jor- 
dan Times Monday: The 
student petition were to be 
taken to Israeli embassies 
in Bonn. Brasilia, the 
Hague. Ottawa. London. 
Paris, Washington D.C. and 
Wellington. 

"A corresponding profes- 
sors' statement, with more 
than two hundred signa- 
tures from academics will 
also be presented at the 
embassies." he added. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Ali. leadership of the GSC 
comes from the Human 
Rights Action project of Bir 
Zeit University, which sup- 
ports students who are 
detained or interrogated by 
Israeli authorities. The 
campaign also works in 
conjunction with BTselem. 
a Jerusalem- based Israeli 
human rights organisation. 

He said that the travel 
restriction, which were 
imposed by the Israeli gov- 
ernment following a spate 
of anti-Israel suicide bomb- 
ings in early 1996. have 


affected about 1 ,300 Gazan 
students and academics, 
who are banned from trav- 
elling to the West Bank to 
attend universities. 

''They ithe restrictions) 
violate the provisions of the 
Israel- PLO interim agree- 
ment to guarantee safe pas- 
sage between the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank." Mr. 
Abu Ali pointed out. 

He said that Gazan stu- 
dents had resorted to 
"sneaking out" of the Gaza 
Strip to reside in the West 
Bank — illegal under 
Israeli (aw — in order to 
complete their studies. 

"These students live in 
constant fear of being 
caught by Israeli authori- 
ties." said Mr. Abu Ali. 

A rule relating to the 
Israeli government's policy 
of collective travel bans 
stipulates that four permits 
must be obtained by 
Gazans wishing to travel to 
the West Bank. 

"They must obtain one 
permit to leave Gaza, one 
for transit through Israel, 
one for residing in the West 
Bank, and finally one 


which authorises renewal 
of a permit to reside there 
every four months." 
explained Mr. Abu Ali. 

However, he said, in real- 
ity. a student or academic 
willing to follow these 
lengthy and complex proce- 
dures is still unlikely to be 
granted permission to 
attend a university in the 
West Bank. 

"Despite many applica- 
tions. no Gazan students or 
academics have been grant- 
ed permits during this 
school year." he stated. 

That rejection of applica- 
tions is given orally and 
there is Therefore no right of 
appeal, he said. 

The GSC petition calls for 
Israel to "introduce- acade- 
mic permits and a standard- 
ised. open system of proce- 
dures for dealing with 
applications." 

"We hope that this peti- 
tion will finally bring an 
end to the current situation 
of a whole generation being 
denied their academic 
rights." Mr. Abu Ali said. 




Iran criticises Albright 

CAIRO tAP) — Iran on Monday criticised U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright for saying that Iran and Iraq pose a 
threat to Europe and the Middle East and must be contained. 

The state-run Tehran Times said in an editorial that the so- 
called "dual containment" policy had not won support outside 
the United States. 

“Europe lias unequivocally stated that it is strongly opposed 
to U.S. unilateral measures." the English-language paper said. 
“It (Europe) has emphasised it will continue its dialogue with 
Iran.” 

The paper said Ms. Albright was "daydreaming", if she 
thought she could convince other nations to follow the U.S. 
lead. 

Another English daily, the Iran news, accused Mr Albright 
of “the same old anti-Iranian rhetoric" of her predecessors. 

The paper denied U.S. allegations that Iran is seeking to 
build nuclear weapons, saying the country “has repeatedly 
announced that the doors of Iran's weapons facilities are 
open" for international inspection. 

The editorial advised Ms Albright to "face realities, because 
disinformation campaigns have now become an outmoded 
political weapon." 


Shas supporters in uproar over possible questioning of revered rabbi 


TEL AVIV tAP) — Sup- 
porters of the religious party 
Shas were in an uproar Sun- 
day after reports their spiri- 
tual leader. Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef, would be questioned 
. by police in connection tvirh 
^ an influence-trading scandal 
that has rocked the govern- 
ment. 

“I do not think the public 
can allow such a great rabbi 
to be forced to stand before 
investigators and give evi- 
dence or be interrogated.' 
said Interior Minister Eli 
Suissa of Shas. adding 
that any summons would 
“will In: rejected." 

Rabbi Yosef himself was 
quoted by Israeli TV. as sav- 
ing he was willing to restifv. 
but some of his supporters 
warned they would physi- 


cally prevent interrogators 
from carrying out an interro- 
gation they viewed as sacri- 
legious. 

The clamour was calmed 
by a state prosecution state- 
ment clarifying there were 
no plans to question Rabbi 
Yosef "at the moment." 

The episode highlighted 
the deep cultural rift 
between European-descend- 
ed Ashkenazi Jews and 
Shas' low-income con- 
stituency of Middle Eastern 
— or Sephardi — back- 
ground. 

” Israel's 4.7 million Jews 
are about evenly divided 
between Sephardim and 
Ashkenazim, with the laner 
still dominant economically 
and socially. 

Shas. whose leaders are 


devoutly religious, won 10 
of 120 Knesset seats in the 
May election — reflecting 
the appeal of their Sephardi 
renaissance message among 
many secular Sephardim as 
well. 

Yossi Sarid. the leader of 
the avowedly secular 
Meretz Party, voiced many 
Israelis' outrage at the sanc- 
tification of the rabbi. 

“These people should 
understand that .. With all 
due respect. Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef is a citizen like any 
other and not above the 
law." Mr. Sarid told Israel 
Radio. "Mr. Suissa doesn't 
understand the rule of law." 

But Shas supporters have 
long seethed at what they 
view as the Ashkenazi-dom- 
inated legal system's hound- 


ing of the pony's political 
leader Aryeh Deri, who was 
forced to resign as interior 
minister in 1993 to face an 
array of corruption charges. 

The scandal which now 
threatens Benyamin 

Netanyahu's government 
also involves Mr. Deri, 
whom Israel TV has alleged 
blackmailed the premier 
into appointing an attorney 
general who promised him a 
plea-bargain. 

Roni Bar-On resigned Jan. 
12 after just one day in 
office. 

Several days later. Israel 
TV broadcast its report that 
in exchange for his appoint- 
ment Shas was to provide 
the decisive cabinet votes 
for an agreement on giving 
the Palestinians control of 


the West Bank city of 
Hebron. Mr. Netanyahu's 
government also depends on 
Shas for its parliament 
majority. 

Police launched an inves- 
tigation. and Israeli media 
reported last week ihat Mr. 
Deri. Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi and Mr. 

Netanyahu aide Avigdor 
ILieberman will likely face 
charges ranging from con- 
spiracy to breach of trust in 
the case. 

Police questioned Mr. 

Netanyahu last month and 
warned him he could face 
charges too. The Maori v 
daily newspaper said Mr. 
Netanyahu would be ques- 
tioned again next week, but 
that police had no proof that 
he backed the Mr. Bar-On 


appointment due to pressure 
from Mr. Deri. 

In addition to Mr. Deri. 
Mr. Suissa and the other 
Shas cabinet member. Labo- 
ur Minister Eli Yishai. have 
already been interrogated. 

But Benny Elbaz. a well- 
known singer and Shas 
backer, said that if Rabbi 
Yosef himself is 
approached. Sephardi 
resentment will boil over 
and "we will have an 
intifadah" — an allusion to 
tire 1987-93 Palestinian 
uprising against Israel. 

Police investigator Yaacov 
Grossman said the inquiry 
would not be influenced by 
pressure. “We don't shirk 
from interrogating anyone 
we need to interrogate." he 
said. 


Iraq awaits 

(Continued from page 1) 
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ratine and the delay. ..is 
causing more and and 
more morbidity and mor- 
tality.” lie said. 

The oil -for- food deal 
allows Iraq to sell $2 bil- 
lion of oil over six 
months and use most ot 
the money to buy food 
and medicine tor its more 
than 20 million people 
suffering from sanctions 
imposed by the United 
Nations utter Baghdad 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

The World Healih 
Organisation (WHO) said 
on Thursday Iraq's health 
system was close to col- 
lapse and medicines and 
other life-saving supplies 


>r importation 
oil deal had 

ve. 

said income 
, partial oil 
reached 5850 
I Monday of 
,5 million had 
sited in an 


U.N. okay for 222 deals 


U.S. unlikely to pressure Israel — Syrian envoy 


escrow account in New 
York. 

Money earmarked for 
food and medicine, after 
deducting 30 per cent for 
Gulf war reparations and 
five per cent to cover 
U.N. costs, would be 
about S400 million, he 
said. 

He said contracts 
approved by the United 
Nations were only worth 
SI 30.7 million so far and 
Iraq now had an excess of 
about $253.8 million. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq had 
paid for the purchase of 

460.000 tonnes of wheat 
from France and Australia 
but the first shipment of 

25.000 tonnes would 

arrive only by die end of 

March. „ „ , . 

He said the ou-for-iood 
formula was a humanitar- 
ian offer to "save lives of 
the Iraqi people, reduce 
their human suffering and 
therefore it should have 
been implemented imme- 
diately.” 


Iraq initially believed 
food and medicine from 
the deal would arrive in 
February and be distrib- 
uted in March, he said. 

Mr. Saleh said both the 
United States and Britain 
were responsible for 
Iraq's sanctions-related 
suffering and deaths. 

"We "have lost more 
than one million in habi- 
tants.. .They are responsi- 
ble for all the deaths that 
took place in Iraq." the 
minister said. 

In Cairo. Arab League 
Secretary General Esniat 
Abdul Meguid called on 
the United Nations to 
approve the 222 con- 
tracts. 

He "asked the Arab 
League representative to 
the United Nations to 
press for the contracts 
submitted by Iraq in 
cooperation with the Arab 
group at the United 
Nations.” 


Pullout will be 
‘very limited’ 

I Continued from page 1 ) 
Jerusalem. Mr. Livnat said 
the upcoming first phase of 
the withdrawal "won't 
come all at one time but in 
a gradual way to check the 
reciprocity no we don't 
reach the situation where 
we fulfill our parts of rhe 
agreement and they (Pales- 
tinians) don't fulfill theirs.” 
As part of its "reciproci- 
ty" demands, Mr. Netan- 
yahu's government wants 
the Palestinians to com- 
plete the process of elimi- 
nating anti-Israeli clauses 
from the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
charter and to extradite 
Palestinians suspected of 
involvement in “terror'" 
activities. Representatives 
of the two sides were, 
meanwhile, due to meet 
Monday for talks on open- 
ing a Palestinian airport in 
the Gaza Strip and creating 
“safe passage" corridors 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
ruary 1996." 

Former Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin had 

“pledged on July 4. 1994 a 
total Israeli pullout from ihe 
Golan Heights to the June 4. 
|y67 lines." ihe negotiator 
said. 

Exactly two months later. 
Mr. Moallem said, he met 
Israel’s ambassador to Wash- 
ington. Itamar Rabinox itch, 
and Mr. Ross to inform them 
of "Syria's position concern- 
ing the other points or ele- 
ments for a settlement." 


(Continued from page J ) 

war. Meanwhile, the Israeli daily 
Haarec reported that the defence 
ministry had approved the expan- 
sion of Jerusalem some eight kilo- 
meters eastward, less than a week 
after the cabinet's controversial 
decision to build “Hur Homa." 

The planned expansion, which 
still needs Mr. Netanyahu's 
approval, would build some 1 2500 
housing units and 3.000 hotel 


The two sides then began 
talks un security arrange- 
ments. normalisation of ties 
and a timetable, he added. 

The Israeli daily Jerusalem 
Post reported on Sunday that 
Mr. Netanyahu told U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton he was ready 
lo make concession on the 
Golan Heights, whose return 
Syria wants in exchange for 
peace. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he is not cummited by any ver- 
bal pledge from the previous 
Israeli government on the 
Golan. 


rooms in the newlv-annexed area 
and connect Jerusalem to the West 
Bank settlement of Maale Adu- 
mim. effectively ringing 
Jerusalem with Jewish neighbuur- 
hoods. Palestinians protest that the 
Jewish construction would com- 
plete a "ring of settlement" 
around Jerusalem's eastern sector, 
cutting off the city's .Arabs from 
the West Bank and iis self-rule 
enclaves. 


Strike paralyses territories 


Randa Habib’s 

======= corner 

Dedication and resolution 
are needed from a minister 

IF YOU haven't caught that funny virus thar is going 
around. I hope you never do. Unfortunately 1 was not that 
lucky. And 1 am writing this comer in bed. where I was 
confined for the last five days. 

The only thing I was able to do was answer the phones, 
when it was nottoo painful to talk, and to read rhe papers. 

The "revelations" of the minister of interior in his 
meeting with some 200 people, among them deputies and 
journalists, woke me up from the torpor the high fever ; 
had put me in. i 

After complaining for so long of the silence of members] 
of the cabinet. I was intrigued by Dr. Awad KhleifatV 
declarations. 

But apart from the fact that the minister intends to 
resign. I did not leam much else: in fact, 1 was left with 
a bigger feeling of frustration: Dr. Khleifat talked of 
abuses in the ministry but refused to accuse anyone. 

He said that he is the target of ill-intentioned people, 
and he has put in doubt the government’s theory regard- 
ing the bread riots. What puzzles me is why the minister 
kept silent for so long. Are we to believe that ihe minis- 
ter of interior, in his position, cannot disclose cases of 
corruption? If this is so. he should definitely resign. 

Is this government a Pandora box? Are we going to wit- 
ness. on Ihe eve of a reshuffle or a change of government 
before the elections, ministers coming out in’ turn to tell 
us about their frustrations and incapacity to do what they 
thought was right? 

Are the future candidates to the elections going all to 
distance themselves from the decisions of a government 
they were part of. just for the sake of pleasing their con- 
stituency? And who will be left to blame? I think that it 
is high time to separate the executive from the legislative. 

We need people dedicated to their ministerial posts and 
who are not affected by their personal campaign, we need 
people who will say "no" on the spot and not come out 
months later and say it because the timing suits their 
aim. 


Kinkel arrives here today 


(Continued from page I) 

Explored during Mr. 
Kinkel's visit here are 
prospects for German 
financing for joint water 
projects ~ between Jordan 
and Israel as part of Euro- 
pean Union assistance to 
help build peace in the 
Middle East. EU-financed 
feasibility studies on the 
projects are almost com- 
plete. and Jordan and Israel 
are- seeking definite Finan- 
cial commitments before 
proceeding with the pro- 
jects. 

Germany, which is 
among the top aid donors to 
Jordan, has provided 55 
million marks to the King- 
dom to help build a "social 
safety net" to address prob- 
lems of under-developed 
areas while absorbing eco- 
nomic reforms. 

The assistance is in addi- 
tion to 40 million marks 
that the German govern- 
ment is providing as part of 
an annual aid protocol with 
Jordan. 

Germany also has about 
140 million marks ear- 
marked for the Middle East 
after it halted aid to Israel 
in 1996 when rhe per capi- 
ta income in the Jewish 


state rose above SI 5.000. 
Under German policy, only 
countries with less than 
SI 5.000 per capita income 
are eligible to receive Ger- 
man government grants. 

According to diplomats, 
the German government 
will provide the aid on a 
project-by-project basis. 

The German foreign min- 
ister will proceed from here 
to the self-rule territories 
and then to Israel for talks 
with Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders before returning 
home. 

Mr. Kinkel's visit, the 
third to Jordan as foreign 
minister, comes at a time of 
an Arab- Israeli crisis over 
Israeli moves to build more 
settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Germany is a strong sup- 
porter of the Middle East 
peace process and. as such. 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is 
expected to come under 
German pressure to rescind 
his recent decision to build 
a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem that 
has posed serious question 
marks ro the course of 
Arab-Israefi peace negotia- 
tions. 


Clinton decries Israeli plan 


(Continued from page 1) 

time Mr. Clinton personally and 
publicly decried the decision 
announced last week by his ally. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Last year, the U.S. administra- 
tion also criticised Israel's open- 
ing of a new entrance to a tunnel 
near Islamic holy sites which 
sparked the worst violence in 
years. 

But Monday's condemnation 
from Mr. Clinton was more direct 
and came after Syria voiced scep- 
ticism that the United Stales 
would pressure Mr. Netanyahu. 

*'I believe that the U.S. will 
only revitalise its role in the peace 
process when it feels a real desire 
from Netanyahu to move for- 
wand.” Syria's top negotiator with 
Israel. Walid Al Moallem. told 
the Egyptian government daily 
Al Ahram. 

Apart from his criticism of the 
settlement project. Mr. Clinton 
declined to take a stand on (he 
bonier dispute over Jerusalem. 

He said it was a “final status" 
issue which must be worked out 
in accord with the 1993 agree- 
ment on Mideast peace negotia- 
tions. 

"I do not believe that the 
United States can Nerve any use* 
ful purpose by saying — or espe- 
cially by doing — anythingihat 
seems to prejudge what should be 
a final status issue between the 
two parties." Mr. Clinton said. 

"1 think that would be a big 
mistake.'' he added. 

The president. however, 
voiced general optimism about 
the Mideast peace process, which 
he has made a priority of his pres- 


idency. 

"This is a difficult moment, but 
1 think we can work through it" 
he said. 

Mr. Arafat told a dinner meet- 
ing of the Palestinian- American 
Congress Sunday night that the 
Israeli settlement plan violated 
the Israeli-Palesiinian accords. 

“Not one single Jewish) house 
should be added." in Arab East 
Jerusalem. He said that pan of the 
city "was Arab, is Arab, will 
remain Arab and eventually 
would become capital of Pales- 
tine." 

Mr. .Arafat also pleaded for help 
for Palestinians living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, saying 
many were on the brink of starva- 
tion. 

He also said the area sorely 
needed roads and other infra- 
structure projects. 

Earlier Mr. .Arafat ma for an 
hour with U.S. Middle East spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross. He also 
saw World Bank President James 
D. Wolfensohn. 

Mr. Arafat's interest is in keep- 
ing a lid on outbreaks of violence 
until he can mobilise support for 
putting international pressure on 
Israel. He said King Hasson 11 of 
Monxco would call a special 
meeting of the 53-nation Organi- 
sation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) committee on Jerusalem, 
which the Moroccan ruler heads, 
to discuss Israel's action. 

Before leaving Cairo the 
Palestinian leader indicated a 
strategy he might pursue in his 
US. talks, saying the future of 
Jerusalem, sacred to three of the 
world's main religions, does not 
concern the Palestinians alone. 
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OPEC seen losing more 
ground to outside producers 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
OPEC will continue to lose 
ground to independent oil 
producers as huge invest- 
ments and advanced tech- 
nology further boost their 
output capacity, a U.S. 
energy expen said Monday. 

Non-OPEC production 
has steadily grown over the 
past years and is projected 
to climb by two million 
barrels per day (bpd) to 
around 45 million bpd in 
1997, nearly 1.75 times the 
output of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), said 
Jerry Schuyler, vice presi- 
dent of ARCO International 
oil and gas company and 
managing director of 
ARCO Middle East and 
Central Asia. 

‘'Driving this increase in 
non-OPEC production is, 
of course, a greater level of 
exploration and production 
investment in the non- 
OPEC countries." he told 
an international oil and gas 
conference in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“During the past five 
years, for example, such 
investments in non-OPEC 
countries are estimated to 
have been over $200 billion 
while for the same period, 
the investments in OPEC 
countries were less than 
S45 billion. This is less than 
20 per cent of the total 
investment worldwide." 

Mr. Schuyler stud non- 
OPEC crude production 
was expected to rise 
sharply over the next years 
as world firms are more 
tempted to invest there, new 


technologies are invented 
and world market competi- 
tion is growing. 

He said he believed Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf oil 
heavyweights, which con- 
trol *60 per cent of the 
world’s crude wealth, 
would try’ to maintain their 
current production levels to 
keep prices firm. 

"Non-OPEC oil produc- 
tion is going to continue ro 
increase significantly in the 
years ahead to meet pro- 
jected growth in world 
demand " he said. 

“This is facilitated by the 
fact that there are so many 
new areas outside of OPEC 
opening up to outside capi- 
tal, primarily from large 
international oil companies 
and to new technology." he 
added. 

“It is also facilitated by 
the extraordinary efforts we 
have seen in the last 15 
years among the non-OPEC 
oil producers to increase 
their market share, not only 
through new development 
and redevelopment, but 
also in making exploration 
more attractive to outside 
investors." Mr. Schuyler 
indicated. 

Several Gulf states are 
considering readmitting 
foreign partners they 
kicked out of their energy 
sector more than two 
decades ago in order to 
secure technology and 
funds for the development 
of their oil fields. 

A recent independent 
study in the region said it 
doubted Gulf producers 
would be able to fund their 


energy expansion plans 
after the year 2000 as their 
budgets are reeling under 
heavy deficits due to weak 
crude prices. 

Mr. Schuyler *aid Gulf 
srates and other members of 
the 1 1 -nation OPEC needed 
to create a berter investment 
climate to lure foreign 
firms. 

Although OPEC has vast 
oil resources, substantial 
quantities of crude could be 
extracted through advanced 
technology in other parts of 
the world, he added. 

"Oil and gas investments 
are long-term investments. 
In order to recoup those 
investments. companies 
like ARCO need long-term, 
stable commercial relation- 
ships, really more like part- 
nerships. which carry 
through changes in legisla- 
tive and political leader- 
ship." he said. 

“Oil and gas contracts 
must be seamless in this 
respect, or the perceived 
political risk will act as a 
deterrent to investment," 
the energy expen cau- 
tioned. 

He said he was convinced 
Middle East oil producers 
appreciated the policy 
investment considerations 
needed to attract foreign 
capital. 

“I am optimistic that this 
appreciation will produce 
many good opportunities 
for cooperation between the 
host governments and for- 
eign oil companies in the 
next several years." Mr. 
Schuyler concluded- 


Libyan leader urges privatisation 


MISRATA. Libya (R) — 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi called for the pri- 
vatisation of state-owned 
industrial fi mis. including 
the giant Libyan Company 
for Iron and Steel. 

“Make the Libyans own all 
plants. Who told you that 
ownership was banned?" 
Colonel Qadhafi said Sun- 
day night on the 20th 
anniversary of the introduc- 
tion of a system of rule by 
the masses or “jamahiriya" 
This change considerably 
limited the role of the private 
sector in the North African 
country. 

“1 do not agree for one per- 
son to own a planL..But 


agree for a group of Libyans 
to own the shares of a com- 
pany," the Libyan leader told 
a rally attended by thousands 
of his followers in the 
coasral city of- Misrata 210- - 
kilometres east of Tripoli. 

A former governor of the 
Libyan central bank, who 
was at the rally, told Reuters: 
“Yes, this means privatisa- 
tion and that Libyans will be 
enabled to own these com- 
panies' shares." 

Col. Qadhafi sad the 
firms to be privatised would 
include the giant Libyan 
Company for Iron and Steel 
based at Misrata the coun- 
try's cement works, vehicle 
assembly plants and manu- 


facturers of furniture. 

He added that the move 
would enable better manage- 
ment of the firms and 
.improve their production. 

: MisrataV. iron and -steel 
giant has’ a production 
capacity of 1.3 million 
tonnes of liquid steel. It was 
constructed by several for- 
eign firms including Ger- 
many's Krupp Hoesch Stahl 
A.G.. Austria's Voest- 
Alpine, Kobe Steel Ltd. of 
Japan, Hyundai Corp. of 
Korea and Italy’s Techint. 

It started production in 
19S8 and uses the country's 
cheap gas resources for 
power generation. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Computer 
picture 

5 Did office work 
10 Fireplace wood 

14 Pedestal part 

15 Cat — tails 

16 Eye part 

17 Excessive 
withdrawals 

1 9 State: abbr. 

20 Meadow 

21 Colder 

22 King of Judea 

23 Superintends 

25 Crested bird 

26 Range 
29 Untrue 

31 Rutter 

32 Diving bird 
34 Voice vote 

36 Ripening factor 

37 Roman emperor 
36 Jot 

40 California fort 

41 Teatimes: abbr. 

42 Drink noisily 

43 Way to go 

45 One with bad 
luck 

46 — Lanka 
48 Nisan 

celebration 
52 Mythological 
king 

54 Anchor position 

55 River of England 

58 Skip 

59 Wore out a 
welcome 

61 Clark — 
(Superman) 

62 Certain church 
calendar day 

63 Hackman 

64 Restless 

65 Ringlet 

66 “Unto us — is 
given" 

DOWN 

1 Graven image 

2 Grotto 

3 Concert halls 

4 And not 

5 Compel 

6 “ bombs 
bursting — " 
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56 1 57 


by Melvin Kenworthy 


7 but a walking 
shadow” 

8 Confidentially 

9 — Moines 

10 Stringed 
instalment 

11 Ecstatic 

12 Italian city 

13 Like beaches 
18 Louganis. e.g. 

22 Presidential 
monogram 

23 Strain 

24 Long times 

26 — Na Na 

27 African land 

28 Nullifying 
30 Tar 

32 Helper in a crisis 

33 Baseball's Mel 
35 Raison d’ — 

37 So long 

39 Cal. abbr. 

42 Slumbered 
44 High times 
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46 Cigarette 

47 Covered with 
hoarfrost 

49 Metric measure 

50 Fragrant 
rootstock 


53 Lawyer abbr. 

55 Inspects 

56 Strange: pref. 

57 First place 
59 Frequently, to 

poets 


51 Travelers' needs 60 Turkish leader 


‘Russia has lot of cleaning up 
to do to become a normal country’ 


MOSCOW (R) — Cabinet 
changes planned by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin will aim 
to ease the hardships fac- 
ing millions of Russians, 
but analysts said there 
was little chance of a 
quick and painless eco- 
nomic fix* 

Russian ministers, their 
economy battered by five 
years of market reforms, 
are struggling to unravel a 
web of 'wage and pay- 
ments arrears which have 
left many workers and 
pensioners living below 
the poverty line. 

Tax revenues remain 
stubbornly low and the 
International Monetary 
Fund, annoyed at Russia's 
inability to meet ambi- 
tious budget plans, is set 
to delay handing over the 
latest tranche ofa $ 1 0 bil- 
lion three-year loan. 

“There is no miracle 
solution, and it is going to 
be very bloody?’ said 
Christopher Granville, 
chief economist at United 
City Bank in Moscow. 
“The crisis in public 
finances has deep structur- 
al causes." 

Mr. Yeltsin, returning to 
the political fray after a 
long absence through ill- 
ness. highlighted Russia's 
social problems this week 
and hinted a government 
reshufile was on the cards. 

“Maybe we need some 
changes, maybe we need 
some names, maybe we 
need some people to be 
changed in the govern- 
ment'’ he told Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
in remarks broadcast on 
television. 

“An opinion poll showed 
that most Russians were 
unhappy with the govern- 
ment the premier and the 
president.. The main 
thing is that the govern- 
ment cannot cope with 
(delayed) pensions, wages 
and payments,” he said. 

. Newspapers speculated 
— riot for the first time — 
that Mr. Chernomyrdin 
himself could be on the 
way out, but the Kremlin 
has denied that this is the 
case. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said 
Tuesday that the planned 
government changes 
would aim to deepen eco- 
nomic reforms. “We have 
to roll up sleeves and get 
down to hard work... We 
have to work at the micro- 
economic level." he said. 

Izvestia newspaper 

Wednesday tipped reform- 
ers Anatoly Chubais and 
Yegor Gaidar for roles in a 
reshuffled government. 

Both are bitterly unpop- 
ular with Russia's conser- 
vative parliament and 


while Mr. Chubais is cur- 
rently playing a big politi- 
cal role as Mr. Yeltsin's 
chief of staff, the Kremlin 
gave no signs of being 
ready to summon back 
Mr. Gaidar, an economist 
with no strong political 
base or public backing. 

Mr. Gaidar, 40. launched 
Russia's first radical pro- 
market reform programme 
in 1992, but his reformist 
party failed to muster 
enough votes to win seats 
in the lower house of par- 
liament in elections held 
in December 1995. 

Jeffrey Sachs, director of 
the Harvard Institute for 


International Develop- 
ment and a one-time 
adviser to the Russian 
government told Reuters 
Financial Television on 
Wednesday that he was 
unhappy with the way 
Russia was governed. 

“The government in the 
last few years has spent 
much too much time fig- 
uring who is going to 
pocket what assets and 
much too little thinking 
about how to balance the 
books." he said. 

“The government has 
given away vast amounts 
of natural resources and 
ended up quite short in 


terms of paying the basic 
bills like pensions... I do 
not think Russia has been 
properly governed in 
recent years" he empha- 
sised. 

Mr. Sachs said there 
were signs of an economic 
turnaround after years of 
decline, but he added: 

“Hyperinflation has 
been broken but it has 
been broken in a context 
■which has created massive 
inequalities of wealth, 
enormous cynicism and 
enormous corruption 
Russia has a lot of clean- 
ing up to do to become a 
normal country." 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 
MARCH 4, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Right er Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can at this j 
time add to your income \ 
and take care of properly 1 
repairs, so long as they 
are not too costly. Don’t 
disagree with a trusted j 
advisor. Set up a budget 
and stay within it so that 
you won’t be short of 
funds. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you labour on 
improving your feelings 
of security today, you will 
be much happier. Get out 
socially later this evening 
and you can shake off the 
discouraging mood 

you're in and make a i 
good impression towards ! 
others. ! 

GEMINI: (May 21 to j 
June 21) Listen only to 
advice from people you J 
know you can trust today, | 
new contacts will steer j 
you wrong. Be careful in j 
motion, especially while j 
on the highway, thereby j 
eliminating any potential j 
difficulties you could j 
encounter. i 

MOON CHILDREN: j 
(June 22 to July 21 j Your j 
mate could have some j 
strange ideas today which j 
should not be taken sen- j 
ously. Use your common j 
sense in dealing with j 
business matters and 
thereby you will notice \ 
that your endeavours will j 
become successful. I 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You should not allow 
a fellow business associ- 
ate waste your time today 
or prevent you from start- 
ing a new project which 
you know' will become 
successful. Handle credit 
and career matters intelli- 
gently. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Pay spe- 
cial attention today to the 
details of anything* you 
j'alA involved in: otyohll 
regret it in the days ahead. 
Be sure you get plenty of 
rest this evening, since the 
days ahead will be quite 
demanding on your 
nerves. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Don’t 
begin any new recreation 
roday which will upset 
your mate or you could 
notice a difficult situation 
developing. Show that 
you are devoted, and find 
something which you can 
enjoy together at home. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You can 
at last reach an agreement 
today with a fellow asso- 
ciate and solve a mutual 
difficulty. Don’t let a 
home concern disrupt 
your routine at this time 
or you could notice that 
there would be hostility 
there. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Get your workload 
cleared up early todav, 
superiors will be 
impressed with your effi- 
ciency. You should not 
allow a friend to distract 
you from this or you 
won’t gain the success 
which you are seeking. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
can have a fine time with 
your mate today, howev- 
er, don't be extravagant or 
you’ll regret it in tbe days 
ahead. Simple pleasures 
are still the best, and they 
should be treasured for 
what can be provided. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) If 
you’re going to be away 
for sometime, make sure 
the home situation con- 
cerning your loved ones is 
harmonious before you 
leave. Be more thoughtful 
to your loved ones in the 
days ahead so that harmo- 
ny can exist 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Giving' unre- 
quested information to 
others today will not gain 
their favour or help y QU to 
get ahead. Be more brief 
and to-the-point or other- 
wise you could lose their 
attention, and the just of 
the conversation will dis- 
appear. 

Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Indian trade delegation 
clinches JDlOm deals 
with Jordanian firms 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special r* > ilw Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — Last week’s 
Indo-Jordan Trade Promo- 
tion Week was considered 
great success as JD10 mil- 
lion trade deals were 
clinched between Jordanian 


cattle teed companies and a 
visiting Indian trade dele- 
gation. an Indian embassy 
official told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Solvent Extractors 
Association of India (SEA) 
met with approximately 60 
Jordanian cattle feed manu- 





Ten British trade missions 
to visit Jordan this year 

** TEN BRITISH trade missions will visit Jordan this year. 
Britain’s ambassador to the Kingdom told A1 Ra’j. Ambas- 
sador Peter HinchclifTe indicated that this intensive activity 
by the British private sector reflects Britain's increased 
interest in the Jordanian economy compared to previous 
years. “No missions have been organised before six years.” 
the ambassador pointed out.Mr. Hincheliffe said the first 
mission will begin a four-day visit starting March 15. 

The mission, which will be headed by Michael Brosh from 
the Nottingham Chamber of Industry and Trade, will com- 
prise 13 representatives of industrial and service companies 
that cover engineering, energy and chemical sectors in addi- 
tion to specifications and slandards and ISO.The mission 
will visit the Jordanian Chambers of Industry' and Trade and 
a number of factories at die Sahab Industrial City'. In addi- 
tion the members of the mission will contact their counter- 
parts here to discuss the opportunities and possibilities of 
establishing joint projects and to clinch contracts and deaJs 
as well as find agents to represent the British firms in the 
country.Trade between Jordan and Britain has increased 
last year as British exports to Jordan rose by 17 per cent to 
£185 million while British imports from Jordan reached 
£2S million, a 15 per cent increase over the figure in 1995. 
Furthermore, a British company will organise an 
international exhibition in Amman in May. The exhibition, 
which will focus on the construction sector, is expected to 
attract participation from international firms (A1 Ra’i). 


Decision to free prices of produce 
postponed until time is right 

**AS THE present conditions are not suitable, the govern- 
ment has decided to postpone a decision on freeing prices 
of fruits and vegetables until further notice. Supply Minis- 
ter Munir Sobar explained that weather conditions and frost 
have caused damage to agricultural products and, as such, 
prices have risen due to low supply.The minister did not 
specify any date for a decision but emphasised that the gov- 
ernment will be taking the srep at a later date when the con- 
ditions will be right with ample supplies of produce at sta- 
ble prices. The Ministry has previously announced that a 
decision on freeing produce prices would be taken by the 
end of February' or in early March. Asked about freeing the 
prices on 26 foodstuffs still being fixed by the ministry. Mr. 
Sobar pointed out that such a step is linked to implement- 
ing the anti-monopoly law and other laws, still being debat- 
ed in Parliament, to ensure effective controls and to protect 
the consumers.Mr. Sobar concluded by saying that his min- 
istry will not be cancelled overnight as there are many mea- 
sures that should be taken before reaching this target which 
he expected will be attained within three years (A1 Ra'i). 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



1 thought we picked a phone company 
that charges ten cents a minute, 
but it’s actually ten cents a word.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and MUwArgirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles. 

one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Saturday's 


jumWes: HUSKY 
Answer. What the 
wlth-T 


HOW THE POWER 
FAILURE LEFT THE 
PR OAPWAV CAST 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

XDAOXn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

ICING BAZAAR PICKET 
bragging optometrist left his patient 
STRAIN 


facturers in a buyer/seller 
meeting in cooperation 
with the Federation of the 
Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce last Wednesday. 

“The meeting ended on 
an optimistic note. We hope 
cattle feed imports to Jor- 
dan will rise to S25 million 
in 1997," Sanjay Panda, the 
Indian Embassy Charge d‘ 
Affaires said Monday. 

India’s biggest export to 
Jordan is soybean meal, the 
main ingredient in chicken 
and cattle feed, which pro- 
duced a revenue of SI 8.6 
million in 1995. 

In the non-oil category. 
Jordan is the number one 
exporter to India, exporting 
an annual S90 million 
worth of phosphates. Mr. 
Panda asserted. 

Jordan is the world’s fifth 
largest producer and third 
largest exporter of rock 
phosphates. 

The announcement by the 
Indo-Jordan Chemicals 
Company last Thursday 
that their first shipment of 
phosphoric acid will head 
for India by mid-April, two 
months ahead of schedule, 
brought optimism to the 
participants in the trade 
promotion week. 

‘This SI 70 million Indo- 
Jordan joint venture is 
proving a real success, it 
will hopefully pave the way 
for many more such ven- 
tures" Mr. Panda said. 

Mr. Panda affirmed that 
last week's meetings 

“proved fruitful as maxi- 
mum interaction occurred 
with participating Jordan- 
ian businessmen." 

Embassy officials 

expressed satisfaction that 
the Jordanian business 

community was made 
aware on how to go about 
conducting, mutual, business 
deals with India: 

“We can now explore dif- 
ferent possibilities on how 
to increase bilateral cooper- 
ation," said Mr. Panda. 

Assistant Secretary’ Gen- 
eral Mohammad Bani-Hani 
represented the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade at the 
final meeting last Thursday. 
He said: “Although the 
trade balance is in favour of 
Jordan, we would like to 
see a positive increase in 
bilateral trade.” 

Other focuses during the 
week included the promo- 
tion of engineering tools, 
bulk drugs, and discussions 
of Indian cooperation on 
future railroad projects in 
Jordan. 

Projected bilateral trade 
figures for 1997 are expect- 
ed to reach the $300 million 
mark with the commission- 
ing of the joint Indo-Jordan 
Chemical Company. 


Foreigners leading Israeli stock market 


TEL AVIV (R) — Foreign 
investors have taken up 
the reins of the Israeli bull 
market now in its fourth 
month, but the small 
domestic players are still 
looking on : analysts have 
said. 

"The consensus is war 
foreigners missed the first 
wave (of the rally)... and 
they decided to take part 
in this one.” said Jonathan 
Ross, a vice president at 
Nesuah Trading and 
Investments. 

Since early November 
the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange’s Mishtanim 
index of top 100 stocks 
has risen by more than 40 
per cent as trading volume 
has more than tripled. 

Nadine Baudot-Trajten- 
berg, head of international 
securities marketing at 
Bank Hapoalim. *" said 
provident ninds had dri- 


ven the first phase of the 
rally but since January 
foreign investors have 
been leading the market 
higher. 

She estimated overseas 
investors accounted for 20 
per cent of market volume 
in January, compared with 
four to five per cent durins 
1996. 

But analysis said the 
broad investing public has 
yet to move money into 
the market. "The mutual 
funds have not been able 
to convince the small 
investor to come into the 
market.” said Ms. Baudot- 
Trajtenberg. 

She attributed the prob- 
lem to the funds’ poor per- 
formance in recent years 
as well as the new invest- 
ment advisory law. The 
law requires rhe banks, 
which are the biggest fund 
managers, to offer clients 


advice on all funds, not 
just their own. 

She said the banks 
would adjust, but predict- 
ed small investors would 
not become a factor in the 
market until later this year. 

Michael Harris, vice 
president for emerging 
markets research at Mer- 
rill Lynch, said he was 
unconcerned by the 
absence of small 
investors. 

"It’s nice if the rally isn’t 
based on retail funds, 
which have often not been 
thought out,” he said. The 
potential flush of retail 
funds later on gives the 
market more upside, he 
said. 

Market watchers say it 
was interest rates that 
finally turned around the 
market in November after 
a three-year slump. 

"The general economic 


environment changed 
stoning in September, 
with people feeling that 
interest rates were gradu- 
ally falling,” said Ms. 
Baudot-Trajtenberg. 

Rates peaked last June 
when the Bank of Israel 
raised the base rate to 17 
per cent. Rates have since 
come down to 14.2 per 
cent, although they trail 
the parallel fall in infla- 
tion. 

Bur for overseas 
investors the signing of an 
agreement on redeploy- 
ment from the West Bank 
town of Hebron in January 
was a crossroad. 

"There was no single 
concrete sign that the gov- 
ernment was committed to 
the peace process i prior to 
the agreement).” said Mer- 
rill Lynch’s Harris. "It was 
a reassuring sign.” 

He added that all coun- 


tries in the "emerging 
European markets" cate- 
gory have been enjoying 
an influx of foreign liquid- 
ity. 

The rally has been so 
muscle-bound that it has 
failed to correct as widely 
expected. Mr. Ross 
warned that one of the rea- 
sons for the market’s 
unstoppable rise is the 
lack of liquidity, especial- 
ly for foreigners. 

Mr. Ross noted that 
Overall market capitalisa- 
tion is just over S40 billion 
and that some two thirds 
of that is in the hands of 
controlling shareholders. 

He said Israeli shares 
still have upside potential 
but added that he sees the 
consolidation level of the 
MAOF index of blue chips 
at 265-275 points. 


Czech 
Republic 
interested 
to buy 
Jordanian 
produce 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Czech Republic is interested 
in importing Jordanian veg- 
etables and fruits, especially 
during the winter season, 
and hopes that fresh agricul- 
tural products will reach the 
Czech markets stoning in 
November this year, the bead 
of a visiting Czech delegation 
said Monday- 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Agriculture Minister Mustafa 
Shneikat a spokesman for the 
delegation said that as of 
November, the Czech Air- 
lines will, commence direct 
fli between" .Amman and 

Prague and this arrangement 
could be useful in facilitating 
the Jordanian agricultural 
exports to the Czech Repub- 
lic's markets. 

During the meeting, the del- 
egation discussed prospects 
for cooperation between Jor- 
dan and the Czech Republic 
in developing equipment used 
in irrigation, and in refrigerat- 
ing and freezing fruits and 
vegetables. 

Dr. Shneikat said Jordan 
welcomes trade exchanges 
with the Czech Republic and 
is ready to export to its mar- 
kets high quality and fresh 
agricultural products, espe- 
cially during the winter sea- 
son . at very competitive 
prices. 

Jordan produces most of its 
crops in the Jordan Valley 
which enjoys warm climate in 
winter and which yields prod- 
ucts earlier than other coun- 
tries in the region. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY - S NAME 

P/E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

l 

267 . 5 DO 205.000 

ARAB BARK 

14.7 

1.30 

11 

340 

91390 

a 

m 

n- 

xO 

n 

268.25 

-75+ 

N 

2.100 

1.900 

JOR. NATIONAL BK- 

E 

0.00 

39 

15259 

29465 

1.96 

1.93 

-03- 


3.650 

2.900 

BANK OF JORDAN 

11.4 

0-00 

1 

1000 

3160 

3.16 

3.16 

- 


5.200 

4. 2S0 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.4 

2.97 

4 

1616 

749B 

4.65 

4.65 

- 


2.950 

2.440 

JOR- KUWAIT BANK 

19.8 

0.00 


79 

215 

2.73 

2.74 

.01 + 


1.090 

.840 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.1 

B . 24 

11 

13450 

11425 

. B5 

.85 

— 


4.120 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.4 

0.00 

14 

1850 

7108 

3.91 

3.84 

.07- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 201.78 ZCHG: 

+0.07 

82 

33594 

150260 





2. BOD 

1.630 

JOR FRENCH INSUR- 

mom 

10.64 

4 

574 

1078 

1.90 

l.BS 

.02- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119.33 l CHG: 

-0.11 

4 

574 

1078 





1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.5 

7.23 

10 

1364 

2255 

1.66 

1.66 

_ 


2.700 

2.340 

HIMEH MINERALS 

13.0 

5.28 

1 

300 

795 

2.63 

2.65 

:02 + 


1.540 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

23 

16470 

19291 

1-17 

1.17 

- 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

21.3 

3.68 

2 

75 

72 

.99 

.96 

.03- 

+ 

2.200 

1.440 

HID. EAST HOTELS 

60.3 

0.00 

6 

3300 

4620 

1.44 

1.40 

-04- 


3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.1NV.EDUC. 

13.3 

5.93 

7 

5250 

17755 

3.40 

3.37 

.03- 


1.200 

.780 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

500 

390 

.79 

.70 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 108.35 Z CHG : 

-0.42 

51 

27259 

45178 





3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.4 

2.94 

11 

5535 

18B23 

3.42 

3.40 

.02- 


6. 100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

IB . 0 

3.36 

2 

100 

595 

5.95 

5.95 

- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF INART 

10.3 

7. SB 

11 

951 

9650 

10.15 

10.15 

- 


3.500 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMH.AGR. 

34. B 

0.00 

1 

300 

777 

2.61 

2.59 

.02- 


4.420 

3.040 

ARAB PHAHH. MANF. 

20.6 

5.32 

31 

8400 

31486 

3.80 

3.76 

.04- 


7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

B. 6 

3.63 

7 

1700 

11723 

6.92 

G.B9 

.03- 


2.400 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.5 

6.82 

1 

SO 

110 

2.20 

2.20 

- 


2.310 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

B.9 

7.45 

4 

1020 

1641 

1.61 

1.61 

- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

IB 

26000 

14B7S 

.59 

.58 

.01- 


1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.6 

9.23 

1 

250 

163 

.65 

.65 

- 


1.540 

.930 

I NTE RHE D - PETRO . CH EM . 

g 

0.00 

2 

200 

204 

1.03 

1.02 

.01- 


1.670 

1-0B0 

ARAB FHARM.CHEM. 

:b.3 

0.00 

2 

1250 

1880 

1.51 

1.51 

- 


2. BOO 

1.440 

UNIV. HODN.INDS. 

5.0 

12.20 

16 

6200 

10212 

1.67 

1.64 

.03- 


-L. 820 

1.140 . 

JOB- INDS. RESOURCES 

.. 16.7 . 

0.00 

41 

. 16574 

. .22052 

1.35 

1.33 

■ .02- 


J ,270 

. - 840 . 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

14 

547b 

4920 

.91 

.90 

.01- 


1.360 

1-080 

1NTL. TOBACCO 

27.5 

0.00 

18 

10400 

12250 

1.20 

1.17 

.03- 


1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

24.4 

0.00 

6 

3000 

3763 

1.00 

.99 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 116.84 'CHG: 

-0.22 

1B6 

00205 

145132 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 156.34 *’CHG: 

-0.07 

323 

149632 

341648 
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.690 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

19.3 

0.00 

1 

100 

48 

.46 

.48 

.02 + 


.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

12 

11200 

5722 

.52 

.51 

.01- 


-BBO 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST- 

g 

0.00 

7 

11200 

4930 

.45 

.44 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.640 

AL-DAHLIYAH 75* 

14.9 

0.00 

5 

1306B 

5363 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


.640 

.210 

JOR . I NDS . HATCH - J EMCO 

g 

0.00 

11 

14000 

3350 

.23 

.24 

.01+ 


.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV.TPD. 

g 

0.00 

10 

57 300 

26931 

-47 

. 47 

- 


. B20 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

J 

1100 

ses 

.54 

- 5 J 

.01- 


.850 

.400 

NATL . HULT . ENG . N AMI CO 

E 

o.oo 

10 

9000 

4140 

.47 

.46 

.01- 


.670 

- 4 30 

NAYZAK DIES & MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

5 

5000 

3100 

.63 

.62 

.01- 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

22 

469 75 

35701 

. 75 

. 76 

.01 + 


.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

2 

2128 

1084 

.51 

.51 

- 


.750 

.620 

HIDEAST PHAPM- 75 ‘ 

E 

0.00 

4 

2200 

814 

.62 

.62 

- 


.770 

.570 

RAZI PHARM- 652 

E 

0.00 

9 

12000 

2800 

.59 

.59 

- 


-6B0 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

36.5 

0.00 

4 

5000 

2195 

.45 

.43 

.02- 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E - 

0.00 

1 

250 

175 

.71 

.70 

.01- 


.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

5 

3500 

2315 

.67 

.67 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





113 

194079 

99372 





T : Naw II months high 
6 : New 12 months low 
N : Listed during the past 13 months 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or more 
g : Negative P/E 

E : Earning is sero or N/A for the moat recent year 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop . 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra-Hotel Shops 
6th : . Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil. '. 



STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Rhone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 

' HO* JE.OFFiCES. ' 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

HEATING $\ STEM Si: 
PLUMBING 

-FOR RENT; 

• 'DELUXE VILLAS AND . 

• FLATS. ■.RJRN'ISHEDi ' 

. UNFURNISHED 


ifim fUjjxM *}* /4mM» 


\ 


/ 

CrtysTAl / 


Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daify & 
Lone Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


fa 

CROWIh CJIQ- 


■ INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

■ SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS ROOM 

■ TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 





TILL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 




Teppanyaki j 
Sashimi j 
Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118, 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


FOR 
I RENT 

I '-Deluxe Villas' 

“> |- 

AppHUmems; 

in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Sampras wins 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — For the second 
straight day. World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
scuffled through a three-set match — but 
won. 

Sampras beat Patrick Rafter of Australia 
5-7. 7-6 (7-4-), 6-3 Sunday in the final of the 
$714,250 Advanta Championships one day 
after a difficult tussle with Sjeng Schalken 
of the Netherlands. 

“Yesterday was really a struggle and a 
fight and today was even tougher," Sampras 
said after the wo hour. 19 minute match. 
“Pat was serving and volleying harder than 
practically anybody I've seen play" 

The $110,000 victory for the top-seeded 
Sampras stretched his winning streak to 20 
matches, including his ninth Grand Slam 
title at the Australian Open in January. 

His 17-0 record for 1997 is the best 
beginning to a season since Ivan Lendl 
posted a 25-0 start in 1986. 

Philadelphia is an important stop for Pete 
Sampras, who has won here three times. He 
played his first pro tournament here in 1988 
and won the first of 47 career titles here in 
1990. 

On the all-time list of tournament 
titlelists, Sampras is now tied in ninth place 
with Rod Laver. 

Until he visibly tired in the third set. the 
60th-ranked Rafter came dangerously close 
to becoming the only player ranked outside 
the top 20 to beat Sampras in a final. 

But in the end Sampras showed why he is 
superior he knows how to dig deep and 
pressure an opponent at the vital moments. 

“The way Pete plays, he cruises for a 
while and when he needs to pick up the 
pace, he does" Rafter said. 

Rafter, who had wrist surgery in October 
of 1995. played only two tournaments 


between the operation and April 1996. 

After this week. Rafter, who earned 
$57,900 as runner-up, will move up in the 
rankings to the lower 40s. 

Rafter, who has been receiving acupunc- 
ture for his right elbow this week, once 
ranked as high as 20th in the world in 
August of 1 994. 

“Just to get close to being competitive is a 
thrill for me,” said Rafter after the match. 
“It's been a while since I've been competi- 
tive with the top guys." 

After breaking Sampras’s serve in the 
Third game. Rafter was serving for the first 
set at 5-4. Sampras held Rafter off tem- 
porarily by breaking back in the tenth game. 

But Rafter, who tested Sampras’s back- 
hand throughout the first set, was too pow- 
erful and won the final two games of the 
first set. 

In the second set, there were no service 
breaks. The tiebreaker was a tight contest 
until Sampras won the final four points. 

Rafter looked poised to score his second 
career victory in five matches played 
against Sampras when he took a 2-0 lead in 
the third set. 

But Sampras rallied back in the next game 
by taking advantage of his third break point 
with a crunching overhead smash. 

That game unravelled Rafter, who saved 
two break points to bring the score to deuce 
but could not hold his serve. 

“That game was the key to the match." 
Sampras said. “We had that really long 
point for deuce and I saw him feel it. He 
was winded. It changed the momentum of 
the match." 

Rafter also lost his serve in the seventh 
and ninth games of the final set. 


Dettori says Helissio the horse 
to beat in Dubai 


DUBAI (Rl — WiLh the $2.4 
million winner's stake of this 
month's Dubai World Cup 
looming tamalisingly. 
Frankie Dettori says 
France's Helissio will be the 
horse to beat 

“As far as quality and what 
they achieved last year. I 
guess Helissio is probably 
the best horse in Europe now 
and, if he handles the din. is 
the one everyone’s got to 
beat,” he told a news confer- 
ence ahead of the March 29 
race. 

The colourful Italian jock- 


ey, sporting a tie as bright as 
some of the racing silks he 
wears on tracks around the 
world, fully intends (o better 
his dismal last-place perfor- 
mance aboard local favourite 
Hailing at last year’s inau- 
gural event 

“One way to look at last 
year is we can only do better. 
I was a little bit upset 
because I felt my horse was a 
champion and it was a shame 
he had to finish like that." he 
said. 

Helissio is the best-rated 
Prix de I* Arc de Triomphe 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
&TANNAHHRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

•A3 CAKQ6S4 OAJ53 +Q 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
PM Pan 4 • ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. - The high-level preempt bae 
achieved ite purpose — you ore 
groping in the dark. Your hand is 
too strong for a fcrid of five hearts. 
Yet if you double, more than likely 
you will play there and the penally 
could be woefully inadequate. A 
possible compromise would be to 
bid four no trump now, then correct 
to five hearts over partner's take- 
out. Anything could be right! 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

*3 9JS OA 90 5 4 AAKQ72 

Hie bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 1C 1 • 30 

4 * Pass 4 • Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. ■ You have told partner that you 
have nine or more cards In the 
minor suits, and might possibly 
have no spades at all. Nevertheless, 
partner has persisted in spades. 
Trust him. Pass. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•AQJ4 7AQS 08843 443 G 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do yon bid now? 

A.- You certainly are going to play 
in slam, so we don't blame you if bid 
six no trump right away. In light oT 
your ruffing value in dubs, howev- 
er, the hand might play better in a 
suit contract We would bid three 
dubs — the Stayumn Convention 
— to check on a poaaiUe 4-4 spade 


fit before committing tbe hand to no 
bump. 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*K9 OK32 OAK 1084 *KJ7 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two 
spades. What action do you take? 

A. - When electing to act over a 
weak two-bid, treat it much tbe 
same as if tbe opening bid had been 
one in the suit After a one spade 
bid, you would have crvercall ed me 
no trump, so bid two no trump now. 

Q.B - Both vulnerable, ns South 
you hold: 

•KQ73S CQ63 2 08 +KQ10 


swro dit wOT! pi SromH EAST 
X • Pm 8 0 Pm 

7 

What do you hid now? 

A. - One of the reasons you opened 
this aceless wonder is becanee you 
held both major suits. Don't bid 
three no trump now with your sin- 
gleton in partner's suit. Continue 
the description of your hand by 
rebidding three hearts. - 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJB4 3KJ63 OVoid +AK8B5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

i* Pm i« Pm 

lip Pm fl* Ps« 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. • With only 16 high-card points 
and a void in partner’s suit, whoe 
would you like to pi? If partner 
could do no more than take a sim- 
ple preference bade to dubs, pass 
before you get too high. Partner 
might not stop if you bid again. 


winner in years but was beat- 
en into third place by a nose 
in the Japan Cup in 
November. 

American wonder horse 
Cigar, who has since been 
retired, won the 1996 inau- 
gural running of the mile- 
and-a-quarter Dubai- race, 
the wbrld’s richest. 

Dettori said he did not yet 
know which horse he would 
ride in the $4 million race, 
adding that he usually left 
the decision to Sheikh 
Mohammed Ben Rashid Al- 
Makioum. crown prince of 
Dubai and the world’s most 
successful owner-breeder. 

"As far as I’m concerned I 
won’t know until the day 
before. It is a very important 
race but we have so many 
good horses in the race. I’m 
sure whatever I’m going to 
ride it is going to have a first 
chance," hs said. 

Dettori also said he had put 
the Haydock Park affair, in 
which Britain’s jockey club 
found him in breach of the 
rules for refusing to ride at 
Haydock Park on October 
16, firmly behind him. 

“As far as I am concerned, 
it was back to work the next 
day. It’s all behind and past 
us now. so let’s get on and 
get to work,” he said. 

Racing’s ruling body in 
Britain decided to take no 
action against him despite 
the breach and exonerated 20 
other jockeys who failed to 
continue racing on what they 
considered dangerously 
heavy ground at the British . 
track. 

“We didn't strike, we did- 
n't boycott. Basically it was 
a linle bit of a lack of com- i 
munication between the, 
stewards and jockeys... I 
always said I wasn’t pre- 
pared to ride. It was very 
dear the stewards didn’t 
carry out the procedures 
properly.” Dettori added. 

■The jockey said he thought 
it would be hard to beat his 
unprecedented feat of seven 
winners from seven mounts 
at Ascot last September. 

“Racing has teen going for 
280 years and six out of six 
horses has happened four 
limes. It’s not very usual to 
have seven races" 




Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Ramon Martinez from Dominican Republic, pitch- 
es as he faces the New York Mets, during spring training action at Holman 
Stadium in Vero Beach, Florida. Martinez was 15-6 last year for the clob (Reuters 
photo l 





. -«■ . .W.'y -V. 

Los Angeles Dodgers centrefielder Brett Bntler is tagged out at home by New York 
Mets catcher Alberto Castillo <L) during spring training action at Holman 
Stadium in Vero Beach, Florida. Mets right Beider Alex Ochoa threw out Butler 
after Mets third baseman Butch Huskey overthrew first base on a ground ball by 
the Dodgers' Chad Fonville. Butler is continuing his comeback following cancer 
surgery in 1996 (Reuters photo) 

Depleted Newcastle turn to Ginola 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Frenchman David Ginola is 
set to face his fellow coun- 
trymen Tuesday when 
Newcastle play Monaco in 
the UEFA Cup quarterfinals 
with £30 million worth of 
strikers on the sidelines. 

Ginola has been linked 
with a return to his former 
club Paris St. Germain after 
being out of favour at 
Newcastle since Kenny 
Dalglish succeeded Kevin 
Keegan as manager in 
January. 

But the flamboyant 
winger will almost certainly 
be recalled for the first leg 
clash at St. James's Park 
against the French League 
leaders with Dalglish facing 
a major selection crisis. 

The five leading strikers 
in Newcastle's squad two 
months ago are all unavail- 
able with two injured, one 
suspended and two trans- 
ferred to Premiership rivals. 

England captain Alan 
Shearer, the world's most 
expensive player at £ 1 5 mil- 


lion (about $24 million), 
has been sidelined by his 
third groin operation in 10 
months. 

He has been joined on the 
casualty list by his interna- 
tional colleague Les 
Ferdinand, a six million 
pound buy from QPR 18 
months ago. who pulled a 
hamstring in Saturday's 1-0 
home defeat to struggling 
Southampton. 

Newcastle are also with- 
out eight million pound 
Colombian ace Fausrino 
Asprilla. who is suspended 
after being booked in 
Newcastle's 2-0 win over 
French side Metz in the last 
round. 

The former Parma striker 
was shown the yellow card 
for waving an uprooted cor- 
ner flag with his shirt hang- 
ing off it in celebrarion of 
scoring his second goal. 

Nor can Dalglish call on 
former star reserves Paul 
Kitson and Darren 
Huckerbv. who have been 
sold to West Ham and 


Coventry respectively. 

If Ferdinand is ruled our, 
36-year-old Peter Beardsley 
will be the only recognised 
striker available and he is 
likely to be joined in attack 
by utility player Steve 
Watson, who has only limit- 
ed experience of playing 
upfront. 

Dalglish is pessimistic 
about Ferdinand's chances 
of facing the Frenchmen, 
saying: “It doesn’t look too 
promising for Tuesday 

nighL" 

But Southampton’s Matt 
Le Tissier, who scored the 
goal that consigned 
Newcastle to their first 
league defeat under 
Dalglish, believes a patch- 
work team could still beat 
Monaco. 

“They're going to struggle 
for forwards but you often 
find that when clubs are in 
adversity like that they 
come out and play really 
well. I certainly wouldn’t 
write them off," says 

England star Le Tissier. 


European Soccer j 

Juventus ready I * 
for glory dash 

PARIS (AFP) — European champions Juventus. with a 
seven points lead over Inter Milan, appeared to have one 
hand firmly on the Italian League title Sunday, after rivals • 
Sampdoria crashed to a 1-2 home defeat against Bologna. / 
Russian striker Igor Kolyvanov scored twice in the sec- . 
ond-half for Bologna who surged back after going behind to 
a 23rd minute effort from Vincenzo Monte! la. 

Juventus had beaten Italian Cup finalists Vicenza 2-0 24 * 
hours earlier and. with 44 points from 22 games, they now 
lead Roy Hodgson’s Inter Milan and a rejuvenated Parma, 
who are both on 37 points. 

Sampdoria’s loss saw them slip from second to fourth 
place on 36 points. 

England’s Paul Ince scored twice as Inter beat Piacenza 3- 
0 on Saturday night, while Parma’?. fine run continued with 
a 3-2 win over relegation slrugglers Cagliari- 
French defender Lilian Thuram notched his first goal in' 
Italy since arriving this season from Monaco, while 21- 
year-old Argentine striker Heman Crespo added the other 
two. 

Crespo, who has struggled all season after a sparkling 
appearance in the Olympic soccer tournament at the Atlanta 
Games, knocked in the second from close range and added 
the third with a superb overhead kick. Sandro Tovalicri 
scored twice towards the end for Cagliari, while Enrico 
Chiesa missed a late penally for Parma. 

AC Milan drew 1-1 with as Roma at San Siro. with ever- 
green Pietro Vierchowod. who turns 3S next month, open- 
ing the scoring in the 65th minure stooping io head home 
Roberto Baggio’s free-kick. 

In Spain, former England manager Bobby Robson came 
under increasing pressure from frustrated fans to resign 
when his Barcelona side crashed to a shock 4-0 defeat at 
Tenerife. 

Although Barcelona are second in the league, Robson has 
already been disowned by many of the club's faithful who 
never accepted the sacking of former supremo Johan 
Cruyff. 

Barcelona’s latest defeat means that their bitter rouls Real 
Madrid will increase their lead at the top of the table to nine 
points if they win their away match at Espanyol on Monday. 

Barcelona have 53 points from 27 matches while Real 
Madrid, with a game in hand, have 59. 

In other matches, Acletico Madrid snatched a home victo- 
ry in a five-goal thriller Over Sevilla, while Deportivu came 
away 2-1 winners from Rayo Vallecano. 

Valencia were beaten 2-1 at Logrones while Real 
Sociedad and Athletic Bilbao played out a 0-0 draw. 

First Division giants Paris St. Germain and Strasbourg 
crashed out of the French Cup on Saturday when they were 
beaten by the ‘part-timers' of Clermont Ferrand and Creteil. 

Paris Sl Germain's recent nightmare run of poor results 
continued when they let slip a 4-1 lead with just 20 minutes 
left to play against fourth division minnows Clermont at the 
home side’s tiny Gabriel-Montpied stadium. 

Clermont surged back to make it 4-4 and then, after a 
goalless extra-time, won th^penaltv shoot out. . 

^-Benoit Cauet opened the* scoring for .PSG after just 13 
minutes when the Clermont defenders *fai led to clear a 
Vincent Guerin comer. 

Brazilian striker Dely Valdes made it 2-0 for the visitors 
after 25 minutes when he slotted home from dose range 
after the Clermont keeper Enjolras failed to hold a sizzling 
drive from Patrice Loko. 

Clermont came back into the match seven minutes into 
the second-half when Bessaque scored from the penalty 
spot after N’Gotty had brought down Chastang. But PSG 
went clear again on the hour through Rai and then Loko 
looked to have put the issue beyond doubt when he made it 
4-1 in the 70th minute. 

The first division giants were then rocked back on their 
heels as Chastang. and Beflec scored for the home side and 
N’Gotty put into his own neL 
In the penalty series Clermont made no mistakes whereas 
Enjolras saved from both Paul Le Guen and Guerin. 

The nighr's other shock was meted out by third division 
Creteil who defeated Strasbourg 1-0 thanks to a goal on 
half-time from Kharchaoui. 

The defeats followed hard on the heels of the surprise 
elimination of last season’s champions and Cup winners 
Auxerre on Friday. Auxerre went out 1 -0 to second division^ 
Troyes. 

In other matches, Bordeaux beat fellow first division 
Cannes 1-0 and Nice scored twice in the last five minutes to 
put out second division Gueugnon. 

Guingamp defeated Caen 1-0, Laval won the all-second 
division clash against Niort by the same scoreline and Lille 
were beaten 3-0 at home by Montpellier. 

Bayern Munich retained their three-point lead at the top 
of the Bundesliga by thrashing MSV Duisburg 5-2 as clos- 
est rivals Borussia Dortmund saw off 1860 Munich 4-1 to 
keep -in the title hunt. 

“Super" Mario Basler gave Bayern the perfect start by 
scoring on three minutes and Jurgen Klinsmann blasted a 
second, his ninth of the season, after 26 minutes to make the 
result a formality even before the break. 

For Basler, who set up Klinsmann’s goal, the result made 
up for a poor week in which he was castigated by German 
coach Berti Vogts for a sub-standard performance against 
Israel. He was also hit by a 10,000-mark fine for criticising 
Bayern boss Giovanni Trappatoni. e 

Even so, Basler did blot his copybook somewhat when 
Duisburg’s Norwegian keeper Thomas Gill parried his sec- 
ond half penalty. 

Third-placed Bayer Leverkusen squandered two points as* 
they were held to a goalless draw in Dusseldorf, while 
Stuttgart drew 2-2 at Werder Bremen. 

Cologne moved into the top five after a late Holeer 
Gaissmaier goal saw off rock-bottom Freiburg. 

And Karlsruhe captain Thomas Haessler returned from 
three months out with an ankle injury to save a 1-1 draw 
against relegation-threatened Borussia Moencben^ladbach 
^ « with a goal by Polish import* Andrzej 

Unfunded Arminia Bielefeld continued their march nn 
the table with a 3-2 win over VFL Bochum. P 


Eddie Murphy ; Jada Pinkett & 
James Coburn in 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

& Brad Pitt, Julia Ormond, 
Anthony Hopkins 
& Aidan Quinn.. lin 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

’A 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


v PLBZfl 

Adel imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saieh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

V 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL677420 A, 

^ CONCORD 

■> ^ 

CONCORD “1" 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGAL..IN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 j 

THE THEATRE WILL BE CLOSED 
f UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 1 
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Egypt’s Ahli win Arab 
Champions Cup 

Mali hold Khreibkeh to goalless draw to finish M 


By Aleen Bannavan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

EGYPT S AL AHLI beat Morocco's AI 
Raja 2-0 in the final minutes of the 
match to win the 3rd Arab Champions 
Cup which concluded in Casablanca. 
Morocco Monday. 

In an earlier match, Jordan's Al Faisali 
held Morocco's Khreibkeh to a soaUess 
draw to finish third in the eliteLompe- 
tition grouping the .Arab World's top 
four teams. 

Al Faisali 's participation made 
Jordanian soccer history as they became 
the first of the Kingdom's teams to par- 
ticipate in the event which aims at nam- 
ing the best Arab team. The competitors 
were the top two teams of the Cup 
Winners Cup and League Champions. 

Al Faisali lost the chance to secure a 
more advanced standing when they 
failed to convert two last minute 
chances as one shot cleared the goal 
while the other hit the post. 

The Ahli-Raja' match also looked des- 
tined to end in a goalless draw which 
would have given "Khreibkeh [he title. 
However, Al Ahli delighted fans when 
Samir Kammouneh converted a free 
kick to score the first goal in the 43rd 
minute of the second half. 

The second goal came after Hadi 
Khashabeh was "tackled in the zone and 
scored from a penalty kick in the fifth 
-minute of extra time. 

Following the matches. HRH Prince 


Abdullah Ben Al Hussein joined Arab 
Soccer Federation President Prince 
Faisal Ben Fahd in distributing awards 
and medals. 

AI Ahli became the third team to lift 
the championship trophy after Saudi 
Arabia's Al Shabab took the first and 
Tunisia’s AI Tarajji took the second. 

Al Faisali’s Mohannad Mahadin 
received the best player award, Al Ahli’s 
Hadi Khashabeh the top scorer. Al Ahli 
were also named the ideal team. 

Champions AI Ahli received the win- 
ners’ check of S50.000. Khreibkeh got 
$25,000, Al Faisali $15,000 and Al 
Raja’ $10,000. 

Al Faisali had qualified to the champi- 
onship after finishing runner up to 
Khreibkeh in the Arab Cup Winners 
Cup last summer. 

In the competition’s opening match 
they went down 4-0 to eventual champi- 
ons Al Ahli but beat Moroccan champi- 
ons and league-leaders al Raja’ 2-1 in 
the second match. 

Al Faisali’s 29-member delegation 
includes players: Anis Shafiq, Wahd 
Abu Hmeid, Freidon Saeed, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Ahmad Khalil . Firas 
Khalaileh, Ali Zu’bi, Ihab Nasr, Rami 
Abu Fanar, Osama Talal, Rateb Awadat, 
Ziyad Abu Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, 
Subhi Suleiman, Hassuneh Sheikh, 
Hatem Aqel, Haitham Shboul, Jiryes 
Tadros, Mahmoud Matar, Ja'far 
Harnmad. Manse ur Tawaihah, Raed 
Jbour. 


Ahli 

Khreibkeh 

Faisali 

Raja’ 


Payton leads Sonics to victory 
as Suns, Nuggets win in OT 


ORLANDO (Ri — Gan' 
Payton scored a season- 
high.^ points, including a 
clutch three-pointer with 
68 seconds to go. its the 
Seattle Supersonics beat 
the Orlando Magic 109- 
101 Sunday to top off a 
successful road trip. 

Payton shot 1 2-of-20 
from ihe field and had 
seven assists. 

"I’m so impressed with 
what this guy does,” said 
teammate Nate McMillan. 
“He’s playing, 1 think. 
MVP basketball, and from 
the guard position. He’s 
defending, coming up 
I with huge plays. The last 
v few nights, he’s been 
doing something Michael 
Jordan would do. When a 
team needs something, he 
does it.” 

Shawn Keinp had 17 
points and nine rebounds 
for Seattle, which went 4- 
1 away from home, having 
won in Utah . and 
Cleveland, lost in Indiana 
and knocked off Miami 
and Orlando. The last two 
wins came without- All- 
Star forward Detlet 
Schrempf. who was side- 
lined with a foot injury. 

"We finished oft a road_ 
trip going in with a lot of 
teams that could beat us,” 
Sonics coach George Karl 
said. "We’ve come out 
with four wins and this 
fewin tonight made it a very 
special trip tor us. We can 
kind of roll this into a 
good momentum." 

Seattle's ninth win in 10 
games was the first set- 
back in seven games for 
new Orlando coach Richie 
Adubato. 

In Denver, .Antonio 
McDy ess's follow shot 
with four-tenths of a sec- 
ond left in overtime gave 
the Nuggets a 109-107 
victory ~ over the Los 
Angeles Clippers, who 
had their four-game win- 
ning streak snapped. 

McDy css finished with 
33 points for the Nuggets, 
which tied M f^£jeeord 
with its thfrffs^Saght over- 
time game and-'snapped a 
six-game losing streak. 

Laphonso Ellis added -9 
"points, including a pair ot 
free throws with 21 sec- 
onds left in regulation to 


force the game into over- 
time, as well as 1 1 
rebounds. - 

At Detroit, Gram Hill 23 
points, 10 assists and 
seven rebounds as the 
Pistons won for the ninth 
time in their last 10 
games. 82-75 over the 
Atlanta Hawks. 

Joe Dumars had 22 
points for the Pistons, who 
held Atlanta to one field 
goal over an 1 1 -minute 
span in the second half. 

Christian Laettner 
recorded 2 1 points and 1 1 
rebounds for the Hawks, 
who had their three-game 
winning streak snapped. 

In *" Indiana. Mark 
Jackson had a triple-dou- 
ble and Reggie Miller 
scored 27 points as the 
Pacers pulled away for a 
101-S5 victoty over the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

Jackson, who set a club 
record with 19 assists 
Thursday, posted 17 
points, 15 assists and JO 
rebounds in his 13th 
career triple-doubles, his 
third of the season. 

Eddie Jones scored 28 
points . and Elden 
Campbell added 17 for 
Los Angeles, which has 
losr three of four games on 
its five-game road trip and 
is struggling without 
injured “AU-Star centre 
Shaquille O’Neal. 

In Miami, P.J. Brown 
had 16 points and 11 
rebounds and Isaac Austin 
added 15 and a career- 
hich 15 boards as the Heat 
defeated the San Antonio 
Spurs 79-72 to set a sin- 
gle-season franchise 
record for wins. 

Miami Z43-16) clung to 
its half- same lead over the 
Knicks " in the- Atlantic 
Division with the win 
after back-to-back losses 
without injured centre 
Alonzo Mourning. 

The Spurs’ Dominique 
Wilkins, who strained a 
hamstring Friday, is side- 
lined indefinitely. 

In New York, Allan 
Houston scored 2S points 
as the Knicks won their 
sixth straight home game, 
90-82 over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Patrick Ewing had IS 
points and 12 rebounds for 


U.S. crash, Spain lose 5-0 
as Fed Cup shocks abound 


New York, which won for 
the 1 1th time in 13 games. 
The Knicks were back at 
Madison Square Garden 
after a six-game road trip. 

Bobby Phills scored 24 
points for Cleveland, 
which lost for just the 
third time in 10 contests. 

In Dallas, Wayman 
Tisdale’s layup at the 
buzzer capped a come- 
back from a 27-point 
deficit as the Phoenix 
Suns took advantage of 
the worst collapse in 
Mavericks history for a 
109-108 overtime victory. 

Led by former 
Mavericks point guard 
Jason Kidd, the Suns ral- 
lied from 85-58 with 2:57 
left in the third quarter. 
Kidd, greeted by loud 
boos in his return to 
Dallas, sank three three- 
pointers during a 36-9 run. 

On the final possession, 
Kidd drove the lane and 
passed to Tisdale, who 
was flashing along the 
right baseline and put in a 
bank shot as time expired. 

Kidd scored 23 points 
and Kevin Johnson added 
22. Former Sun Michael 
Finley led Dallas with 24 
points. 

In Vancouver, Bryon 
Russell scored 20 points 
and Karl Malone had IS 
points and nine rebounds 
as the Utah Jazz remained 
unbeaten against the 
Grizzlies with a 93-86 vic- 
tory. 

The Jazz have won 10 of 
their last 1 2 games and are 
7-0 all-time against the 
Grizzlies. 

In Minnesota, Glen Rice 
had 39 points, Anthony 
Mason contributed 15 
points, 14 rebounds and 
eight assists and Mugsy 
Bogues added 14 points 
and 12 assists as the 
Charlotte Hornets beat the 
Tiraberwolves 108-96. 

In Portland, Kenny 
Anderson scored 20 points 
and Isaiah Rider 1 9 as the 
Portland Trail Blazers beat 
the Philadelphia 76ers 
112-95. 


PARIS i.AFP.l — Maifina 
Navratilova's first match as 
American Fed Cup captain 
ended in disaster in Holland 
on Sunday when the defend- 
ing champions were beaten 

3- 2 in the first round of the 
1996 competition by the 
Netherlands. 

And the elimination of the 
titleholders was not the only 
shock in the World Group 
one matches. 

Spain, winners of the tro- 
phy in 1991. 1993, 1994 and 
1995, were humiliated 5-0 
away to Belgium while 
Germany, who were without 
their injured stars Steffi 
Graf and Anke Huber, 
crashed 3-2 to the Czech 
Republic. 

Unlike Navratilova. 
Yannick Noah’s first match 
as French team captain was 
a resounding success with 
the visitors defeating Japan 

4- 1 in Tokyo. 

The Netherlands, who had 
got off to an excellent start 
on Saturday when Miriam 
Ore mans defeated I out- 

ranked Mary Joe Fernandez 
for the loss of just five 
games, capped a remarkable 
performance by winning 
both of Sunday’s singles. 

Ore mans again produced 
the major surprise when she 
crushed Chanda Rubin, who 
has been in excellent form 
in recent weeks after her 
injury-disrupted 1996 sea- 
son. in straight-sets. 

Rubin, who won her open- 
ing singles on Saturday 
against powerful Brenda 
McCarthy-Schuitz. had lit- 
tle left to offer against 
Oremans and went down 3- 
6, 0-6 on Sunday. 

Meanwhile the big-serv- 
ing Schultz-McCarthy bear 
Fernandez 1-6. 6-4, 9-7. 

The only American victo- 
ry on Sunday came in the 
doubles where Gigi 
Fernandez and Kimbedy Po 
beat Schultz-McCarthy and 
Manon Bollegraf 6-3, 6-2. 

The defeat was a bitter pill 
to swallow for Martina 
Navratilova, who, as a play- 
er, was never beaten in the 
competition. 

The 40-year-old former 
world number-one was vic- 
torious in all nine matches 
she played for the former 
Czechoslovakia, and she 
went on to win all 28 match- 
es she played for the United 
States. 

Belgium, unable to field a 
full-strength team because 
of a late 





Mary Joe Fernandez of the United States returns the 
ball to Dutch Brenda Schultz during their Federation 
Cup match. Fernandez lost her match in three sets 1-6 
6-4 and 9-7 (Reuters photo) 


Dutch Miriam Oremans raises her fist as she celebrates 
her victor}' over Chanda Rubin of the United States. 
Oremans won her match in two sets 6-3 and 6-0 
(Reuters photo) 


injury to Dominique 
Monami-Van Roost, com- 
pleted a humiliating tri- 
umph over Spain and left 
former world number-one 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario 
pondering her future. 

Sanchez- Vicario. winner 
of three Grand Slam singles 
titles and now being 
coached by brother Emilio, 
is clearly lacking confi- 
dence, and she followed up 
her first-day loss to Els 
C aliens by crashing in three 
sets to Sabine Appelmans 
on Sunday. 

Belgian jubilation contin- 
ued when Cal lens beat 
Maria Luisa Serna, called 
up for singles duty in the 
absence of injured’ former 
Wimbledon champion 
Conchita Martinez. 6- ] . 6-3. 

Callens then joined forces 
with Nancy Feber to score a 
three-set win over gala Leon 
Garcia and Virginia Ruano- 
Pascual. 

In Mannheim, the Czech 
Republic didn't need their 
top player Jana Novotna to 
complete a victory over 
Germany. 

Ludmila Richterova and 
Adriana Gersi won their 
reverse singles clashes 
without dropping a set — 
Richterova seeing off 


Advertisement 

After the success of Eau Parfumee 
Abu Shakra Trading Agency introduces 
Eau Parfumge Extr§me from Bvlagari 


Mr. Rami Abu Shakra 
General Manager of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency intro- 
duces die new fragrance Em 
Parfumie Extreme firm 
Bvlagari. 

Great tea leaves, known fear 
their medicinal and beneficial 
effects, are the source of the 
base note in the Bvlgari's first 
cologne, Eau Parfumee, 
launched in 1992, with the del- 
icate and discreet, yet lively 
and citrusy scent of green tea. 
This cologne for men and 
women, sold exclusively in 
Bvlgari boutiques fin die last 
few years and now in the lead- 
ing perfumeries worldwide. 


was acclaimed by consumers, 
warning prestigious interna- 
tional awards : named 

’‘fragrance of the Year” in die 
USA, “ Eurobest “ in die United 
Kingdom and "Coup de 
Coeur " in France and Sharon 
Stone, die decade's most sensu- 
ous star, admitted to “wanting 
to bathe in Eau Parfumic.” 

Eau Patfum6e Extreme com- 
pletes the classic Eau Parfumee 
line in this new version dedicat- 
ed to die men and women who 
love fresh colognes, who yearn 
for a profound physical and 
psychological weUfreing, and 
who use scents to achieve plea- 
sure and serene frdftimem. 


Advocate Khaled S. Daoud 

Apologizes the temporarily delay of not receiving his 
clients and visitors in his office through the duration 
from the 5th - 20th of March 1997 and will be back as 
usual on the 22nd of March 1997. 


Tel 658444 Tax 651999 Mobile 079 35404 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three bed- 
rooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, inde- 
pendent central healing, telephone, maid room, spacious 
kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

For more information please call: 

Tel. 665711, before 8 a.m. or after 4 p.rrc 


1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee LTD, V8, fully loaded, 
auto mopn roof, leather, Canadian plate. 

Price: JD 17,000. , 

n. Serious Inquiries only, Wail TeJ. 079 46386 



Barbara Rittner 6-1, 6-4. 
and Gersi thrashing the 
inexperienced Marlene 
Weingarmer 6-2, 6-2. 

The results meant that 
Novotna, who was willing 
to play doubles if needed 
although being taken ill 
with shingles after arriving 
in Germany, was able to sit 
out the tie. 

Germany, who had been 
level -pegging 1-1 after 
Saturday's matches, took 
the doubles with Rianer and 
Elena Wagner beating 
Richterova and Eva 
Martincova 7-6 (7/3). 6-2. 

In Tokyo, Ai Sugiyama 
shocked France’s recent 
Australian Open ..finalist 
Mary Pierce in the First of 
Sunday's reverse singles — 
but it* was not enough to 
stop the visitors charging 
home to their comfortable 
4-1 victory. 

Sugiyama scored a 7-5. 6- 
7 (7/9), 6-4 win, leaving 
Pierce to admit: "She played 
like a rop-10 player today. 1 
just played someone who 
played an unbelievable 
match." 

The experienced Nathalie 
Tauziat clinched France 
their semifinal berth against 
Belgium by holding on in an 


exciting third set to defeat 
Naoko Sawamatsu 7-5, 4-6. 
17-15. 

Alexandra Fusai and 
Anne-Gaelle Sidot then tri- 
umphed in the doubles bv 
beating Naoko Kijimuta and 
Kyoko Nagatsuka 7-5, 6-4 
in the. world group two. 
Switzerland’s 16-year-old 
Martina Hingis played a 
major role in her country's 
3-2 success against ihe 
Slovak Republic in Kosice. 
The world number- two w on 


both of her singles for the 
loss of just six games and 
also triumphed in the dou- 
bles alongside Putty 
Schnyder. 

The Swiss now play 
Croatia who defeated 
Austria 4-1. 

In the other half-of the 
Group Two draw. Australia 
will play Argentina. The 
Australians beat South 
Africa 3-2 in Durban while 
Argentina defeated Korea in 
Seoul 4-1. 


A Leading Internet Development Company is 
seeking qualified people in the following fields: 

FULL TIME INTERNET DEVELOPER: 

• Good Command of English 

• Knowledge of HTML Tags 

• UNIX, Perl, and JAVA knowledge are a plus 

• NT experience is preferable 

FULLTIME ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDITOR: 

• Applicant should be of some related experience and 
education 

• Computer Literacy is a must 

• Internet Experience is a plus 

Resumes should be addressed no later than March 10 to: 
Fax #704239 
or 

P.a Box: 911288 
Amman 11191, Jordan 
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Cyprus Week at the Forte Grand 

DO SOMETHING 

DIFFERENT TONIGHT 
ENJOY 
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The Chefs of Le Meridien Limassol will treat ^ 
you to Cypriot specialities while the Cyprus 
Tourism Organisation brings the singers and 
.dancers to entertain. 


? Our Andalusia restaurant will be serving 
a special a la carte menu with classic £dr 
Cypriot dishes and entertainment all ^ 
evening.' • ~f« 


For reservations call 69651 1 -Cyprus night 

The Cyprus week is co - sponsored by 
Forte Grand Amman 

Cyprus Airways The Cyprus Tourism Organisation 
Le Meridien Limassol 
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Tents are set up at the main crossroads in in the Iranian town of Ardabil to collect donations to assist the families made 
homeless by the earthquake in north-west Iran (AFP photo) 

Iran quake toll rises to 965 — official 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The death 
toll from an earthquake which 
rocked northwestern [ran 
soared to neatly 1 .000 Monday 
as rescuers set up tents and dis- 
tributed food and blankets to 
tens of thousands of people left 
homeless. 

Iran's official 1RNA news 
agency said Friday’s quake 
which struck Ardabil province 
and Iranian Azerbaijan had 
killed 965 people and injured 
2,600. The casualty toll had 
earlier been put at 600 dead 
and 2_*'00 injured 

Other reports said upto 3.000 
were dead. 

Around 40.000 people lost 
their homes in the temblor, 
which was measured at 5.5 
degrees on the open-ended 
Richter scale. Deputy Interior 
Minister Rassul Zargar told 
IRNA. 

The quake destroyed or seri- 
ously damaged at least 1 10 vil- 
lages and banian Radio said 
Monday that relief and rescue 
work was continuing in 
Ardabil near the Caspian Sea. 


King sends condolences 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Monday sent a cable of 
condolences to Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
the death of Iranians in the recent earthquake. The King 
expressed sorrow over the loss of life and his wishes of 
speedy recovery for the injured. 

King Hussein sent a similar cable of condolences to 
President Farooq Ahmad Khan Leghari of Pakistan, which 
was also hit by a quake. 


Hundreds of aftershocks and 
heavy snow had "complicated" 
the rescue effort, the radio said, 
and another strong earthquake 
shook -Ardabil province late 
Sunday, cutting off electricity 
to the area and causing further 
damage. 

It said the quake, which reg- 
istered 5.2 degrees on the 
Richter scale, was felL suongly 
in Ardabil and towns in the 
vicinity. The radio did not say 
if the latest quake had caused 
any casualties. 

On Sunday afternoon, two 
aftershocks rattled Ardabil trig- 
gering panic among the popu- 
lation. Some 300 minor 


tremors have been recorded 
since Friday's quake. 

Iranian Red Crescent Society 
Director Vahid Dasijerdi told 
state radio his organisation had 
dispatched 5.000 rescuers to 
quake-stricken areas. 

They had set up S.5U0 tents 
in 99 villages to temporarily 
shelter the homeless and sup- 
plied them with food, clothing, 
blankets and stoves. 

Hojatoleslam Ghayuri, who 
was sent to Ardabil by Iran’s 
paramount leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, urged families in 
Ardabil to open their homes to 
the victims until the govern- 
ment finishes rebuilding their 


houses. 

He said on state television 
that tents did not provide much 
prelection from the sub-zero 
temperatures, snow and strong 
winds in the area. 

Interior Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharori spoke 
of the "depth of the tragedy." 
but said the government would 
use all its resources to rebuild 
the quake-hit region. 

A United Nations source 
here said meanwhile that the 
U.N. office here sent a team to 
the area on Monday to assess 
the extent of the damage and 
casualties from the quake. 

The source told AFP the 
world body would launch an 
appeal for international assis- 
tance for victim of the quake. 

U.N. representatives would 
attend a meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry on Tuesday to discuss 
relief assistance for the vic- 
tims. the source said. The offi- 
cials are to prepare a list of 
items which could be provided 
bv external donors. 


Another 24 hours needed to identify 
Red Army suspects: Japanese envoy 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A Japanese special envoy said 
Monday that Japanese nationals arrested in Lebanon may 
be members of the Japanese Red Army but it will be anoth- 
er 24 hours before the authorities know for sure. 

“We are still waiting for the final identification of these 
people by both Lebanese and Japanese judicial authorities." 
Hiroshi Hirabayashi said after a 40-minute meeting here 
with Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares Bouez. 

“We have many elements which indicate that they may 
belong to the Japanese Red Army." which carried out a 
series of bloody attacks in the 1970s. he said. 

“Bur to be able to say that clearly you have to wait may 
be 24 hours,*’ he said. "We will be able to tell you in a very 
clear manner probably by tomorrow." 

He refused to confirm the number of suspects arrested 
nearly two weeks ago or whether they included Kozo 
Okamoto. sentenced to life in prison in Israel for a 1972 
attack on Tel Aviv’s Lod Airport that killed 26 people. 

Japan's Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto said Monday 
he had sent a lerter to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad for 
his help to clear up confusion over the reported arrest of 
Red Airny suspects. 

The letrer was entrusted with Mr. Hirabayashi. who was 
visiting Beirut and scheduled to arrive in Damascus on 
Wednesday. Mr. Hashimoto added. 

The premier also told reporters at his official residence 
that a meeting between Mr. Hirabayashi and Mr. Assad had 
not been arranged yet. 

“I am not sure if it would be possible in terms of schedul- 
ing." he said. "But we'll see to it that such a meeting would 
not be discourteous." 

Mr. Hashimoto said the letter contained his request that 
Syria cooperate with Lebabon in extraditing the detained 
Japanese if they were proven to be members of the Japanese 
Red Army. 

"It (the request) is included as a matter of course." Mr. 
Hashimoto said. 

Mr. Hirabayashi, a senior advisor on external affairs to the 
prime minister's office, declined to say how many Japanese 
had been taken into custody. 

The Lebanese authorities have’ issued a number of con- 


flicting statements about the case including denials they 
were holding any suspected Japanese Red Army members. 

The issue has been mired in confusion since Mr. 
Hashimoto said in Tokyo on Feb. 1 8 that Lebanese officials 
had told him rhey had arrested six Japanese suspected mem- 
bers of the group in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley. 

Most Lebanese officials have since been tight-lipped or 
have made contradictory statements on whether any sus- 
pected members of the group are being held. 

Asked whether the confusion had negatively affected ties 
between Japan and Lebanon. Mr. Hirabayashi said: “No. to 
the contrary. I am very optimistic.” 

Japan and Lebanon do not have an extradition agreement 
but Mr. Hirabayashi said they would study the extradition 
issue if it was confirmed that the Suspects were Japanese 
members of the Red Army. 

“The prime minister of Lebanon and myself agreed to 
handle this issue in accordance with the relevant laws of 
both our countries and the international law,” he said. 

However, an official source in Beirut told Reuters 
Lebanon was most unlikely to hand over any of the sus- 
pects. 

"The issue is now in the freezer. It is not probable that 
Lebanon will hand over any suspects. They will be prose- 
cuted in Lebanon for crimes committed in the country," the 
source said. 

Judicial sources in Beirut said on Friday Lebanese author- 
ities had started interrogating nine or 10 detainees who 
were mostly Asians and included three Japanese., 

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri has indicated that Beirut 
wants to maintain good relations with Tokyo, which 
pledged at a friends of Lebanon donors conference in 
Washington last December to help its postwar reconstruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Hariri said a large number of Japanese experts were 
due to come to Beirut to study projects to which Tokyo 
could contribute and Mr. Hirabayashi indicated that Japan 
was still on course to help Lebanon. 

"We have had very fruitful discussions on how to promote 
our bilateral relations in terms of the economic and politi- 
cal contexts." Mr. Hirabayashi said. 


Christian group wants to bring 
50,000 Ukrainian Jews to Israel 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A group of Christian 
fundamentalists announced Monday that it 
is funding a plan to bring 50,000 Ukrainian 
Jews to Israel as a 50th “birthday present 
for the Jewish state. 

"We re going to settle 50.000 Jews from 
Ukraine in Israel as a gift to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of the Jewish 
state in May 1948,” said Lea Delange, a 
spokeswoman for the group, Christians for 
Israel. 

Ms. Delange said the Netherlands and 
British branches of the pro-Zionist Christian 
movement raised $6 million to finance the 
airlift of Ukrainian Jews and that some 
immigrants from the former Soviet Republic 
have already arrived in Israel thanks to the 


project 

She said the action was organised in coor- 
dination with die Jewish agency, which, is 
responsible for all matters involved with 
absorbing Jews into Israel. 

But an agency spokesman, Eidad Hadar, 
said he was unaware of any such mass 
immigration plan from Ukraine. 

Christians for Israel is an international 
group which believes that the Jewish people 
must end their exile from the Holy Land to 
set the stage for the return of Jesus Christ 

Following the fall of the Soviet Union in 
1991, hundreds of thousands of Jews immi- 
grated from the area to Israel. In 1996, 
23,388 Jew's from Urkaine settled in Israel 
according to government figures. 


Israeli 

journalists 

protest 

Netanyahu 

attacks on 

press 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli journalists protest- 
ed Monday against accu- 
sations by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu that the press 
was allying with his left- 
wing opposition. 

“These attacks create a 
dangerous climate for lib- 
erty of the press and could 
have serious repercus- 
sions,” the Israeli Press 
Association said in a state- 
ment received by AFP. 

At a leadership meeting 
of his ruling right-wing 
Likud Party on Sunday. 
Mr. Netanyahu slammed 
the media ‘for making 
“false accusations" in a 
scandal which has put 
members of his govern- 
ment under threat of 
indictment. 

During Mr. Netanyahu's 
comments. Likud mem- 
bers cheered and then 
turned on journalists from 
Israel Television and 
began shouting at and 
pushing them. 

Israeli public television 
first broke a report, now 
being investigated by 
police, of influence ped- 
dling within Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 
over the aborted nomina- 
tion of a Likud Party loy- 
alist to the post of attorney 
general. 

The press has reported 
that police investigations 
focus on Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi, 

Netanyahu chief-of-staff 
Avigdor Lieberman and 
coalition deputy Arieh 
Deri, head of the religious 
party Shas. 

The three are suspected 
of having conspired over 
the nomination of Roni 
Bar-On as part of a deal 
which would have led to a 
plea bargain for Mr. Deri 
in his trial on bribety 
charges. 

Mr. Bar-On was forced 
to drop the post of attor- 
ney-general only days 
after his appointment by 
Mr. Netanyahu after wide- 
spread protests over his 
lack of judicial experience 
and ties to the government. 

During Sunday night’s 
Likud rally, Mr. 

Netanyahu went out of his 
way to reaffirm his supp- 
port for both Mr. Hanegbi 
and Mr. Lieberman despite 
reports both could face 
indictment. 


Sudan denies it received ’Iraqi arms stockpiled in Yemen’ 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan on Monday denied 
reports by opposition forces 
that it received weapons from 
Iraq to fend off an offensive 
on its eastern border. 

"This information is erro- 
neous and hollow and is pan 
of a media misinformation 
(campaign ) by the opposition 
to mislead world opinion." 
government spokesman 
Tayeb Ibrahim Mohammad 
Kftair told the official press. 

A member of the military 
command of the opposition 
National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) on Saturday charged 
that the Islamic-led govern- 
ment in Khartoum had 


received Iraqi weapons which 
had been stockpiled in 
Yemen. 

"The weapons, including 
600 cannons or anti-tank 
rockets, were transported 
Feb. 20 from the Temeni port 
of Al Mokulla to port Suudan 
aboard the Sudanese boat Al 
Obayed" General Ahmad 
Fathi Afi said from Asmara. 

Yemen also denied that any 
Iraqi weapons were stock- 
piled on its territory. 

"This and previous allega- 
tions of Iranian and Qatari 
arms shipments to Sudan 
could be believed only by 
their authors the opposition 
leaders who carry out foreign 


plots for disintegration of 
Sudan." Brigadier Khair said. 

The NDA launched an 
offensive on Sudan's eastern 
bonier in January and has 
occupied some villages in the 
Blue Nile state. Sudan has 
accused neighbouring Eritrea 
and Ethiopia of giving sup- 
port to the opposition forces. 

Iran's ambassador here. 
Mchdi Merowe. voiced sup- 
port meanwhile for the unity 
and territorial integrity of 
Sudan. 

During a meeting with 
Sudan State Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail, the 
Iranian diplomat also spoke 
of effort?, hv Tehran to nor- 


malise relations between 
Sudan and Uganda. 

In September Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani offered to mediate 
a resumption of ties, broken 
since 1995. between the two 
countries. 

In another development 
Abdul Aziz Shiddo. deputy 
speaker of the Sudanese par- 
liament. denounced U.N. 
agencies and other organisa- 
tions for failing to take action 
to curb alleged human rights 
abuses by Ethiopian troops in 
the Sudanese border towns of 
Kurmuk and Qeissan. 

Mr. Shiddo said the govern- 
ment has documented human 


rights violations and “brutal 
practices by the Tigrean 
(Ethiopian) troops who 

invaded Kurmuk and 

Qeissan,” Al Sudan A! Hadith 
daily said. 

He said the documentation 
was distributed worldwide in 
order to make the world “wit- 
ness to silence by the interna- 
tional organisations towards 
those flagrant violations." 

■This attitude demonstrates 
a double standard and politi- 
cal motives thaL have 
deprived the United Nations 
and other international organ- 
isations of their credibility on 
the human rights issue.** he 
said. 


Erekat accuses Israel 
of condoning violence 
against Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A senior Palestinian 
official accused Israel on Monday of promoting violence 
against Arabs by failing to punish Israeli soldiers who 
shoot Palestinians. 

“The leniency of this government is seen as encouraging 
violence against Palestinians," said.Saeb Erekat. local 
affairs minister in the self-rule government of Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Erekat, who is also a chief peace negotiator with 
Israel, told AFP he had sent protest letters to Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s government over two 
incidents in which soldiers who shot Palestinians were not 
been charged. 

In the first case, an Israeli court decided last week to drop 
charges against an Israeli soldier who opened fire in a 
crowded market in the West Bank city of Hebron on Jan. 
1 . wounding six people. 

The court ruled that the soldier, Noam Friedman, suffered 
from schizophrenia and ordered him sent to a psychiatric 
hospital. 

"Why did they accept Friedman in the army if he has psy- 
chological problems? They should charge this soldier," Mr. 
Erekat complained. 

In the second case, charges have not yet been brought 
against Israeli soldiers who last week killed a Palestinian 
man in the West Bank village of Hizmeh. 

The man was shot dead and three other Palestinians were 
injured when violence erupted after undercover Israeli sol- 
diers entered Hizmeh and began interrogating a 21 -year- 
old resident of the village. 

The dead man was the suspect’s father-in-law. 

Friedman opened fire with a military assault rifle in 
Hebron’s main open-air market in a bid to scuttle Israeli 
plans to withdraw from most of the city. 

The soldier said he regretted “not killing any Arabs” and 
told psychiatrists his mission was “God given.” 

Friedman had already been hospitalised two years ago for 
mental problems and an investigation has been opened into 
how he was allowed into the Israeli military. 


Aziz says Ekeus 
changes colours 
to suit occasion 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tariq Aziz lashed out 
Monday at the chief U.N. 
weapons inspector, Rolf 
Ekeus, saying he changed 
his statements to suit the 
occasion. 

Mr. Aziz spoke to the 
official Iraqi News Agency 
lINA) before leaving on a 
trip to Moscow. It is a fol- 
low-up visit to a trip last 
November, when Mr. Aziz 
appealed for Russian help 
in getting U.N. sanctions 
lifted. 

Iraq has long accused 
Mr. Ekeus, a Swedish 
diplomat, of being in 
league with the United 
States in trying to keep 
punishing U.N. sanctions 
in place. 

The U.N. Security 
Council imposed sanctions 
banning air travel and the 
sale of oil on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The United Nations last 
year approved limited oil 
sales to allow Iraq to pur- 
chase needed food and 
medicine. But it has said it 
will not lift the sanctions 
until Mr. Ekeus' special 
commission certifies that 
Iraq has eliminated all its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Aziz told the news 
agency that “he (Ekeus) 
gives multicolour state- 
ments.” He said that in 
Baghdad. Mr. Ekeus 
speaks objectively but that 
“when he goes to Kuwait, 
he speaks in a way to satis- 
fy the Kuwaiti regime." 

He added that the same 
thing had occurred during 
Mr. Ekeus' recent trips to 
Moscow and Britain. 

Mr. Aziz said he had 
talked with Mr. Ekeus sev- 
eral times about his vary- 


ing statements but said “he 
... denies saying so and so 
and says the press mis- 
quotes him.” 

The Iraqi official con- 
cluded, however, that it 
appeared Mr. Ekeus was 
“intentionally casting 
doubts on Iraq's position.” 

Mr. Ekeus has repeatedly 
accused Iraq of misleading 
his inspectors on Iraq’s 
weapons programme. 

On a trip to Baghdad last 
month, Mr. Ekeus won 
Iraqi approval to remove 
missile parts for examina- 
tion in the United States. 
Iraq had been blocking the 
move, saying it ’wonted the 
missiles checked inside 
Iraq or in Russia. 

In addition to studying 
the long-range missiles, 
Mr. Ekeus’ team is still 
delving into Iraq's chemi- 
cal and biological weapons 
programmes. 

Mr. Aziz said that Iraq 
had increasing support 
inside the Security Council 
to lift the sanctions. Iraq 
has accused the United 
States and its main ally, 
Britain, of keeping them in 
place to punish Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 

“Those countries which 
try to keep the sanctions, 
like America, find them- 
selves more and more in 
isolation,’ 1 he said. 

Aziz arrives in Amman 

Mr. Aziz arrived in 
Amman Monday en route 
to Moscow. 

Officials said the Iraqi 
deputy prime minister was 
not scheduled to hold talks 
with any Jordanian official 
during his overnight stay 
in Amman. 




U.S. denies theft 
of aid for Russia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
U,S. embassy in Moscow 
Monday denied reports 
that S2.5 million in U.S. 

govemment aid to Russia 
had been stolen at 
London's Heathrow air- 
port last week. “This 
story, as reported, h not 
credible,” an embassy 
press release said. 
“USAID has no direct 

government -to- govern- 
ment cash payments in 
Russia. Our technical 
assistance programmes 
are funded through federal /, 
letters of credit or elec- 
tronic transfers to contrac- 
tors and non-governmen- 
tal organisations which 
implement these pro- 
grammes” A British 
paper, the Mail on Sunday, 
reported that a bag con- 
taining S2.5 million in 
U.S. aid was stolen last 
Tuesday during a stopover 
at Heathrow. The cash 
vanished despite being 
under constant surveil- 
lance by British Airways 
personnel in a top security 
area of the airport’s 
freight zone, the paper 
said" The money in large 
denomination notes was 
pan of a consignmemof 
S10 million from the 
Republic Bank of New 
York used by the U.S. 
treasury to deliver money 
to Russia, the paper said. 

It was to be delivered to 
the Russian Tokobank. 






Husband saves 
wife from crocodile 


'i 


HARARE (AFP) — A 
heroic husband saved his 
wife from the jaws of a 
crocodile when he 
plunged into a river and 
fought the huge reptile 
with a knife, local media 
reported Monday. Marion 
Shariwa. 48. was snatched 
from the bank of the 
Shashi River and was 
screaming and clutching 
at reeds as the croc swam 
off with her when her hus- 
band Amon. 58. was alert- 
ed by their children. He 
dived into the river and 
caught up with the croco- 
dile as it headed for the far 
bank. Holding onto his 
wife with one hand, Amon 
plunged a knife repeatedly 
into the soft tissue of the 
beast's mouth until it 
released her. Marion, who 
had been, fetching water 
from the river, was admit- 
ted to hospital with deep 
wounds on both legs. 

India to ban ‘pro- 
fessional’ blood t 
donors 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India will ban blood dona- 
tion by “professionals” by 
the end of next year in an 
attempt to curb the spread 
of AIDS, a minister said 
Monday. Minister of Stale 
for ‘ Health Saleem 
Sherwani told parliament 
that under an upcoming 
policy for blood banks “it 
would be ensured that pro- 
fessional donors are com- 
pletely banned from 
donating blood.” He said 
the government would 
also examine a suggestion 
to make the donation of 
infected blood a legal 
offence. Hundreds of poor 
people are known to regu* 
larly donate blood to the * 
country's 1,400 blood 
banks in return for money. 
Experts say many of them 
may be suffering from a 
variety ■ of diseases, 
including AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome). i 

Chef Ducasse 
gets mixed report 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
chef Alain Ducasse got a 
mixed report card Monday 
from the Michelin Guide! 
to Fine Dining, as his 
restaurant in Montecarlo 
slipped from three stars to 
two but his new Paris 
eatery won the top rating 
of three. The ’1 997 edition 
of the guide also a war 
two stars to Pierr^i 
Gagnaire for . his ■ brand) 
new restaurant in Paris. ’ 
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